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| learnt to appreciate the
importance of academic
excellence" and to build on my
passions from a very young age'

- Prof. Buddhima Indraratna
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Professor Buddhima Indraratna is a Distinguished Professor at the University of
Technology Sydney (UTS), the highest echelon of the professorial status in
Australia. He is recognized as a world leader in the field of Geo technical and
Transportation Engineering and ranked among the 10 most cited in the world in
this field.

Professor Indraratna completed his primary and secondary school studies untilthe GCE
Ordinary Level at Ananda College, Colombo, before departing to

the United Kingdom on a British Council Scholarship based on

his excellent performance atthe GCE O/L.

After completing his high school in the UK with excellent
results at the International Baccalaureate examination (i.e.,
equivalent to GCE Advanced Level), he was selected to
study Civil Engineering at the Imperial college of London
(both bachelor's and master's degrees), and later completed
his PhD in geo technical engineering at the University of
Alberta, Canada.

In terms of industry employment, he had worked at the

Kotmale Dam Projectin Sri Lanka as a geo technical engineer

for William Halcrow & Partners and CECB, and in eastern

Canada as a geo technical engineer and ground control

researcher for underground mining. Subsequently, he worked

at the Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand as an Associate

Professor before migrating to Australia to join the University of

Wollongong in 1991.After 3 decades at University of Wollongong, Prof. Indraratna
accepted the challenge of leading the Transport Research Centre at the University of
Technology Sydney (UTS) asits Director in August 2020.

Professor Buddhima
Indraratna has been
nominated as the
distinguished Anandian who
will deliver the annual Olcott
oration for this year.
Professor Indraratna joined
Dinuka Sumithraarachchi for
a conversation ahead of his
visitto Sri Lanka to deliver the
Olcott oration this year to be
held onthe 25" of November.

Dinuka - | know you're joining amidst a very busy schedule, and we really
appreciate you for taking the effort and the time to join us today, quite late in the
hours for you as we understand which effort we truly appreciate. If | may ask you
first to set the tone for our conversation what motivated you to accept this
invitation that was extended to you?

Prof. Indarathana - First of all, | wish to thank the Old Boys Association of Ananda
for extending this kind invitation, which is a great privilege and an honor. What
motivated and excited me was knowing that | would get an ideal opportunity to
convey a timely message, specially to the young professionals in Sri Lanka how
early passions can drive your career paths based on your aspirations. | hope that |
will be able to inspire many young professionals in the audience in November.
They will be able to mimic certain aspects of my journey, and do even better; so,
this is not just an opportunity for me to demonstrate what | have achieved but may
also serve as a guide for younger professionals who are hoping to enhance their
career paths.

Dinuka- Early school days are always very important in terms of getting the right
foundation which plays a big partin how you manage yourself for the rest of your
life. I'm very keen to understand, how did Ananda College influence your
Professional as well as Personal life?

Prof. Indarathana - Indeed, that was the fundamental initial pathway. | mean from
the time | was at Ananda from Grade 2 onwards, but mind you, | started Grade 1 at
Royal College. | believe that was kind of an experimental effort by my Parents,
because my elder brother was already at Ananda. After one year they decided that
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Pioneering Contributor to
Ground Improvement and
Transport Geotechnics,

Ananda was a better place for both of us. So, | was then transferred to

Ananda, and | can assure you from the days of my primary to the

secondary high school, Ananda always had Principals of able

leadership, and dedicated teachers to ensure very high-quality

education particularly in Science and Mathematics subjects. The

inspiration | drew from their brilliant teaching methods created an
excellent learning environment through which |
learnt to appreciate the importance of academic
excellence, and to build on my passions from a
very young age. | did very well in science
subjects, and also excelled in Mathematics, and
the subsequent successes could be partially or
wholly attributed to the special skills of my
teachers at Ananda.

| believe that upper high school is the place where
you first think about your future and wonder
where you want to be in 10 years' time. In my
case it was in Grade 9 that | passionately started
to think about a technological career, and partly
because of the talented teachers in Mathematics
and Sciences it was a relatively easy decision for
me. Even before | went to England, | had already
decided on an Engineering pathway, but of
course, it was later after getting admission to
Imperial College that | was able to branch out to Civil Engineering. In
essence, Ananda College has always been perfect in creating that
special academic environment for me, and also providing me the
opportunities to hone
my leadership skills and
team spirit as a prefect,
as well as being active
in numerous social
events and extra-
curricular activities
which encouraged
interaction with others.

Dinuka- Ananda
College has always produced some of the best Graduates as far as the
stream of Mathematics is concerned, but a student who has scored 3
As with a good z score wouldn't necessarily translate themselves well
into an excellent Engineer, and vice versa. What advice would you give
to a student in transitioning himself from being an academic into being
astrong Professional?

Prof. Indarathana - | think managing the transition phase is partly to
do with one's understanding of the circumstances atthe time in relation
to what one's training and background, apart from one's career
aspirations for the future. Of course, the monetary factor is always
there, and if you are a person who really wants to earn a lot of dollars
quickly, then it is better to consider business or commerce options
rather than becoming an Academic For instance, one can become a
professional engineer and form one's own consulting or contracting
firm. There will always be different factors and challenges, so itis up to
an individual to be creative and handle the opportunities as they arise.
The most important thing is to realise that the performance in
examinations even at the university level is not a guaranteed link to
becoming a brilliant Engineer. One can end up getting a first class in
Engineering and end up working in a Commercial Bank ten years down
the line .I've known Engineers who are now working in the commerce
sector after completing Business Management programs, because
they had realised later in life that engineering was not ideally suited for
them.



Dinuka- How important do you think your other engagements at school outside
academics was a critical factor which helped you at a later point in life?

Prof. Indarathana- | think the Work-Life Balance is crucial from the time of your
school days. One may not readily adopted his in the context of education in Sri
Lankan schools given the significant pressures to perform exceedingly well to get
admission to Universities, and the teachers themselves may not convey this
message effectively to the students. | personally believe that children even at a
young age should be engaged in some sports or other extra-curricular activities
such as chess, music, drama or debating to create that balance, because the
social interactions are important to make one an all rounder. | have seen people
getting terribly frustrated and losing motivation when they don't achieve what they
aspire for in a given task, and this can be attributed to not having a balanced
lifestyle continued from a younger age. If one can balance one's academic work
with leisure activities from the school days and take part in social activities, that is
indeed what the inception of teamwork is all about. Even in our professional lives,
teamwork evolves from social engagements and cultural interactions. Inmy case,
| had that experience from the time | was a young kid through various activities at
Ananda. This initial training extended to our later professional careers makes us
equipped to handle stress and anxiety, and to understand the challenges better
and appreciate the outcomes with a more open mind. These experiences cannot
be learnt from a textbook, but they do culminate at the end to create an all-round
personto be successfulina chosen professional career.

Dinuka- If you look back at your story, what are the things you did right and what
helped you achieve what you

have achieved today?

Prof. Indarathana-

My thoughts go back to my

late Parents. They were my

role models from the time |

was very young and growing

up with my elder brother and

younger sister. My father

was a professor of

economics, and my mother

was a medical doctor. How

they advised us on practically

everything including extra-

curricular activities, and how they trained us to be disciplined from the beginning
had a huge impact. For example, they would never let us miss the Sunday
Dhamma School or the piano lessons from the time we were very young. | played
Table Tennis for Ananda and was also in the athletic and swimming squads from
my younger days until | left for England. | still believe that the kind of balanced
engagements helped me to achieve one of the highest aggregates in the country at
the GCE O/Ls in that particular year, and then to receive the British Council's
prestigious Lord Mountbatten Scholarship to go to the UK for further studies.

For me the milestones were very focussed on when | left for England for further
studies. | decided to do Civil Engineering because infrastructure always
impressed me, and my goal was to study well and somehow get admission to
Imperial College of Science and Technology in London. My next goal was to
secure good industry opportunities, and | was lucky to get my very first job as a
Junior Engineer at the Kotmale hydropower dam project under the joint
consultants William Halcrow & Partners of UK and the CECB in Colombo. |
enjoyed and learnt a lot from that job but realised that there were many technical
aspects I had not learnt at the University level. So, some of the difficult challenges |
had to face in the dam site forced me to use my common sense and my own
judgement on various occasions. That is what motivated me to do research, so |
collected data from the Kotmale project and went back to Imperial college to do a
Msc degree in Soil Mechanics, and during this time | realised about my strong
analytical skills for engineering solutions. | wanted to do something new in this
field and decided to embark on a PhD program at the University of Alberta in
Canada. After completing the PhD in Geo technical Engineering, | went back to
industry, worked for one year in Ontario province in eastern Canada. Here | learnta
lot about Mining Engineering and practical applications of underground geo
technical engineering.

Later | was offered an opportunity for my first academic job at the Asian
Institute of Technology in Thailand. Most people would not leave
Canada to go to Thailand, but | took that challenge because | thought
working in a Southeast Asian country would give me a different
challenge due to different ground conditions in different type of
projects, and this is when | became very interested in Geo technical
Engineering applications to transportation infrastructure, and the
inception of my serious research career. After 3 years at AlT, I migrated
to Australia at which time | had already decided to become an
Academic for the long term, as by that time | have had sufficient
research knowhow as well as industry experience.

I became successful very quickly and managed to form Australia's first
research center focused on the problems of road embankments and
railway tracks with special reference to ground improvement. At that
time in early 1990s, Australia did not have proper institution for high-
quality railway research, so | pioneered that area realizing that Australia
needed this expertise. The Australian railways have improved a lot
mainly because of three decades of my research and development
outcomes that have been adopted by industry. Today several
Universities work in this area following what | had started in Australia.

Dinuka- Before i let you go i think our audience would like to know a bit
more about your personal life, we've discussed a lot about your
professional life and the macro's, but what do you like to do during your
offtime?

Prof. Indarathana- Right now my wife's and my life seem to revolve
around our one-year-old grandson; that's what all the weekends are
about, as either we go to see him, orthey come to our place. Apart from
that | do have various hobbies. | watch a lot of cricket and in the
summer | spend some time at the SCG -Sydney Cricket Grounds. |am
also interested in music, and | play the piano and the keyboards
whenever the time permits.

| also have a keen hobby in outdoor Koi fish. |am not sure whether you
are familiar with Koi fish, and it is a very relaxing pastime. | have a large
koi pond in my back garden, and they do become wonderful pets but
requiring much care.

Taking time off for travelling overseas and around Australia with family
is also important to me. Spending much of the weekends doing things
which provide a much-needed break from the normal academic work
at the University is important to ensure optimum concentration. If you
keep working on academic tasks seven days per week, you may not
even realise how rapidly your concentration can fall to affect
productivity.

Dinuka- So Professor we'd like to take this moment to thank you for
joining us, it was an absolute pleasure to have your here with us today,
we totally appreciate you finding the time and effort for us, we hope to
see you in Sri Lankan November and we know that we are in for a treat
to be listening to you as our Olcott orator for 2023.

Prof. Indarathana- Thank you very much Dinuka. Once again please
convey my kindest regards and gratitude to the OBA of Ananda for this
invitation. It is an absolute honor and privilege for me to be the next
Olcott orator, so | am looking forward to this event in November. | will be
speaking about innovative concepts of transportinfrastructure through
real-life projects and solutions. Hopefully, some professionals in the
audience can apply these concepts considering the circumstances in
Sri Lanka prevailing at the moment. Thank you so much for this
opportunity.
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Annual Prize Giving - 2022

Cagers Carnival By Ananda Basketball

A mesmerising day full of basketball and more
successfully got underway @ HSC Blues basketball
courts on 29th of October 2023.

PILIBIMBU 2023
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PD.S. Kularathne Shield
AC Vs NC Rugby Encounter

The Colors Nite - 2022

Ple 66RIMS DoBMERBG

Primary Broadcasting Unit Opening Ceremony

09



nnnnnnnn

8630 137 © BB oS wermO ¢0t@DE Bo®
eHBen ©%) 6 6RNE WD OB HIDBE DeHeE
6ER® D0 BS, ©OE0 6BRE, NBDBEEO
@€ Bus 80 Jod& el ev» b 1937 &
900 Deweg B0 wiczde Bedn § ¢,
BEIDEERD ODIC®

glTen QHMOBY, @B TeBo® Ois GODSD
DPOOTS, DIED DOV, o8 R,
6 BCE ewITenddd, i e@RDES,
e83R0S D3, @S eEER Oentiow, e@BLS
& RIS, RHENC 6. DeFo®, PROD®
$B0E0o® 8 &

9] — OB,
o 86 Omu H6) NGB 05 VGRS con
[ =] 5
T IR 506 HENMEE  oosee
“8 7 DRen BeODD,
" 01D Vs we et o

GO O ZWh»
DOIVOEED g &,
O0%)
ePBEDEReE LEISDOers roOd
‘et OeeBa Bowe NSs Bo®®n”
eNBBE0 HIEDTOE £ 6 BENERDGERS,
DADBED LNBDBNOES, BOSOS 30D
eNd@, @INLEEGS ¢t 80 Pedy
Beaismnn o¢ Oy MOBEDO® et
ales 080 cectn wsdiel @® 653
8000 8. & euged wif Oi)d) eRIew)

eC® MO 8y 8O OO
DEDD BOBOS GBS .

6@ g0 Seaewed 015 PIBDB @IDE NEDBEO
BESNED 8.8.6e5905ED el ©F DO,
B OBOQ FWEREHCO S BIOOTS, @I
2P BeBBE € B i SweBHedey Tsed
83603083, @BNENdE 68.8. Ee0MEDES i B
OZODS, @ENDBE GBS HEREBCO, @ENDE &0
OS8O O ©@ISDes) RO, ®®ENba
2clbew eEeHVOBD T8 gOIDEGEDRS,
e@BENDDOFN DHIOT Bt ICIeEmIR), 85ReS
BBee @.a00.¢ BED, Bilns SBee gese @6
¢ R0 8 88 Pedned gd»aw, 9@l
D @b, OB FROSLS s8Hw8I6 &l

e ®ENEDGERY, 8.8.50EE0® 8 epead
E9@1608S, cHBe QEOLAD, DeBOD®
DODIEEE) B MO8eBLS, &.8.0085 @10, ®eE
BEERE0, B5E @D cgeSem, 880 SO,
&DO RotNO OB®CT, NG HOS HEHES @O,

10

‘BoNE DI So®DES”

DEE0E, 8ot3B
ODMED, 6@1NSS
& @DE, 80D
&, 693
6360, B8 SSED, 6B
O0BE 8 @sedES, 09I
&00@aE0® 8 0es NBFw@e,
®NbE ©B0sS F@OD®, @BWINDE
BB e@0edm0 8 0oed
eNBEOGTS, DO HRBeE DB
DeBPR0 FEIRD 00D B & OO
DO ) DDEEES v DS

B30 I8®3 Bomd®a ) O
0@ MPMO §rOD §
“BONMEBE cEID DOG” B

“DOcY) 6EADBDEE BomDEB” BM
B0 ecem® HEMNOS o

INBED OO suBE & “eI

PIDBTH BodE BB 530G

DT Bom@wes 8B e O,

O BB eIt Bss
@8 ©om®eAE ¢ EDAERD E508NWEGE
6EE BWIBT.0D DY 83
Bo®O®EO A TOWN
e e &3.



D888 RO0 ax3ged @ 1@ Bed & Bove
NS Boe®ed &#rgd ERPS B8 DeEBSTOGEE.

©e3@8nE, e TeNoE, BSvd Dp@ow, D&EIOT
e Sp@o®, DS DEHIO SHEOLL®, DEBE
BoEow, By ©Eed, 9dt SEROBD, LIV
BemI0TD, &S99 DODIEEIR), 3% OBOE, EIIE,
8xedhd, Schm® DBDHB®O, 30w RO,
9BEENG) BN, BEED B0, DO EeNIED,
Q0@ DBEDODD e DEIVO BRE eRIe®)
eCeMNOE ¢ NEBE Jodd BEewx godd Bowe
BB Bo®ODRE.

®z MEES & @8558 b, 88.8.863.0850D,
©t33@ 300encdD, O8.008. ceamrD, oS OBes0 |
OBE) FOOE®, HBE) OIMBED, RS &. Dved’
&€ @Ot ©D8rOGT Bo®®ed ©I0 PILEEGTS 6EE
003t e@EWDOD DE FDO LGEIBLNE FISTRDRCE,
PDRE MNBO €3 gessene gitOed TRED® B
e QD@NDH BBOGTS GFREILDBOEES OB
eBBD.

Be3e80 ) BEN@BDO NS DO®EIE)I
£30TNNE DOBS TENeRE S5EENHDES )
08D ) DO DG FOE eDReds’ bEDD
‘D@ CEER" LoBNNG@ BE NDBERS OB HSD
EDE0ED OB ¢3ts eEs sSOBDSHO RB)D.
83 DeED OB "gNC STHTdONB” DO H® § g0,
2023 @by @ 8 10 O D€ SrHTeddiE
BOPOSHO 6BESS LBo®®ed 85 8 3003e30E0
£O®I®OCE.

D380 e85 Bo®®E B 80 O®IBD DICHO
0D § "SLrHmBE eCR® DOBR” & "Dt
eCRDBBEB Bom®B” BH o®® 6ceE O
®) NBBS OFO BB &) Pt PHBER BovE
NB5 BoeRE” NS Loe®ED 880 ©F &0,
86 Bexedn et Bus 8 wee®edec R
E30DNDE 6EL BIBEDD D3OS Bms
Bo®®E0 @ o ey ec® 0.

BomwE BDS BomdB OB "Spemies” HIBS
SO@IINDOD B®DNOD BEBre) DECtDY g0, I
e OBPD Fomed "Rt B PHIBR COSBED
Fomed "t3eb®” o) £8td e8¢ gomed ‘BBeIO” HOS
FPeD P oSS O Do 5 e g e
SO@9 PO ®F» ©F.

DBRS BowE BB Co®B@ 35eNe BDEH® 0@
BB DDBeLIeE FHHILDBOCRS , 6L3)
D3 etim) Q0T @GBS I IO NG
OFIDEeS @B esBTe®S DD SuSeD SoBSeE
£8P 0eEs @G BeHd OFEED c@ewnde®s’
3D O g0, OB gl SEE MDD
008 805 DOEIDE MNBEDE 68D GONO®G
EeSe0 ¢, D60 deme & HBm @308
BEEHma Gl o DewE 00D ERIGTSEO ¢ B0
BR® es® 0@,

FDC eI D), D B R lDde®® TR0
0 R0 P v 06 e 3 o8 w 85
A DOF).

Ppe padI€s
cAIBE Q¥eBy 686H0)

11



12

nnnnnnnn

ACTIVITIES

ACOBA Welfare, Affiliated Groups, Media &
Publicity Subcommittee 2023

Nurturing Connections and Initiatives

The ACOBA Welfare, Affiliated Groups, Media & Publicity
Subcommittee has been hard at work throughout 2023,
orchestrating events and initiatives that strengthen the bonds within
the ACOBA community.

EXCO Annual Get-Together: A Day of Celebration

The Annual Get-Together of ACOBA EXCO held on June 23rd, 2023,
at Dutch Trails, Negombo, was aresounding success. The event was
marked by its grand scale and featured a myriad of fun-filled
activities that brought together distinguished old Anandians. It
served as a day of camaraderie, laughter, and the creation of lasting
memories. The subcommittee's commitment to creating an
enjoyable and inclusive atmosphere was evident, making this
gathering amemorable experience for all.

Affiliated Groups' Meeting: Dialogue and Collaboration

On August 25th, 2023, the subcommittee organized an evening
function followed by dinner at Solis Hotel, Pitakotte, bringing
together the office-bearers of affiliated groups of ACOBA. The
meeting aimed to establish an open forum for discussing concerns,
sharing suggestions, and communicating the future project plans of
ACOBA. This event played a pivotal role in fostering open
communication and strengthening the collaborative spirit within the
ACOBA community.

Exclusive Benefit Schemes: Tailored Benefits for a Dynamic
Community

The Welfare & Affiliated Groups Subcommittee has been at the
forefront of introducing exclusive benefit schemes for ACOBA
membership holders. This unique initiative, introduced two years
ago, showcases ACOBA's commitment to providing unparalleled
advantages to its members. It represents a forward-thinking
approach that distinguishes ACOBA as a trailblazer among old boys'
and girls' associations in Sri Lanka.

It is evident that these efforts have significantly contributed to the
unity, progress, and well-being of our beloved association.

In conclusion, let's stay connected, stay engaged, and continue
building a stronger ACOBA community together.



“UTHURIN NAGAM 2023

It's that time of the year. Schools celebrate brotherly love at the grounds as big match fever is
upon us. Among those gems of sports celebrations we come across a Diamond. A Diamond that
stands out for its value and pristine nature. That is the Annual sports festival between the Jaffna
Hindu College and Ananda CollegeColombo, themed as “UTHURIN NAGAM 2023”.

This prestigious event started in 2012 coinciding with the 125th anniversary of Ananda College.
This momentous event was held to relive the memory of Mr. V.T.S.Sivagurunathan a past pupil of
Jaffna Hindu College and a beloved teacher of Ananda College. By then this festival consisted of
Cricket match for Sivagurunathan Memorial Trophy, English debate for the Panikkar-
Thanabalasingham Challenge Shield, Basketball and Chess tounements.

This sports festival between two outstanding schools among the Buddhist and Hindu
communities have sent out a very clear and resounding message to the whole country. A
message of brotherly love and respect that spreads among the many generations.

With time this Diamond of an event has become a fully fledged sports celebration as extended
day event stretching up to several days. The venue alternates between Jaffna and Colombo. This
year Ananda College hosted the festival in Colombo themed as “UTHURIN NAGAM 2023” which

was held from 21*to 24" March 2023.

SICAS at ANANDA
“Arjuna- Babar -T20 Cup, 2023”

“Arjuna- Babar -T20 Cup, 2023”between Salamat International
Center for Advanced Studies Lahore Pakistan, and Ananda College
Colomb SriLankais yet again the newest addition of sporting culture
established between two energetic competitors for the mutual
betterment of school sporting arena with a touch of international
competition standards. The inaugural encounter of this annual
sporting event was held in Colombo as a fruitful result produced by
the effortof the sports development subcommittee of Ananda
College Old Boys Association (ACOBA) who took the initiative in to
act on behalf of the Ananda College and the Old Anandaians Sports
Club which is an affiliated group of the ACOBA with the collaboration
of SICAS and representatives of Pakistan High Commission in Sri
Lanka.

SICAS....

“SICAS” or “Salamat International Center for Advanced Studies” is
one of Lahore's oldest and most prestigious network of schools
that offers a comprehensive educational experience from pre-
school to A' Levels. With a history dating back to 1974, SICAS
schools today continue their commitment to unite knowledge and
social responsibility. The schools seek students who combine
academic aptitude, intellectual curiosity, and tenacity of character.
Because learning and growth at SICAS arise from each individual's
engagement with others, the richness of education at SICAS
requires diversity, tolerance, as well as an awareness of the
community they share.

SICAS team was managed and coordinated by Mr.
MahamoodKashif, Mr. Nawaz Asim who were representatives of
SICAS, and were comprised of extremely talented and competitive
sportsmen who excelled in showcasing their skills at this inaugural
sporting arena.

Continued to page No. 19
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Rithmika Thehas Kiringoda of the Primary section of
Ananda College has managed to emerge victorious as
the Champion of the World Chess Championship 2023
inthe under 9 category. The championship was held in
Athens,Greece with the participation of 61 chess
players from 24 different countries

“Congratulations" We're so very proud of you!

Ananda Tennis Green Ball -A & Orange Ball - A Teams
emerged victorious, becoming the champions at the
All Island Tennis Championships 2023.

Present Anandian Manuja Gamage representing
Sri Lanka in World Aquatics Junior Swimming
Championships 2023 in Isreal.

Ananda College U18 table tennis team won the
national schools table tennis championship.

RuvishanPerera, a shining star from
Ananda College, is set to make
history once again as he
proudly represents Sri Lanka in
the U-19 youth national team!
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Sudam Liyanage of Ananda College, who has
secured a spot in the lineup for the U-16
FIBA Asian Championship SABA Qualifier
Tournament, proudly representing Team Sri Lanka.

Ananda College won the Vanlangenberg Trophy

at the Colombo Rowing Club Opening Regatta 2023.
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Present
Anandian
Abhilash
Indisa,
Medal
winning
shooter
represent
Sri Lanka
15" Asian
Shooting
Champions
hip held in
Korea.

Sandas Usgodaarachchi won the U18 boys

Blue and Gold Hockey Sevens 2023,
U19 All Island Schools Hockey 7s Tournament
Organized by Royal College, Colombo.
Ananda College won the Plate Championship

Ananda Table Tennis ,Under 12 Inter School
A DivisionChampions 2023

Singles and Doubles titles in Sri Lanka
Hard Court Championship 2023
recently held at Sri Lanka Tennis
Association (SLTA) Colombo.

Our Under 17 A Team emerged Champions at the all
Island Under 17 Badminton tournament held in
Bandarawela

National Junior Athletic Championship
2023. VenujaPerere won U-16 Hammer
Throw Gold Medal.

The Under 16 Badminton team of Ananda
College has emerged as the Runners
up of the National Schools Western
Province Badminton Championship 2023

Ananda College now has the 100M
Under 20 FASTEST men in Sri
Lanka!!! Crowned Gold & Silver
at recent events....
Merone & Vidushan.

Our under 15 Badminton team
captain Senuth Perera
was selected to represent
Sri Lankan team for
the south Asian region games to
be held in Nepal.

Ananda College
emerged victorious as
the All-Island
Shakespeare drama
competition 2023 for
delivering an
emotional
erformance of .
Mchett. Continued to page No. 27

Back Inner
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The Association of Old Anandians in
the UK (AOA UK) was inaugurated in
1982, so it has served our alma
mater and Anandian community in
the UK for over four decades now. The
main objectives of our association are
to develop educational and sports
activities, and financially assist needy
students at Ananda College. 2023 has been
another very successful year for our
Association from all fronts. Below are a
snapshot of activities during the current
year.

Projects
Rowing boat

Last year we donated USD 10,300
towards buying a brand-new rowing boat
for the College rowing crew. After some
delays in clearing the boat at Sri Lanka
Customs, we managed to deliver it to the
boys at a launching ceremony held at the
Colombo Rowing Club on the 13th of July.
The event was attended by the Principal,
college officials, AOA UK officials, and
college rowing crew.

Badminton

We donated Rs 300,000 to the Ananda
College Badminton Association to
purchase feather shuttles which they
needed for their entire 2023 season. With
this support, our boys have managed to
emerge as runners-up in the under-15 All
Island Interschool championship.
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OVERSEAS WINGS

AOA-UK

AvuruduUthsawaya

The Sinhala New Year, known locally as
'AluthAvurudda,' is a radiant celebration
that marks the end of the harvest season
and the beginning of a new lunar year in Sri
Lanka. On Sunday 23rd April at Tudor Park
Sports & Leisure Centre in London,
Anandians in the UK and their families and
friends celebrated this important event
with a fitting show that consisted of
traditional sweets, games, songs, dances,
dramas, etc. From the sweet aroma of
kavum and kokis wafting through the air to
the joyful sounds of firecrackers and raban
drums, every moment is a heartfelt
expression of gratitude to nature and a
prayer for prosperity. As families gather to
light the hearth, share meals, and
exchange gifts, the Sinhala New Year
unites the island nation in a beautiful
tapestry of unity, hope, and renewal.

Summer Ball

The annual Summer Ball is not just an
event; it's an eagerly awaited tradition that
brings our community together under the
starlit sky. This is also our main
fundraising event of the year and it was
held on Saturday 24th June at the Royal
National Hotel in London. Every year, as
the warm breeze carries the scent of
blossoming flowers, our members and
supporters gather in their finest summer
attire, united by a shared purpose: to raise
crucial funds for our cause. The evening
is a spectacular fusion of elegant dining,
lively entertainment, and heartfelt

generosity. The twinkling lights,

soft melodies, and contagious
laughter create an enchanting
atmosphere, but it's the spirit of
giving and the palpable passion for
our mission that truly sets the night
apart. The Summer Ball stands as
a testament to the power of
collective action, and the funds
raised set new benchmarks,
enabling us to make a difference at
our Alma mater.

English development program

We've agreed to Fund Rs 655,00
for an English development
programme for the hostellers.
Around 150 hostellers in Grades 6,
7 and 8 will benefit from this
programme by enhancing their
English proficiency and spoken
communication skills. This
programme is spearheaded by the
Ananda College batch of 2006,
who will manage the programme at
the college premises.

Events
40th Anniversary Celebrations

AOA UK celebrated its 40th
anniversary on Saturday 3rd
December at the Hilton Watford in
London. Celebrating the 40th
anniversary of our Association is
not merely a testament to the
longevity and endurance of our
institution, but a reflection of the
shared commitment, passion,
and purpose that have bound us
allthese years. As we stand at this
significant milestone, we are
reminded of the countless
memories created, challenges
overcome, and successes
achieved, all woven together into
the rich tapestry of our shared
history. This is a moment to



honour the visionaries who laid the foundation, applaud the
relentless spirit of those who've sustained and nurtured fit,
and inspire the new generation to carry the legacy forward.
Let this 40th year be a beacon that illuminates our past
achievements and paves the way for a future filled with even
greater accomplishments.

Festival of Cricket

Participating in the Festival of Cricket in the UK was an
experience that transcended the boundaries of mere sport.
This year too Ananda College took part in this wonderful
event with a young and talented team of Anandians. It was
held on the 9th of July at Hainault Recreation Ground in East
Lodnon. The festival was not just about the thrill of the
game, but a confluence of cultures, camaraderie, and
shared passion for cricket. Every match was a tapestry of
powerful shots, impeccable fielding, and strategic plays,
echoing with cheers and support from fans who came from
all corners of the country. Being a part of this event was not
just about playing cricket; it was about being woven into the
Sri Lankan community in the UK, united by the love for the
Gentleman's Game.

Big Match

The Ananda-Nalanda Big Match is not just another cricket
encounter; it's an age-old rivalry and a celebration that
encapsulates the spirit and traditions of two of Sri Lanka's

most esteemed educational institutions. This year's Battle
of the Maroons UK was held on the 28th of August at the
Finchley Cricket Club in London. Both Anandians and
Nalandians in the UK played this much-anticipated match
with the true spirit of the encounter. This year, Anandians
won the main match and Nalandians won the over-40s
match. Alumni, young and old, rally around their teams,
reliving their school days and reigniting friendships that
time has failed to diminish. Off the field, amidst the
fluttering flags and festive stalls, the camaraderie is
palpable, as generations come together to celebrate not
just a sporting event,but a legacy.
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0ld Anandians' 70-75 Group (Activities during First Three Quarters of
2023)

Old Anandians' 70 75 Group has carried outfollowing projects and
activities during first 3 Quarters of year 2023.

Annual Religious Activity

Annual “ Bodhi Pooja Pinkama” was held in 2" week of February 2023 to
pass on merits to Past Principals, Teachers and Members who depart
from us & also to share the spirit of friendship & harmony and invoke
blessings to family members of the Group.

Blood Donation 2022 - (Annual Event)

Ananda 70 75 Group did organize the Blood Donation campaign for the
24" time. The event was held at College Premises on 25" January 2023
with the participation of the President of ACOBA Mr.Bimal Wijesinghe.
There were 81 blood donors attended.

Members Welfare

To strengthen the fellowship among group members and to enhance the

ACTIVITIES OF

bond between families of the group
members, the annual Peduru Patiya was
organized by the Group on 20th of May
2023 at Solis Reception Hall, Pitakotte with
the participation of Principal Mr.Lal
Dissanayaka, President of ACOBA Prof.
Athula Kaluarachchi and many more past
Presidents of ACOBA and 120
Participants.

Fund Raising

Under the fund raising projects, due to the demand from the fellow
Anandians the group has repeated doing Tie pins and Cufflink with Ananda
crestin September 2023 and now they available for sale.

Future Events

The Blood Donation for the year 2023 will be held in line with the Olcott
Commemoration on Saturday the in 18" of November 2023 from 8.00 am
t02.00 pmatthe College Premises.

The AGM of the Group will be held on Friday the 24th of November at the
College Siyawasa Hall with the participation of the Principal Mr.Lal
Dissanayaka and ACOBA President Prof Athula Kaluarachchi and the Joint
Secretaries of the ACOBA.

The “Nena Harasara” Event for the students who excelled at the 2022
Advanced Level Examination in 2022 by obtaining 3As will be held on
Thursday the 14" of December 2023.

2023 Group Activities of Old Anadians' 75-80 Group — Active since
1985 — Incorporated by Act of Parliament

Our Annual General Meeting for the new year was held on 27" Of
January 2023 at All Ceylon Buddhist Congress Auditorium. New
President elected by mutual consent of members was Janaka
Kurukulasuriya with a Executive Committee consisting of 25 members.
Following the AGM was a Fellowship & Dinner at BRC auditorium which
was attended by nearly 80 members.

Following activities were held during the year: -

* Annual Buddha Pooja was held on 15" of February at Genelanda Purana
Viharaya, Kalalgoda, Thalawathugoda which was attended by nearly 50
members of the Group

* Annual Social Service Project which certain parts were finished by the
Group to Kokollai Mixed Tamil Vidhyalam on 27" Of February at Kokillai. On
completing the project we invited the school to visit Colombo over
weekendto do a tour of Colombo which the School accepted warmly.
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* Annual Stag Night was held on 28" of April at Lotus Tower premises
including Fellowship & Dinner with an opportunity visit the Observation Deck

* Our new Annual Social Service project will be dedicated to a school in
Ampara - Ruhunugam Vidyalaya Dadayamthalawa , with expected expenses
in the region of around Two Million Rupees of which all will be contributions
from our members & their associated well-wishers.

* Annual Family Trip of the Group members took place at Hotel Citrus
Waskaduwa on 26"& 27" of August with the participation of over 50
members &their wives.

* On 10" of September MU/Kokillai Mixed Tamil Vidyalam students visited
Colombo. They were taken to the Colombo Museum, Colombo Port City,
Lotus Tower, Zoological Gardens & other places of interest. Overnight
accommodation was provided at the Hostel premises for which we are very
grateful to the Principal Mr Lal Dissanayake. All meal expenses during the
visit was borne by Group.

* Qur Annual Fund-Raising event the Musical Extravaganza was held on 16"

Of September at Grand Monarch Banqueting facilities in Thalawathugoda to

an audience of 270+ Guests. The event was “The Annual Baila Night” with
the Band “TAXI” & Guest Artists.

* The Pinnacle of 75-80 Group
Activities is Annual Teachers Health
Camp which was held on 22" October
at College premises. This event was
supported by over 80 Doctors who are
old boys of our School. Participation
of over 300 Past & Present teachers
were a very exceptional feature.
During the event Morning Meal & Lunch was provided to all. This event was
made a success by the participation of Old Anandians' 2012 Group & Old
Anandians' Medical Guild. All funding required was self-generated with the
help of our members & Old Anadaians' Groups overseas.

In addition,we are providing following Scholarships to needy students of
College: -

* 10X 5000 Rupee monthly educational stipend for Junior School

* 2 XRs 100,000 + per annum Scholarships for 2 students from rural &
needy areas — Sponsorship provided in memory of our member late
Priyantha Weersainghe.

* 1XRs 20,000 per month Scholarship fora Medical Student (Old Boy of the
School) donated in memory of our ex-President Channa Perera for which
sponsorship is entirely borne by his wife Mrs Sayuri Perera.
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The annual flagship project of Old Anandians 97
Group —distribution of “Ananda Siritha” booklet
and memento plant to new Grade 1 students was
held on 23rd March 2023. The event was
organized in parallel to the welcome ceremony
organized forGrade 1 students.

The event comprised a symbolic handing over of th
“Ananda Siritha” booklet and memento plant to
representatives from each class by the Chief Guest
and the Principal, followed by the distribution of
booklets and plants to the student at class level.
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0A 2001 Group : Future Trails career Program s organized
by Old Anandians' 2001 Group under the guidance of
Education Subcommittee of the Old Boys Association of
Ananda College. This Career Guidance Program was
organized for the 7th consecutive time this year as a hybrid
event held at the Kularathna Hall with live online streaming of
the event for hundreds of student participation. Prominent
personalities from Universities and the Corporate world of Sri
Lanka participated in the program to discourse and make
presentations oftheirunique life experiences."

0A 2004

(Leadership Training Programme for primary
prefects)

Primary prefects Day is one of a most significant
annual events of Primary section which is
organizing by Old Anandian's Group of 2004
sinceyear2019.

In an attempt to taking this event to the next level,
we decidedintroduced a leadership training
programme called "LEADERS OF TOMORROW"
fornewly appointed primary prefects.

This event was concluded successfully on 08"
September& Primary Prefects day was held on
20" on the same month, with the support of
group members and we have

Our very own fellow Anandians, Mr. Thilanga
Kaushal Mendis from Old Anandians' 2002 Group
and Dr.Gayan Nalaka Jayawardane from Old
Anandians Group of 2004, participated as Guest
Speakers and shared their valuable experiences
andideas among the young leaders.

Mr. Sujeewa Rathmahal - Vice President of
Ananda College Old Boys' Association was joined
hand with us on that day, to made the event more
valuable and remarkable.

We wish to thank everyone who helped to make
this eventa success.

Continued to Page No. 26
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Continued from Page no. 25

Projects and programs of the Ananda College Old Hostellers
Guild for the year 2023.

1. 0Old Hostellers Guild Annual General Meeting and Annual Get-
Together.

2. Launching of old hostlers guild web site anandaohg.lk

3. Fully renovated the Ananda College Hostel - Senior Boys'
washroom.

4, Renovated and fixed the Hostel's direct water supply system to
avoid major water leaks.

5. Donated materials for the renovation of the Hostel kitchen area
and lobby.

6. Organized the Old Hostellers' Annual Cricket Tournament.

7. Donated canvas shoes to Hostel cadet students.

8. Held an Education Appreciation Awards ceremony for the
students who achieved highlighted educational achievements.

9. Donated CFL bulbs, fans, and bed linens to students and
uniforms for Hostel kitchen staff.

10.  Conducted several motivation program for students by
distinguished old hostlers.

11. Replaced the Hostel's
damaged doors and window
glasses.

12. 'Who am | " results coaching
session by qualified results
coach and distinguish old
Anandianindika Ramachandra
for grade 11 students.
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0ld Anandians' Medical Guild (OAMG)

Ananda Medical Center - The Medical Center is fully functioned and maintained by the Old
Anandians' Medical Guild providing medical services to the staff and students at Ananda College
on every school day. First Aid, basic injury care and emergency care, health promotion
&education, health screening and check-ups at health campaigns and special events, issuing
Sports Medical Certificates for participants of relevant sports events are some of the leading
activities of Ananda Medical Center.

Motivational & Support Programmes—"Advanced Level Biology Section - Motivational
Programme 2023” - Advanced Level Biology Section Motivational Program 2023 was
held at the Kularathna Hall of Ananda College on 31st March 2023.

0ld Anandians' Medical Guild Academic Sessions — 2023 - The Academic Sessions
2023 was successfully conducted on 15" July 2023 at Waters Edge, Colombo which
was proudly organized by the Old Anandians' Medical Guild (OAMG). OAMG Academic
Sessions 2023 was a great opportunity to meet medical professionals from different
disciplines while sharing knowledge and experiences in the profession as a part of our
continuous medical education (CME) programme. The funds generated through this
event are utilized for the maintenance of '‘Ananda Medical Center' which provides total
free health services to school children and the staff of Ananda College and for other
health related, and educational activities organized by the Old Anandians' Medical Guild.

Teachers' Medical Camp — 2023 - The Teachers' Medical Camp 2023 was held on
22"0ctober 2023 at the school premises with the participation of more than 250 present &
past teachers of Ananda College.It was conducted for the 27" time as a collaboration of Old
Anandians' Medical Guild, Old Anandians' 75-80 group, and Old Anandians' 2012 group.
Medical Coverage for Events of Ananda College - The Medical Professionals of Old
Anandians' Medical Guild provide medical and healthcare coverage for school events
held around the year organized inside school premises and outside. It consists of first-
aid and emergency care with medical expertise, guidance and providing medicines and
equipment. Qualified medical doctors cover the events, and all these services are
provided free of charge.

Way forward for OAMG

Expand services given at the New Medical Center at “Sathmahala” Building with improved
facilities for healthcare delivery and telemedicine.

Development of an Electronic Health Record System to provide continuity of care and
accountability of care.

Healthy Lifestyle and Nutrition Promotion for students & staff of Ananda College.

Alcohol, Tobacco & Drug Prevention Awareness Programmes with stakeholder
collaboration.

Psychological Health Promotion, Motivational & Support Programmes for students & staff
of Ananda College. Visit www.oamg.lk for more information.




Ananda College emerges National Champions in English debating

The English debating team of Ananda College emerged as National Champions at
the 18th Sri Lanka School's National Debating Championship organised by the
Debating Society and Moot Court of the Faculty of Law University of Colombo in
association with the Sri Lanka Debater's Council.

The tournament is considered as the high point of the local English debating
circles and featured 54 teams from all over the island including Government and
international schools.

Continued from page No. 18
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