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EDITORIAL

The times have passed & memories cherished, but we are
geared to release another episode of the Anandaya news
bulletin for 2021. So itis with honour & pleasure that this note is
penned down on behalf of the editorial committee. Needless to
say we all have had a very bad patch of our lives due to the
Covid-19 pandemic situation & perhaps would have even been
compelled to adjust our lifestyles to a "NEW NORMAL" phase.
But however, we as Anandians have always been able to adapt
to different circumstances ,hence being able to make our own
way with our usual events, although the magnitude was not as
glamorous as before. The Olcott oration is one such flagship
event organised by ACOBA & held under strict health guidelines,
but reached many through a live cast. The orator was
Consultant Senior Professor Sampath Amaratunge who spoke
on" The silent leadership behind the foundation of Ananda
College - Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thera”

As we all know & understand this news bulletin is a showcase
for all alumnae of Ananda & even for others to gauge &
comprehend the achievements made, events held,
appointments made to high offices, & even obituaries of our
past members. Having said that this bulletin will also carry an
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Overseas Affiliated Groups —
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interview with one of the oldest past principals of Ananda
college covering his time with Aanada, contributions made &
even interesting recollections in his life with Ananda which will
bring recognition to a past president once again amongst
Ananda alumnae & also bring a recollection for the recent old
Anandians. Further we present yet another interview with a new
principal of the Ananda College.

As we initiated a space for a clubfrom the current college
community to showcase their achievements, this time the
reference goes to a quite active club. On the other hand we
organized the “135th Anandabhiwanshaya” proposal.This
proposal was to look back at our history, to understand what it
means to be an Anandian, and to build our future staying true to
our roots as an 'English Buddhist School".

Finally we need to accept the fact that developing a layout for
this bulletin under current situation is by all means a herculean
task. However the members of the subcommittee determined
to execute their entrusted duties to make it a reality & also an
interesting release.So while wishing all our readers the
blessings of Mother Ananda we remain at your disposal.
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Past Principals of Ananda College

The mothership 'Ananda’, which started its journey 136
years ago with 37 students was safely sailed by its
captains until it reached 8000 students at present.
These captains are non-other than our beloved
Principals.

The English Buddhist College, which started under the
full supervision of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero
and Ven. Miggettuwatte Gunananda Thero becomes the
"Ananda College", Mr. C.W. Leadbeater was appointed
as its first principal. Since then amidst various
challenges, 33 principals have worked tirelessly to
make Ananda the pinnacle of Buddhist education.
Among them are patriotic men, the pioneers of the
freedom struggle who marked the turning points in the
cultural, political, social, and economic aspects of Sri
Lanka.

As the children of mother Ananda let us cherish the
virtues of our former principals who raised us to the
heights we are today. Let this pictorial recollection be a
guiding light for us to follow the path they created.

NO YEAR PrincipalNAME
1| NOV1886To OCTI889 Mr.C. W. Leadbeater

2 | JAN 189070 DEC 1898 Mr. A. E. Buultiens

3 | DEC 1898 To DEC 1907 | SirD. B. Jayatilleke

4 | JAN1908ToAPRI909 Mr. Messrs).T. Davis

5 | MAY 1909 To APR 1910 | Sir D. B. Jayatilleke

6 | APRI910 TANOV1913 Mr. M. U. Moore

7 | NOV1913 TaJAN1914 Mr. Dandiris De Silv&

8 | JAN1914 TAVAR1917 Mr. Fritz Kunz

9 | APR1917 ToDEC 1917 | Mr.C. V. Ranawake **
10 | JAN1918ToDEC 1922 Mr.P. deS. Kularatne

11 | JAN 1923 ToJUL 1923 | Mr. G. P. Malalasekara **
12 | JAN1923To JUL 1923 | Mr. P. deS. Kularatne

13 |NOV 1932 ToAPR 1935 | Mr.L. H. Mettananda **
14 | JUL 1935 ToMAR 1936 | Mr. L. H. Mettananda

15 | APR 1936 To MAR 1938 | Mr.P. De S. Kularatne
16 | APR 1938 ToNOV 1938 | Mr. S. De Slayaratne **
17 |NOV 1938 To APR 1943 | Mr. P. deS. Kularatne

18 | MAY 1943 To Nov 1945 | Mr. A. B. Perera

19 | NOV1945 TDEC1954 Mr. L. H. Mettananda

20 | JAN1955 TADEC 1961 Mr. S. A. Wijethilake

21 | JAN 1962 To OCT 1964 | Mr. M. W. Karunananda
22 | OCT 1964 To MAY 1969 | Lt. Col. E. A. Perusinghe
23 | MAY 1969 To JAN 1981 | Col. G. W. Rajapaksa

24 | JAN 1981 To JAN 1982 | Mr.S. K. Nettananda

25 | JAN 1982 To OCT 1987 | Col. V. S. Kudaligama
26 | OCT 1987 To JUN 1995 | Mr. A. P. Guneratne

27 | JUN 1995 To JAN 2001 | Mr.T. B. Damunupola

28 | JAN2001 To JUN 2008 | Mr.B. A. Abeyrathne

29 | SEP 2008 To NOV 2009 | Mr. Lal Dissanayake **
30 | NOV 2009 To MAY 2013 | Mr.L. M. D. Dharmasena
31 | May 2013 ToAUG 2016 | Mr. Kithsiri Liyanagamage
32 | AUG 2016 ToDEC 2021 | Mr.S. MKeerthirathna
33 | DEC 2021 To JAN2022 | Mr. Sarath Gunathilaka **

**Acting Principals of Ananda College
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The silent leadership behind the
founding of Ananda College -

Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thera
Senior Professor Sampath Amaratunge

An abstract of the speech by Senior Professor
Sampath Amaratunge at Kularatne Hall
celebrating the 135th anniversary of Ananda
College at 4.30 pm on October 30. He is the
Chairman of University Grants Commission
and the former Vice Chancellor of the
University of Sri Jayawardenepura. He was an
honorable old Anandian. The
event was organized by
Ananda College Old Boys'

Association. prominent

“Appamado Amata Padan” -
Heedfulness is the path to the
deathless.

Celebrating the 135 years of
excellence of Ananda
College, my alma mater and
yours, | began my speech
with a quote, the motto of our
college founded in 1886 with
the earnest efforts of
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala
Thera and Migettuwatte Gunananda Thera,
resembling the heart of Ananda college and
during a very distressing time for the
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Ananda college is a

institution spreading
knowledge all over the
world for 135 years
following the footsteps
of Ananda Thera, the
treasurer of dhamma
of Lord Buddha. ’

motherland. Ananda College was born
along with the revival of Buddhism and the
contribution of the Paramavignartha
Buddhist Organization and Colonel Henry
Steel Olcott. Its motto is from the Chapter
'Heedfulness' in Dhammapada.

Ananda collegei s a
prominent institution
spreading knowledge
all over the world for
135 years following the
footsteps of Ananda
Thera, the treasurer of
dhamma of Lord
Buddha.

The third Dhamma
Sangayana gifted us
with an education
system that saw both
successes and failures
for more than 2000
years. The year 1505
saw the fall of local education and
Hikkaduwe Sri SumangalaThera,one of the
most influential spiritual leaders of our time,
made a revolution in local education

through Buddhist philosophy revived in 1850. His
role in uplifting local education and establishing
Buddhist schools is worth appraising.

He was born on January 20,1927,in Hikkaduwa
in Galle. He was named Don Nicholas
Abeygunawardene and was the fifth child of his
family. With the permission of his parents he was
ordained as Hikkaduwe Sumangala under
Aruggamuwe Revatha Therain 1840 at the age of
13.

During the four years under Revatha Thera, he
learned Sinhala and Pali from Pannamgoda
Jethuththara Thera.

In 1844 his teachers decided to assign him to
Walane Siddhartha Thera and the
Paramadhammachethiya Pirivena in Ratmalana
founded by Siddhartha There in 1839 became his
institution. Sumangala Samanera with his
unguenchable thirst for education learned
Sanskrit and Logic from a Brahmin named
Kashinatha.

Sumangala Thera who obtained higher ordination
in the Uposthagaraya in Kandy in 1848
impressed the Theras gathered by reciting the
Parivara Pali. He also wrote and recited eight Pali
verses at the ceremony and received Atapirikara
and blessings from the Mahanayake Thera
present.

Upon obtaining his higher ordination he dedicated
his whole life to serve the nation. One of his initial
contributions was the establishment of the
Lankopakara press in 1858 in Galle against the
spread of other religions. A newspaper titled
Lankaloka and other booklets and magazines to
promote Buddhism were published. The
contribution made by Migettuwatte Gunananda
Thera was not small either. He conducted
lectures every Sunday at the temple against
Christianity and established the Sarwagne
Sasana Wrudhdhidayaka Dhamma Samagama to
protect Buddhism from Christianity. This
organization purchased another Sinhalese
printing press in 1862 and Gunananda Thera



published a book titled Kristhiyaniwada
Mardanaya.

In an era when the Buddhist education was
deteriorating, a new meaningful education
tradition came to life with the direct
intervention of Weliwita Siri Saranankara
Sangharaja Thera in the mid - 18th century.

Karathota Sri Dharmarama Thera and Walane
Siddhartha Thera were the two key figures
who continued the education tradition after
him. Walane Siddhartha Thera may have
produced two great individuals who would
create two education systems in the country
after him namely Hikkaduwe Sumangala Thera
and Rathmalane Sri Dharmaloka Thera.

The debates in Baddegama and Waragoda in
1865, the debate in Udanwita in 1866 and
Gampola in 1871 are four main debates of the
Pancha Maha Vada (the five great debates).
The debate in Panadura in 1873 was the most
prominent debate among the five great
debates.

Migettuwatte Gunanda Thera participated in
the debate in Panadura while Hikkaduwe
Sumangala Thera contributed immensely by
providing dhamma facts be ingbehind the
curtain. One of the main features of these
debates was while Migettuwatte Gunananda
Thera, an able debater of eloquence debated,
Sumangala Thera provided facts nourishing
the debate.

In the same year Vidyodaya Pirivena was
founded by Hikkaduwe Sumangala Thera
under the motto Vijja Uppaththan Settan
Maligakanda aiming to create religious delight
and spiritual renaissance among Buddhists.

Many people from all over the world came to
receive education from this Pirivena. We
cannot leave out Sumangala Thera's

educational
philosophy which
created a new
direction in Lankan
education with the
founding of
Vidyodaya Pirivena.

The following extract
taken from a letter to
one of his students in
English sent on
October 17, 1877 is
an excellent example
for his educational
philosophy.

“I received your letter. If you are teaching
Sinhalese grammar to anyone you should do
it with love and effort. If there is anything you
cannot explain, ask for clarifications.
Remember that the key to the house of wealth
is the knowledge of teaching. Consider
courage as the source of happiness. Both
teaching skills and courage should go hand in
hand. When | know you do that, | may extend
my assistance. Try to follow the five
precepts.”

We can get an understanding of his

educational philosophy with this extract alone.

It was the philosophy of Vidyodaya Pirivena
as well as every Buddhist school which was

born afterwards. His fame was not limited to
Sri Lanka but grew beyond. Even the
Governor at the time showed him respect by
worshipping him. Such was the influence he
had on society.

He realized the importance of Lankan education
during the great movement to revive the religion
and education system caused to deteriorate
because of colonization. The manner he worked
towards reviving the education and religion is
evident in his academic activities. He published
Sudarshanaya in 1862, Bauddha Vak Saraya in
1862, Sumathi Sangrahaya in 1864, Sandhi
Sangrahaya in 1866, Kavyasekara Sannasa in
1872, Sidath Sangara Sannasa in 1873, Sinhala
Vlyakarana Sahitha Varna Reethiya in 1873,
Masarthu Laksanaya in 1874, Pali Nama Vayana
Varna Shilpa in 1875, Batuvanthudawe
Pandithuma Samanga Ummagga Jathaka
Sannasa and Batuvanthudawe Pandithuma
Samanga Pali Maha Sangha Teeka Sannasa in
1880.

The revision of Mahavansa containing numerous
errors and its Sinhalese adaption by Sumangala
Thera with Batuwantudawe Sri
Devarakshathacharya provide more insights into
his academic knowledge and this fact is in
Mahavansa itself. Colonel Olcott visited Sri Lanka
on May 17, 1880 and embraced Buddhism
followed by the founding of Paramavignartha
Buddhist Organization for the revival of Buddhism
in Sri Lanka. Maha Nayakas of Malwatu and
Asgiri chapters, Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thera,
Mohottiwatte Gunananda Thera, Pottuvil
Indrajothi Thera, Mulleriyawe Gunaratne Thera,
Thalahene Amaramoli Thera, Kotuwegoda

Gnanananda Thera, Heiyyantuduwe Devamitta
Thera, Bulatgama Dhamalankara Thera, Welithara
Ambagahapitiye Wimalasara Thera, Mihiripenne
Sri Sumanatissa Nayaka Thera, Dodanduwe
Piyaratanatissa Thera, Weligama Sri Sumangala
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Thera, Randombe Dharmalankara
Thera, Waskaduwe Sri Subhoothi
Thera, Dempe Buddha Rakkhitha
Thera, Welithara Ambagahapitiya
Asabhatissa Thera, Bulatgama
Sri Sumanatissa Thera,
Ambagahawatte Sri Indrasabha
Thera, Sri Nandaramatissa Thera
and Akmeemamana Dharmarama
Thera were the instructors of the
organization and Colonel Henry
Steel Olcott was its President.
Among them Migettuwatte
Gunananda Thera, Hikkaduwe
Sumangala Thera, Weligama Sri
Sumangala Thera contributed
immensely to the Pancha Maha
Vada and Dodanduwe
Piyaratanatissa Thera was the
founder of the first Buddhist
school in Sri Lanka.

You may wonder why | spoke
about all these monks in my
speech. | mentioned their names
as they were also silently
contributing to revive Buddhism
like Migettuwatte Gunananda
Thera, Hikkaduwe Sumangala
Thera, Weligama Sumangala
Thera and Dodanduwe
Piyaratanatissa Thera. They would
not have been assigned as
instructors of Paramavignartha
Buddhist Organization, if not for
their immense service to Buddhism.

Paramadhammachetiya Pirivena, Vidyodaya
Pirivena and Vidyalankara Pirivena gave life to
Buddhist education when it was deteriorating
and laid foundation for the ever-emerging local
education. Jinalabdhivishodhana College and
Kotte Buddhist Mixed School emerged as
Buddhist schools.

During such era, the Paramavignartha
Buddhist Organization was founded and with
that a revolution was seen in education.A
significant event that | should mention here
is the Buddhist conference headed by Sri
Sumangala Thera held in Pettah on October
13, 1886.

As a result, the Paramavignartha Buddhist
Organization founded an English school at
No 1, Maliban Street, Pettah on November 1,
1886. Rev. Leadbeater was its first Principal.
According to Balangoda Ananda Maithri
Thera, he attained the ability to recall his
past lives, also known as Pubbe
Niwasanussathi Gnana.
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With that Ananda College came into
existence. Kusum Herath commenting on the
play 'Ananda Javanika' produced by
Dayananda Gunawardena for the 100th
anniversary of Ananda College said
Migettuwatte Gunananda Thera, Dodanduwe
Piyaratana Thera. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala
Thera and lay people including Anagarika
Dharmpala as depicted in the drama had
worked with commitment amidst various
challenges to establish Ananda College and
had set an excellent example to society.

Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thera was
assigned with the administration of the
Colombo English School from 1892 to 1895
and A. E. Buultjens was the Principal during
this period. The English School was named
as Ananda College on August 17, 1895.

| would like to speak about an important event
which you all should pay attention. The
naming committee decided to name our
school in honor of Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala
Thera to which he strongly opposed as he
was unwilling to name the school after him.

He then
recommended to
name the school after
Migettuwatte
Gunananda Thera and
the name proposed
was Gunananda
College. Gunananda
Thera disagreed with
his recommendation
and suggested that
the school be known
as Ananda College
after Ananda Thera,
the chief disciple of
Lord Buddha and the
treasurer of Dhamma
with the hope that this
school will one day
stand out as a
Dhamma Treasury.

Sumangala Thera later
publicly agreed with
the proposal of
Gunananda Thera
stating that the
school's name
contained a part of
Gunananda Thera's
name who worked
towards the religion
and society for the
betterment of the
country.

Time passed on and the erudite Thera showing
qualities of Lord Buddha demised on April 29,
1911. After many decades came the Kannangara
era enlightening Lankan education and adding the
concept of free education to the formal education
giving birth to the free education system in Sri
Lanka. Many Buddhist schools were born even
after. Not only the educational philosophy of
Ananda, Nalanda, Maliyadeva and Dharmaraja
but of every school was revived by Sumangala
Thera's philosophy. Even though we have failed
to mention his name in the pages of our history,
we are still following the educational philosophy
established by Most Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri
Sumangala Thera who revived a dying nation.

| remember a statement of Rabindranath Tagore,
India's poet laureate. “The night opens the
flowers in secret and allows the day to get
thanks.”



Dr Ranjit Cabral, one of the past presidents of
Ananda College Old Boys Association is with us
today. To start with, how would you recall your
childhood?

| was born in Malaysia where my father was
employed. After the second world war started, we
returned to Sri Lanka. | got an opportunity to enter
Ananda College through an examination and Mr. L
H Mettananda was the principal then. My mother
was a housewife. | had a brother (an old Anandian)
and asister and | was the eldest. When | came to Sri
Lanka, I only spoke English and Malay.

Tell us about your memories at Ananda College?

| entered Ananda College in 1951 and my class
teacher was Mrs. G W Rajapaksa. We had an all-
rounded education. We learned pottery, metalwork,
woodwork, and arts. Tamil was compulsory. Some
of my contemporaries are Karu Jayasuriya, Thilak
Karunaratne, late Rohan Daluwatte, Upali
Karunaratne and Jaliya Nammunni. Many have
migrated. There were many teachers who | can
remember including Mahagamasekara, J R P
Suriyapperuma, C M Weeraratne, A B Kahawatte, S
K KSuruyarachchi, Pannikkar and Arulambanam,
Selvaratnam. We went on trips every term and had
good memories. | was a good badminton player.
Tennis, Cricket and athletics were popular sports. |
was the Vice President of the Post Senior Students'
English Union. We used to have elections for union
posts like political elections of today with posters.
We had prefects and disciplinary officers under
them. There was a centre called “Ananda Centre”, a
society for old Anandians to share their thoughts. It
was a brainchild of past President Warnasena
rasaputra. | learned good social qualities from
people like Messrs Ranapala Bodhinagoda
Rasaputra and Justice G P A Silva, past President
who were always punctual for any occasion as our
motto Appamado Amata Padam.

Explain a little bit about your university life and
your journey afterward?

| joined the University of Ceylon in 1962 and with
pending results of the degree | was invited to the
teaching staff by the school as a tradition when Mr.
Perusinghe was the principal. Mr. GW Rajapaksa
was my mentor as the Vice Principal. He put me in
charge of a fund-raising carnival and that was my

Reminiscence
of one the

Past Presidents
of ACOBA

first management training and experience. Later |
was selected as a management trainee at Ceylon
Ceramic Corporation and joined the National
Council of Higher Education as a statistical
officerand was awarded the Colombo Plan
scholarship to pursue Ph.D. in Psychometrics in
the UK. | came back and joined SLIDA, Ministry of
Public Administration and thereafter joined Bank
of Ceylon and Unilever where | had the longest
career. | was also a member of the advisory
committee to late Prime Minister Sirimavo
Bandaranaike along with another old Anandian

Dr.Somasara Dassanayake. Ipracticed what |
learned in the public service in the private sector
as there was freedom for contribution as a senior
manager. | was also the youngest member in the
OBA executive committee then under the
leadership of Messrs Thomas Amarasuriya,
Warnasena Rasaputra. Justice G P A Silva and
Ranapala Bodhinagoda.

When you became the OBA President, what
were your motives and objectives to attain?

| was appointed as the President at a difficult time
when some politicians then claimed that Ananda
College should not continue to be a Buddhist
Sinhala school. It was a time Ananda College had
work towards rebuilding Sinhala Buddhist values
or “Saradharma” and give leadership to many
other sister schools. This was something which
you have to do and carry on for the sake of the
generation and the nation. We considered the
country as one NATION while preserving and
cultivating its values and cultural identity. We were
together with Tamil students from the North and
East, but they valued and respected our cause.
When | was the OBA President, EA Perusinghe, G

WRajapakse, V S Kudaligamaand A. P. Gunaratne were the
principals. During those days Ananda College was

respected and considered as a special school
within the Government school category by the
then Ministers of Education and the Ministry of
Education.

Were you involved in any social work?

| was the founder, Secretary of Thurunu
Saviyaof Most. Ven. Madihe Panggnaseeha
NayakeThera and | used to help underprivileged
villages. When | was in school, we supported a
school in Hiriwadunna, Polonnaruwa as a sister
college of Ananda College. | am still supporting
two villages, Suriyapura in Kantale and
Paluketawewa in Horowpathana. | used to visit
these villages once a month to support and
mentor them. | also assisted late Maduluwawe
SobhithaThera in movements like Amadyapa
Tharuna Vyapara and National Movement for
Social Justice.

Tell us your honest opinion about how the 0BA
should move forward?

My opinion is that the OBA should look after the
old boys interms of their growth, developement
jobs, training. We cannot assume that all
Anandians are doing well. You have to cultivate a
culture in the school that even the principals will
seek OBA advice. First priority should be on the
old boys and secondly on the school. Whatever
you do, think of the country not as a Sinhala
Buddhist country but as one nation. We as
human beings should respect each other. We
were brought up like that by Mr. Mettananda and
Mr. P D S Kularatne. Treat everyone equally
while respecting your own values and culture.
Ananda is aimed at creating stars in whatever
field, whether it's education, sports or politics.
We have created stars in the past and are very
proud of it. Try to inculcate the concept of this
book "Education Aiming for the Stars" written by
Franklyn Amarasinghe, former DG of the
Employers Federation of Celyon which | am
donating to the OBA. Try to conduct workshops
for the current students as well as young old
Anandians on the themes of this book.
Appamado Amata Padam. Thank you!

Interviewed by
Samitha Sanevirathne

Photography and Videography by
Sanjaya Bandara Senarath
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Proposed Ground
Development Plan
for Ananda College

In a time when the world is seeing the value of Emotional

Quotient (EQ), Social Quotient (SQ) and Adversity Quotient (AQ)
beyond Intelligence Quotient (1Q) alone, Sports has a lot to offer
as part of overall education to mould well-balanced individuals.

For years Ananda Sports has been synonymous with making the
true spirited Anandians with attitude, skills and competence who
can assume responsibilities above & beyond responsible citizens to
become responsible leaders for the country. It may be true that
Ananda Sports may not have been consistent in producing the best
of the best in every game in terms of winners in sports tournaments
every single time, just as nobody else also could do that, but has
taught the lesson of winning the game called “life” in the long runto
those who took partin sports.

There is some good news to sports enthusiasts at Ananda both
young and not-so-young. Ananda Grounds is taking shape to meet
the demand for a fully-fledged sports stadium as an approved
project of Ananda College Old Boys' Association (ACOBA).

It is true that the project has taken years to succeed given the inherent
challenges of a long term project with many stakeholders and a
significant budget, and notto forget the added challenges faced following
the pandemic situation. However, now the outcome of the projectis here
to stay and here for good.

A comprehensive plan is being developed not only for the
infrastructure development aspects of the project but also to
maintain and manage all sports related expenditure through the
proposed Ananada Sports Management fund.

Upon completion of the project, the Grounds may house a multitude of
games including Cricket, Athletics, Baseball, Archery and Rifle
Shooting. The project will thus attempt to find an equitable distribution
of resources for all sports played at Ananda. To ensure the smooth
functioning of Football, Hockey and Rugby whilst ensuring minimal
damageto the turf being built at the same time, alternative venues have
been prosed for Rugby, Football and Hockey.

a)  Football and Rugby to be housed together at proposed
Ananda Sports Complex at Rajagiriya through infrastructure
development.

b)  Hockey to be played at a third party location until a clear
solutionis arrived, and the funding for same is to be arranged
through Ananda Sports Management Fund & the School
Development Society of Ananda College(SDS).
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The scope of the project attempts to remain as comprehensive as
possible and some of its notable elements are listed below.

* Overall re-construction of the grounds including leveling and
laying anew layer of grass

* Establishment of a water supply system
*  Newturf & side nets for Cricket

* Indoor Cricket nets including a mini pavilion and dressing
rooms and a dormitory for the visiting schools.

* Dedicated Quarters for Ground Staff to avoid the use of the
DresgRooms as their accommodation and thereby to allocate
the Dressing Rooms exclusively for their intended purpose that
is for the Cricket players to utilize when matches are in
progress.

* Digital Scoreboard which is expected to be developed with
the collaboration of ICT division of Ananda College.

* Visitor Wash Rooms and Dressing Rooms to sports other
than Cricket to be housed inside the Scoreboard building

*  Allocation of a part of the Ground for School Children to play
during the interval, considering its limited adverse impact on
the well being of the Ground being maintained.

A point of caution here is that the Conl. Rajapakse Pavillion has
been identified by Sri Lanka Land Reclamation & Development
Corporation (SLLRDC) as not-recommended-for-use due to its
depleted nature and further investigation into the matter has now
been assigned to the National Engineering Research and
Development Centre, Sri Lanka (NERD) through directions given by
the National Building Research Organization, Sri Lanka (NBRO).

The Project which was initiated with the blessings & guidence of the
Former Principal of Ananda College Mr. S.M. Keerthirathna and the
former president of Ananda College Old Boys' Association (ACOBA)
Mr. Dushmantha Karannagoda with the supervision of then ACOBA



vice president Sport Development Subcommittee Mr.Anura Perera
and President OASC Mr. Amitha Munasinghe.

Presently with the overall guidance from the current principal
Mr. D.M. Lal Dissanayake and the current president of ACOBA Mr.
Bimal Wijayasinghe the project being continued by the special
ground development committee which is headed by the Chairman
of the Old Anandians' Cricket Wing Mr. Ranjith Pandithage along
with a team of dedicated individuals representing the ACOBA, OASC
andthe SDS.

It is important to note the support being received from multiple
sources in both individual and institutional capacity such as Civil
Defense Force and the Tri Forces through the coordination of the
Secretary to the Ministry of Defense, General G. D. H. Kamal
Gunaratne (Retd), SLLRDC through the Chairman of SLLRDC
Major General (Retd) M. R.W. De Zoysa, Sri Lanka Cricket ( SLC),
NBRO, NERD and also Archt. Gamika Kodagoda with the Master
Plan for the project.

On a concluding note, Old Anandians and the well-wishers of
Ananda College are requested to rally around this important project
in terms of assistance by way of material, finance or expertise. To
learn more regarding the funding sources & allocations and the way
how your support can be extended to the project, kindly contact
(Anura Perera ContactNo:0777 444 409

Email :0ap109@gmail.com).

KEY

1. Ground Gate

2. Primary entrance gate

3. Rifle shoot area

4. Archery

5. Water tank Structure

6. Long Jump

7. Shot put

8. Discus throw

9. Ground staff Accommodation

10. Retaining wall

11. 300 Meter running track

12. Cricket turf

13. Primary Entrance Gate

14. Ground Entrance

15. Indoor Cricket netse/ Proposed pavilion and dressing room

16. Proposed digital Score boardo/ Visitor washrooms
rooms for other sports

17. School Children play area

18. Old Pavilion

19. Side nets

20. Main Pavilion(Umbrella Pavilion)

21. Ananda Mawatha

Ananda Mawatha Grounds

MASTER PLAN

Compiled by
0ld Anandian Anura Perera
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DISTINGUISHED ANANDA ALUMINI

Who has been conferred with senior government /positions during 2021/2022

Denzil Perera

Denzil Perera has been appointed as the Chairman of
Lanka Salusala Ltd. Mr. Perera's expertise lies in the
domains of General Insurance, Personal Care, Food,
International Business, Service Marketing, B2B and
B2G Sales, Customer Care and Cables.

He has served in the fields of Marketing, Branding
and Sales at a number of leading local companies
including Sri Lanka Insurance, Union Assurance,
Hemas Consumer Brands, Marina Foods, ACL
Cables and Hayleys Group during his illustrious
career spanning 17 years where he started as a
Brand Executive and reached the level of General
Manager.

As a well-renowned Brand and Business
Strategist/Consultant, he is a Director of the National
Design Center and is also a founding member of the
“Re-Design Sri Lanka” movement which was
established to support SMEs in Sri Lanka and was
appointed to the Board of SANASA General Insurance
Company on 1st December 2020.He is also amember
of the Sri Lanka Institute of Marketing (SLIM) and
received the status of Practicing Marketerin 2009.

The Commissioner of
Prisons (Intelligence and
Operations) Mr.Thusitha
Uduwara, was appointed
as the new Additional
Commissioner General
of Prisons (Covering up
Duties) on 24-12-2020
to fill the vacant post of
Additional

Thusitha Uduwara

Commissioner General of Prisons.

Mr. Uduwara has served in the Prisons Department for
over 33 years and an experienced officer who has also
served as the Superintendent of several prisons including
Welikada Prison. An alumnus of Ananda College,

Mr. Uduwara is a talented football player as well as an
athlete and holds a Diploma in Human Resource
Management from the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute.
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Prabath Chandrakeerthi

Mr.Prabath possesses Bachelor's Degree in Arts from the
University of Sri jayewardenapura. Subsequently Master's
degree from the University of Kelaniya Obtained LLB from
from the Open University of Sri Lanka. Had successfully
passed the Sri Lanka Administrative examination
triumphantly. Prabath had been committee Member, deputy
Presidentand subsequently the President of SLASA.

Prabath had been afforded the opportunity to attend to
seminars locally and internationally. Had been chosen
for a seminar on public administration system in China.
Obtained a diploma in new public management in
Thailand also a course in Tourism Management in
Thailand. Also competent in computer science and
General Management. The LLB qualification had helped
Prabath to a master's degree in economics.

Before assuming duties as the Commissioner General
of Labour in October 2020 Prabath Chandrakeerthi as a
special grade officer of the Sri Lanka Administrative
services, had served previously in several vital positions
like Cadetin SLIDIA, thenas A/S Educational Ministry
Uva Province, the longest stint was for a period of nine
years from year 2006 was as Senior Assistant
Secretary in the Sri Lanka Parliament. Prabath had also
served as the ADS Biyagama Divisional secretariat
office. Prior to the present post was assigned as the
Director General of Coast Conversation department
assigned on a longer spell. During this period he had
done many changes to the coast conservation in the
island not done hither prior to his appointment to benefit
thelsland.

During the short time Commissioner General of Labour
Prabath Chandrakeerthi had achieved within such a
short period of less than one and a half years in this
prestigious position, not done in the preceding years by
the predecessors which augurs well for Sri Lanka.lt
would be the fervent wish of all Sri Lankans that Prabath
Chandrakeethi would achieve more necessary
deviations amending the existing laws for the
betterment of all Sri Lankans as the Commissioner
General of Labour.

Nirmal Silva

Nirmal Silva Started his education at De Mazenod College
Kandana in 1971 and joined Ananda College Colombo in
1976.While at school, he did Police cadetting from 1981 to
1982. He was a member of the College Police Cadet Platoon
which wonthe IGP's Trophy as the allisland best platoon in 1981
and member of the College Prefects board from 1982 to 1984.

He started his career as a Deck Cadet Officer in the Merchant
Navy in June 1984 on the Cadet training ship' LANKA KALYANI"
of Ceylon Shipping Corporation. Gradually progressed up to the
rank of Chief Officer with CSC until 1991.0btained his Master
Class 1 License from Australiain 1992.

Was employed by Reederei NORD Klaus E. Olderdorff Ltd of
Germany from1993 until 2006. He was in Command for 10
years during that period and took delivery of 03 new ships for the
company.

Joined Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) in November 2006 as a
Marine Pilot - Executive Grade 1,

Senior Level Management. After a little over 10 years of service
as a Marine Pilot, in January 2017,

was appointed as the Senior Deputy Harbour Master (SDHM)
being responsible for all ports in Sri Lanka coming under the
purview of SLPA.

In December 2018, was appointed as the Harbour Master of Sri
Lanka being responsible for all the ports in Sri Lanka and also
the personresponsible for Aids to Navigation in SriLanka.

Now in to his 38th year in the Shipping industry out of which 22
years has been out at Sea. Was the President of the Company of
Master Mariners of Sri Lanka from 2014 - 2017.

Currently the Vice Chairman of the ‘Nautical Institute Sri Lanka
Branch and is also the Vice Chairman of the Mission to
Seafarers.

Serving as an Executive Committee member of the Organization
of the Professional Associations of Sri Lanka representing the
‘Maritime' Profession.



Saman Sri Rathnayke

Mr. Saman Sri Rathnayake, Commissioner
General of Elections of the Election
Commission, is a prestigious son of mother
Ananda who completed his secondary
educationinthe early 1980's.

Mr. Rathnayake, who holds an MA in
Sociology from the University of Keleniya is
a vastly experienced government servant
with over 40 years of service under his belt.
Prior to being appointed as the Comm-
issioner General of Elections, he held the
position of the Secretary, Provincial Council
Delimitation Committee.

Somaratne Vidanapathirana

Mr. Somaratne Vidanapathirana, Secretary of
the Ministry of Wildlife and Forest Resources
Conservation, is an esteemed professional
who completed his secondary education under
the wings of mother Ananda.

Mr. Vidanapathirana, who holds a Master of
Economics Development from the University
of Keleniya is a senior government servant with
over 25 years of experience. Prior to being
appointed as the Secretary of the Ministry of
Wildlife and Forest Resources Conservation,
he held the position of the District Secretary of
Galle.

Senior Professor Sampath Amaratunga

Senior Professor Sampath Amaratunga conferred the title 'The Order of the Rising Sun'

University Grants Commission (UGC) Chairman Senior Professor Sampath Amaratunga has been conferred with the title ‘The Order
of the Rising Sun' by the Japanese Government. The award ceremony was held under the patronage of President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa at the Sri Dharmavijayaloka Vihara in Rukmale in Pannipitiya 22nd January 2022.

“The Order of the Rising Sun” is conferred by His Majesty the Emperor of Japan on foreign nationals who have made distinguished
contributions to enhance friendly relations with Japan.

President Rajapaksa, after receiving the award from Mr. W.K.H. Wegapitiya, Chairman of University of Sri Jayewardenepura Alumni
Association and Japanese Ambassador Mizukoshi Hideaki, presented itto Senior Professor SampathAmaratunga.

Sampath Amaratunge was born on 1 November 1964 in Battaramulla, He enrolled at Ananda College Colombo in 1970, and was
admitted to pursue a bachelor's degree in Economics at the University of Sri Jayewardenepura in 1990, where he also started
lecturing. In 1994 he was able to obtain his master's degree in Economics from the University of Colombo. He completed his PhD in
rural economics at Kagoshima University, Japan, in 2003. Upon returning to Sri Lanka, he resumed duties at the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura. He was then made the Head of the Department of Business Economics, Faculty of Management Studies and
Commerce, which he created. He became the dean of the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce at the University of Sri

Jayewardenepurain 2008. In 2009 he became a professor of business economics.

Iraj
Chaminda
Pathiraja

Mr. Iraj Chaminda
Pathiraja has
been appointed
as the Additional
Secretary
(industry
development) of
Ministry of
Industries. Mr.
Pathiraja,
completed his
secondary education at Ananda College during the
early 1990's while acting as a senior prefect and
holding many executive position in several college
societies and clubs.

Mr. Pathiraja, who holds a MA in Sociology from the
University of Kelaniya and Bsc from the open university
is a special grade officer of the Sri Lanka
Administration service. Prior to being appointed as the
Additional Secretary (industry development) — Ministry
of Industries, he held the position of the Director,
National Disaster Relief Services Centre.

Further to the above, he is currently acting as the
Registrar of Industry at the Ministry of Industries, a
Board Member of the National Enterprise Development
Authority, a Board Memberof the National Geological
and Mining Bureau and a Board Member of the Ind-
Expo Certification Limited at the Ceylon National
Chamber of Industries.

Panduka
Sri
Prabath

Abeywickrama

Panduka Sri
Prabath
Abeywickrama,
who is a
distinguished
and prominent
0Old Anandian
has been appointed as the Register General of Sri
Lanka. Panduka has been a popular character
among his colleagues as he was energetic and
hard working person who arranged many events
among them after leaving school.

He got his master's degree in 2013 and was post
graduated in education. Before assuming duties
as the Registrar General Panduka has held
prominent positions in the government sector in
the capacities of the Additional Secretory of
Ministry of Provincial Council and local
government, District Secretory of Polonnaruwa
District secretariat, Director General of
Department of Community Water Supply and the
Assistant Secretory of Provincial Public Service
Commission and UVA Provincial Council and
Ministry of Industries etc.
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Wasantha Kumar Jayadeva Karannagoda
RSP, VSV, USP, MBA, MSc, ndc, psc, DISS, MRIN, MNI, SLN

Wasantha Kumar Jayadeva
Karannagoda RSP, VSV, USP, MBA,
MSc, ndc, psc, DISS, MRIN, MNI,
SLN (born November 22, 1952) was
the former Sri Lankan Ambassador
to Japan.

Admiral of the Fleet Wasantha
Karannagoda was appointed as the
new Governor of the North-Western
Province by the President. Admiral
of the Fleet Wasantha Karannagoda
assumed Command of the Sri Lanka

Navy on 1st September 2005.In the 59-year history of the Sri Lanka Navy, he is the
only officer to be considered to the highest seat of the Commander of the Navy

straight from a Naval Area Command.

He has commanded the four Operational Naval Commands on seven occasions —
Northern, Eastern and Western Commands twice each and North Central once, for

We convey our best wishes for these proud sons of Mother Ananda, to prosper more in their lives.
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a total period of spanning six years. He has aptly displayed his administrative skills as an
Area Commander and won the administration and accolades of the 'Naval Family' for his
ardent desire to boost up the infrastructure and living standards by successfully completing
the projects with Naval resources and saving considerable sums of money.

Admiral Karannagoda was promoted to his present rank of Admiral by Mahinda Rajapaksa
in appreciation of his contributions to win the battle against LTTE Terrorism and being the
key personality behind the country's Naval Strategy.

Inthe annals of its illustrious history spanning well over 59 years, Admiral Karannagoda has
become the first ever Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy to hold the prestigious four-star
rank while inthe active Naval service.

Heis arecipient of the Rana Sura Padakkama for gallantry. Among the other medals awarded to
him are Vishista Seva Vibhushanaya, Uttama Seva Padakkama, Republic of Sri Lanka Armed
Service Medal, SriLanka Navy 50th Anniversary Medal, Sri Lanka Armed Service Long Service
Medal, President's Inauguration Medal, 50th Independence Anniversary Commemoration
Medal, North and East Operation Medal, Purna Bhumi Padakkama and Riviresa Campaign
Service Medal.
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Chess Star Ranindu Dilshan brings pride to Mother Ananda

Ananda College together with the chess
sponsorship committee of the Sports
Sub Committee of ACOBA conducted
Felicitation Ceremony for Ranindu
Dilshan, the first Sri Lankan student &
fellow Anandian to participate for FIDE
Chess World Gup Championship 2021
held in Russia.

FIDE is one of the toughest tournaments
in the world, for which 208 players
around the globe participated, including
last year's grand champion.

Ranindu won the Sri Lanka National
Chess Championship last year and will
be participating for the Sri Lanka Chess
Grand Prix 2021 as well, all while reading
for his A/Ls. He is set to become the
grandmaster in Chess if he wins 3 more
world ranks in the coming years. The
family welcomes any enthusiast willing
to support & sponsor his chess career.

18

Ananda College has produced a national chess champion
after 20 years, since Mr. Luxman Wijesuriya, the President
of the Chess Federation of Sri Lanka (CFSL) made this
achievement. Ranindu Dilshan's next target is to become a
Chess Grandmaster in the next championship he
participates. Let us all wish him success and best of luck
to make his dreams come true & make mother Ananda
proud.
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Old Anandain's Australia Victoria Wing

As we all know, 2021 was a tumultuous year for
all owing to COVID 19 pandemic, impacting the
humanity all over the world and OAAV is no
different. Despite the upheaval of COVID 19,
OAAV has been able to remain as one of the most
active organisations during a time of dire need,
lending a helping hand to our vulnerable wider
community in Victoria and Sri Lanka through
various assignments with the continuous
supportfromour beloved OAAV community.

In addition to our traditional projects, OAAV saw
the challenge of organising one of its flagship
projects of the year, Battle of the Maroons
which celebrated its 10th year anniversary as it
has blossomed to be one of the most

spectacular sporting events organized within
the Sri Lankan community of Australia. This
year both OAAV and ONAA took the initiative to
live stream the mega event through The Papare.lk
which is the premier sporting channel in Sri
Lanka in commemorating the 10-year
anniversary of the Battle of the Marrons. Both
OAAV and ONNA had the honour of live streaming
a big match for the first time in Victoria as
thousands of old boys from both schools joined
the live streaming from Sri Lanka.

We also became part of many religious
activities/programs this year as we have been
regular donors and volunteers to number of
Buddhist Temple across Victoria. As part of the
Vesak celebrations, we organized a series of

Dhamma Sermons which were held at leading
Buddhist Temples in Victoria. The Dhamma
Sermons were conducted by Ven. Galigamuwe
GnanadeepaThero, where we saw a participation
of more than 150 attendees at each sermon.

OAAV also helped the community by advocating
and carrying out community service and social
welfare activities during these challenging times.
We joined hands with Ausmedio and made a
substantial contribution to the Australian COVID
Appeal for Sri Lanka. Ausmedio is a Melbourne

based advanced medical products
manufacturer and distributor
providing the highest quality medical
supplies in Australia. In collaboration,
we donated 10,000 level 3 surgical
grade face masks along with 2,000
face shields which have a retail value
of $12,000. We are also delighted to
pronounce that we donated a High
Flow Oxygen Concentrator and 30
Pulse Oximeters to the Bandarawela
hospital as we reached out to help
selected rural hospitals in Sri Lanka
which were in dire need of urgent
assistance. We continued our
services to our motherland as we
donated 3 ICU patient monitors to
National Hospital, Colombo, Army
Hospital, Colombo 5 and Colombo
South Teaching Hospital, Kalubowila,
respectively.

During these unprecedented times,
the role we play in keeping people
connected is incredibly important.
Unity, Passion, Innovation, Integrity
and Accountability are the corn-
erstones of what we believe in, who
we are and how we serve the
community. We are incredibly proud
of how OAAV responded to the
challenges of the year amidst COVID
circumstances, most importantly
how we have focussed on lending a
helping hand to both Victorian and Sri

Lankan communities at a time when
staying connected mattered more
than ever. This would have not b