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“If someone could name Ananda as 
their alma mater or their childrens', 
that would be the greatest 
achievement of one's life”

Mr. Yasantha Kodagoda
Puisne Justice of the Supreme Court
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“He was promoted again as the 
Head of the First Deputy Director-
General of the Sri Lanka National 
Hospital"

Dr. Anil Jasinghe 

“We are still managing to extend 
our goodwill through projects and 
keep our members' unity and spirits 
in high standards”

The Old Anandians 
Association of Oman (OAO)
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Editorial
It is an immense pleasure and an honour to 
steer this subcommittee that is entrusted with 
both the Olcott Oration and the News Bulletin 
for 20/21

Anandaya News Bulletin has over the years 
become yet another masterpiece of the 
ACOBA, which is released biannually. This 
edition is published in conjunction with the 
Olcott Oration which will be held on 28th of 
November 2020 as a virtual event from the 
Kularatne Hall supported with live streaming 
on our URL/ Facebook portal. The orator this 

year is Dr. Anil Jasinghe, the Secretary to 
the Ministry of Environment, and the former 
Director General Health Services.

This bulletin has multiple aims, but in 
principle it strives to portray the recent 
activities carried out by the ACOBA & its 
affiliated groups for the upliftment of the 
College. It also highlights achievements 
attained by our alumnae in many fields, 
appointments made to high offices and 
obituaries. In this bulletin the subcommittee 
has also decided to allocate space to 

recognize an extracurricular outfit/society/
circle of the present students, since we have 
seen some great achievements from them 
which have not yet been duly recognized or 
published for others to be aware of.

Since the last issue of this bulletin, we 
have undergone an unfortunate era due to 
the COVID -19 pandemic & as a result the 
activities of the ACOBA were also hampered 
to some extent. However the members of the 
subcommittee were determined to ensure the 
release of this Bulletin. 
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He was born in 1962 in the village of 
Kamburupitiya in the Matara District of Southern 
Sri Lanka as the youngest child of a family of 
three siblings, to a father who was a principal 
and a mother who was a teacher. He spent his 
childhood in the teachers' quarters of the schools 
where his parents taught. Unfortunately, when 
he was in grade 4 he lost his mother, and with 
that, his father had to retire from work. Fifteen 
years older than him, his elder sister became a 
teacher and his elder brother, who is ten years 
older than him, entered the Peradeniya Medical 
Faculty and is currently residing in Great Britain 
as a Specialist Physician.

Educated at the village school up to grade 5, he 
studied at Mahinda College, Galle from grade 6 to 
GCE (O/L). Following in the footsteps of his elder 
brother who went to Ananda from Richmond College 
before him, he too entered Ananda College in 1975, 
and was preparing for the GCE (A/L) examination in 
Biology.

Although at Mahinda, he was more inclined towards 
education, at Ananda he became interested in 
extracurricular activities parallel to his education. 
During this time he awakened the writer who was 
hidden within him and moved forward with that ability. 
The 'Ananda Nuwana Society' of the College, which 
was inactive for some time, was revived by him as 
the president, under the guidance of the teacher in 
charge, Dr. Prabodha Karunaratne. The secretary of 
the Society, Kanchana Abeypala, who later became a 
lawyer, was very supportive in reviving the Society. 
It is also noteworthy that Dr. Sudath Samaraweera, 
currently a Specialist in Epidemiology, was the then 
Treasurer of the Society.

In addition to maintaining the 'Anada Nuwana Samaja' 
wall newspaper in the lower corridor of the Fritz Koons 
building in an excellent manner, he invited scholars 
such as Prof. Nandadasa Kodagoda to deliver special 
lectures and conducted seminars on old films such 
as ‘Babaru Awith’ and ‘Gahanu Lamai’. Veteran 
author Karunasena Jayalath, veteran film directors 
Dharmasena Pathiraja and Sumithr Pieris were 
among the invitees who contributed for the foregoing 
seminars. 

He has also been at the forefront of the process of 
compiling and documenting the history of Ananda 
College. In this process, he met with exceptional old 
Anandians such as Dr. N. M. Perera, E. W. Adikaram 
and Sam Wijesinghe to gather data.

In addition, he visited the Mahabodhi Temple in 
Maligakanda and joined the ‘Sinhala Buddhist’ 
newspaper with Ranjith Amarakeerthi Paligapitiya, 
one of his school friends who later became a writer 
and politician, and Asanka Wijesekara. He also visited 
various historic temples throughout Sri Lanka and 
launched a series of feature articles on their history 
and present. In this process, as a schoolboy, he 
was fortunate enough to meet Ven. Kalukodayaye 

Panchchasekera, Ven. Medagoda Sumanatissa and 
Ven. Bellanwila Somarathana.

He was passionate about journalism and writing and 
joined the All Ceylon Buddhist Students' federation 
and revived 'Vidu Aruna', the first science magazine 
in Sri Lanka to be launched. Its editor-in-chief was 
Dharmasiri Navagamuwa. He later collaborated with 
Dr. Chandima de Alwis and Subhash Jayawardena to 
translate the writings of Sir Arthur C. Clarke, a veteran 
science fiction writer.

He was also associated with 'Buddhist Power', 
another Buddhist magazine published at Seevali 
Mandiraya. He visited places such as the British 
Council, the Russian Center, the American Center, 
etc. to learn about the changing world and to improve 
his knowledge. In addition, he visited the Associated 
Newspapers Ltd. better known as the ‘Lake House’ and 
met with veteran journalists such as Edwin Ariyadasa, 
Dayasena Gunasinghe, Tilakaratne Kuruwita Bandara 
and co-authored several feature articles and essays for 
the book 'Nawa Yugaya'. 

Despite being involved in such a large amount 
of extracurricular activities in a very short period 
of time while preparing for the GCE Advanced 
Level examination, he passed the examination 
with distinction in Biology, and was awarded an 
educational scholarship to the then Soviet Union 
for further medical education. Accordingly, he 
returned to his home country after completing his 
medical degree at the Leor State Medical Institute 
in Ukraine and received his first appointment at the 
Avissawella Base Hospital. This was in 1989 as an 
intern. He served as the Panvila Medical Officer of 
Health in Kandy for a short period from 1990 and was 
transferred to Kelaniya in 1992. At that time when there 
was a Cholera epidemic, his efforts to control it was 
commendable. 

After completing his postgraduate degree in 
Community Medicine in 1994, he left for Medirigiriya, 
although he had the opportunity to work in the capital 
Colombo. Then in 1996, he was appointed as the 
Medical Superintendent of the Badulla General 
Hospital. He completed his MD degree after applying 
to the Health Administration. After that, he was 
transferred to Colombo in 2001 and served as the 
Deputy Director of the Accident and Orthopedics Unit 
of the Colombo National Hospital. He was appointed 
as the Director of Kalubowila Colombo South 
Teaching Hospital on January 6, 2009. Thereafter he 
was promoted again as the Head or the First Deputy 
Director-General of the Sri Lanka National Hospital 
in 2012. He was appointed as the Vice President of 
the 146th Session of the World Health Organization 
Executive Magazine giving Sri Lanka great fame. 
In addition, he was the Chairman of the College of 
Medical Administrators of Sri Lanka in 2010.

Appointed as the Director-General of Health Services 
in Sri Lanka in 2017, he was engaged in an invaluable 
mission to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 virus 
in the face of the global pandemic and to control this 
serious situation with the lowest number of patients 
and deaths. He has earned the respect and admiration 
of the entire Sri Lankan people for his commendable 
service in handling the staff affiliated to the Ministry 
of Health, the political authority, the Defence sector 
as well as the Public, in a very balanced manner. He 
was promoted to the post of Secretary to the Ministry 
of Environment in August 2020 as a tribute to the 
excellent service rendered using his public relations 
skills and leadership qualities acquired through his 
alma mater Ananda College.

Dr. Anil Jasinghe will deliver the Olcott Oration today 
at the invitation of the Ananda College Old Boys 
Association.

Dr. Anil Jasinghe
“He was promoted again as the Head of the First Deputy Director-General of the Sri Lanka National Hospital"



4

A N A N D A Y A

wdkkaoh

MEDICINE - 2019
University of Colombo
1.	 Ravindu Sanwara  

(Island 4th)
2.	 Sithum Minthaka  

(Island 5th)
3.	 Supun Jayawardhana
4.	 Dulmina Gunawardene
5.	 Hasiru Thathsara
6.	 Vishva Lekhan
7.	 Udara Isanka
8.	 Minidu Manodhya
9.	 Ravindu Yasas
10.	Hasitha Rashmika 

University of Kelaniya 
1. 	Ravindu Wishwajith 
2. 	Chamika Ranasinghe
3. 	Charith Manodhya
4. 	Ashen Dilhara
5. 	 Janak Peiris
6. 	Niviru Dissanayake

University of Peradeniya
1. 	Radith Wijeratne 
2. 	Pasindu Buwaneka 
3. 	 Imantha Dilshan 
4. 	 Themira Nirmal 
5. 	Chathura Janik 
6. 	 Lasitha Dissanayake 
7. 	Malith Charuka 
8. 	Dilith Ramanayake

University of  
Sri Jayawardenapura 
1. 	Senith Senathilake
2. 	Himal Malaviarchchi
3. 	Ayantha Lakshan
4. 	 Januka Kavishka
5. 	Olindu Malshan
6. 	Nishok Perera
7. 	Adithya Dissanayake
8. 	 Tharindu Dinethra
9. 	Binara Kithmal 
10. Sumudu Bashitha

University of Ruhuna 
1. 	Nipun Kalana 
2. 	Sahan Jayawickrama
3. 	Vihanga Vinod
4. 	Vishan Chirantha 
5. 	Raveen Thilakshana
6. 	Ashen Perera 

University of Moratuwa
1. 	Nisun Dilesha
2. 	Miyuru Dulanjana 
3. 	Amindu Udesh
4. 	Dinidu Sandeepa

Kothalawala Defence 
University 

1. 	Kavindu Hatharasinghe
2. 	Kalana Dhanushka 
3. 	Dulsara Wickramathanthri 
4. 	Dinuka Ramuditha

ENGINEERING - 2019
University of Moratuwa 
1.	 Tharusha Sihan (Island 1st) 
2.	 Kavindu Shehan
3.	 0shan Akalanka
4 	 Janindu Leelananda
5.	 Sandaru Mihiran
6.	 Sanuja Kalhan 
7.	 Maheesha Dineth
8.	 Vihanga Pankaja
9.	 Prabhash Dissanayake 
10.	Sadew Bandara 
11.	Chirath Pansilu 
12.	Chulitha Dilshan 
13.	Viran Hansaja 
16.	Tharaka Kodithuwakku 
14.	Chamod Kavinda
15.	Sithija Vihanga 
17.	Woshitha Sasindu 
18.	Mewan Chandira 
19.	Athishka Thushan
20.	Senul Samarasekara 
21.	Pulinda Kasun 
22.	Samitha Geemal
23.	Chanu Savindith
24.	Suvindu Samuchitha
25.	Kavindu Prabasha
26.	Chanula Maduwantha
27.	Lasiru Supunsara
28.	Ashen Kariyawasam
29.	Pasindu Chamod
30.	Nimesh Nelanga
31.	Chirath Ransika
32.	Imalsha Damkith
33.	Rucheewa Okanda
34.	Sanka Madurajith 
35.	Yasanga Ayashan 
36.	Lilanga Dayan 
37.	Awishka Eashan 
38.	Samodya Heruka
39.	Shan Upendra 
40.	Sahas Ariyawantha 
41.	Santhush Sewman 
42.	Hiru Hemantha 
43.	Dasith Pramuditha 
44.	Anushna Shashipriya
45.	Pasan Sanjula
46.	Thisura Charuka
47.	Pasindu Lakmal
48.	Tharusha Deshan
49.	Milan Kavinda 
50.	Ramindu Jayodya 
51.	Yesith Udara

University of Peradeniya 
1.	 Madhawa Kavishan
2.	 Sandanu Dulnath
3.	 Harshana Chathuranga
4.	 Pahan Ayodya
5.	 Amila Induwara 
6.	 Devishka Laknuwan
7.	 Vidura Yashan 

University of Ruhuna 
1.	 Imantha Heshan
2.	 Chathusha Gishan 
3.	 Sachintha Dilshan
4.	 Inusha Praveen
5.	 Savindu Alwis 

University of  
Sri Jayawardenapura 
1.	 Thirana Ramuditha 
2.	 Dineth Senanayake
3.	 Chirath Mihidum

TECHNOLOGY - 2019
University of  
Sri Jayawardenapura
1.	 Hasun Eranda 
2.	 Binura Ransika 
3.	 Gevin Sankalya
4.	 Rabudoha Runithoeepa
5.	 Tharindu Dilan
6.	 Dilanka Sandeepa 
7.	 Mudara Manaruchira
8.	 Sunindu Lasangith 
9.	 Dinal Deepaka
10.	Vinu Pamuditha
11.	Maleesha Sandeep
12.	Kalindu Yasanga 
13.	Pabashara Rukshan 
14.	Naveen Pathirana
15.	Chathuka Anushka 
16.	Gothira Sandul
17.	Banuka Thasandith 
18.	Dulina Pankaja

University of Colombo 
1.	 Janidu Rivikirana
2. 	 Tharindu Thathsara
3. 	 Luhith Indumara
4. 	Banuka Priyasad
5. 	 Eshan Pramuditha 
6. 	Sugith Nethmal
7. 	 Lakindu Dilshan 
8. 	 Laksanda Rajasekara
9. 	 Isira Buwaneka 
10. Chamathkara Yasisuru 
11. Tharusha Deegau
12. Randem Melanka

University of Kelaniya
1. 	Oshan Shaminda
2. 	Chathuranga Nimsara
3. 	Ashek Isanka
4. 	Kavindu Gayathra
5. 	Hiran Maneesh 
6. 	Chamjoitha Punarjeema
7. 	Madhura Prasanna 
8. 	Hasitha Nimanthaka
9. 	Ashen Maleesha 
10.	Pavindu Madhubashana

University of Moratuwa
1. 	Sarith Uthsarla
2. 	Navodya Shalika 
3. 	Sandaru Swarnahansa
4. 	Anuda Pesanjith 
5. 	Haruksha Madusanka
6. 	Beruka Sachin
7. 	Chaviru Anusara 
8. 	Udara Dilaksha
9. 	Yohan Sandeep

University of 
Sabaragamuwa 
1. 	 Thilina Devinda
2. 	Hasindu Hashendra
3. 	 Janith Piyumal
4. 	Ravindu Akash 
5. 	Paman Apsara
6. 	Helitha Senath
7. 	Viraj Sudehana 
8. 	Sathira Nivod 
9. 	Achala Asiri

Uwa Wellassa University
1. 	Sachintha De Silva
2. 	Rangika Ashan
3. 	Nohh Bimsara

Rajarata University 
1.	 Diyath Dhamsara 
2. 	Disala Asith

Wayamba University
1. 	Chirandima Oshan
2. 	 Thilanga Srimal
3. 	Sachindu Prabhashana
4. 	Ranith Dilena 
5. 	Melan Kavindu

University Of Ruhuna 
1. 	Kavindu Maleesha
2. 	 Thamindu Rukmal 
3. 	Surith Rathsara 
4. 	 Inuka Pamuditha 
5. 	Sentih Guniathilaka

University of Jaffna/
Vavuniya Campus
1. 	Abhilash Costa 
2. 	Pasan Tharindu 
3. 	Rakila Sandeepa 
4. 	Sajana Akhilendra 
5. 	Dinuk Yohan 
6. 	Dilshan Kumara 
7. 	Asintha Ramesh 
8. 	 Thamindu Madusara

COMMERCE - 2019
University of Colombo 
1.	 Ravindu Harsha 
2.	 Tharindu Palpitiya
3.	 Anuththara Gimhana
4.	 Sarada Nirmala
5.	 Irosha perera
6.	 Sanjula Sandaruwan 
7.	 Upeka Manjitha
8.	 Harith Induwata 
9.	 Pathum Kawshalya
10.	Chanaka Dinuwan
11.	Chamindu Shiranthaka
12.	Viran Chanmita
13.	Dileesha Hettarachchi 
14.	Anuja Nirupama 
15.	Avishka Induwara
16.	Navindu Damsara

University of Moratuwa 
1.	 Haritha Hasthcharu
2.	 Nuwanga Kandegedra
3.	 Bimsara Tennekoon 

University of  
Sri Jayawardenepura 
1.	 Devindu Abeysekara
2.	 Ranesh Mudalige
3.	 Binath Lakvindu 
4.	 Dushean Gamage 
5.	 Thanura Lasan
6.	 Sesan Chenuka
7.	 Isuru Jayasanka 
8.	 Dulshan Weerasignha
9.	 Chamil Jayanath
10.	Vishwa Ramal 
11.	Pehan Dulara
12.	Sudew Weeringha 
13.	Nisath Wijerathne
14.	Diyan Fernando 
15.	Sanuja Gunasekara 
16.	Pasindu Samarawikrama 
17.	Nirmal Denuwan 
18.	Malith Madhuwa

University of Kelaniya 
1.	 Dinuka Madushan
2.	 Kavinda Gayanga 
3.	 Manilka Shalinda
4.	 Roshan Rathnayaka
5.	 Yuvindu Induwara
6.	 Gavindu Thamalka
7.	 Hirusha Idumina 
8.	 Thinuka Sethmin 
9.	 Archana Liyanage
10.	Anuja Vihansith
11.	Chamindu Ishanka
12.	Dinindu Sandeepa
13.	Dinura Liyanage
14.	Avishka Thenuwan
15.	Pramuka Gunawardana 
16.	Prabhash Bandara 

South Eastern University 
1.	 Tharusha Abiman 
2.	 Denura Sasan 
3.	 Akila Jayasinghe

University of 
Sabaragamuwa 
1.	 Thareendra Abeysekara
2.	 Isuru Harin 
3.	 Asiru Pawan 
4.	 Pathum Kaviranga
5.	 Mihijaya Theekshana 

University of Peradeniya
1.	 Rashida Nanayakkara 
2.	 Sahas Hansaja
3.	 Nirodha Liyanaarachchi 

University of Rajarata 
1.	 Akash Amaraweera
2.	 Himanka Dissanayake

University of Jafna 
1.	 Nilakshara Piyumal 

Uwa Wellassa University 
1. 	Ravindu Dilshan

Kothalawala Defence 
University 
1. 	 Lehan Jayasooriya 
2. 	Sandaru Manukulasooriya 
3. 	Chamith Jayasekara
4. 	Pamindu Yasaskith 
5. 	Kulana Hasitha

Arts - 2019
University Of Colombo 
1. 	Hasitha Lakmal Abewarnage 

(Law)
2. 	Sanju Dilshan Do Mel (Law)
3. 	 Thehara Dilshan (Law)
4. 	Yasal Nilmin Samarajeewa 

(Arts)
5. 	 Lahiru Rashminda (Arts) 
6. 	Sasanka Gunasekara (Arts) 
7. 	Chamindu Lakmindya 

Gurusinghe (Arts) 
8.	 M.u.i. Silva (Arts)

University of  
Sri Jayawardenepura 
1. 	Ridma Vihanga Hansaka 

(Arts)
2. 	Dilshan Maduranga (Arts) 
3. 	Kerveon Primarsha 

Munipura (Arts) 
4. 	 Jethmin Ravishka (Arts) 
5.	 Thisaru Pullasthi (Arts)

University Of Moratuwa 
1. 	Komuthu Apsara Fernando 

(Information Technology & 
Management)

2. 	Sithum Subash (Town & 
Country Planning)

3. 	S.s.s.u. Dharmasena 
(Architecture).

University Of Uva Wellassa 
1.	 Don Kavindu (Hospitality 

Tourism & Events 
Management) 

2.	 Dinujaya Primal (Human 
Resource Development)

University of Kelaniya 
1. 	Nadun Tharusha (Arts)

University of Ruhuna 
1. 	Malindu Jayasinghe (Arts)

University of Peradeniya
1. 	M.a.d. Madhusanka (Arts) 

University of Visual & 
Performing Arts

1.	 Rashmitha Abhishaka 
Wijerathna (Music)

2.	 Kavishka G Prasanga 
(Music)

3. 	Didula Abeysundara 
(Music)

4.	 Jothi Dhananjaya (Dance)
5	 Kalana Madhawa (Dance) 

Sripalee Campus
(Mass Media/Performing Arts)
 1.	  Sasanka Rajoewa (Arts/Sp)
 2.	Ba Deshan Chamika  

(Arts/Sp)
 
Kotelawala Defence 
1.	 Dushan Ransika 

Mudaligama (Law) 
2.	 Amila Satheara 

(Architecture)

CLASSIFICATION OF SELECTED STUDENTS TO THE RESPECTIVE UNIVERSITIES...

CONGRATULATION AND  
MAY THE BLESSINGS OF 
MOTHER ANANDA  
SHOWER UPON YOU!
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CHILDRENS DAY - 2020

wdos lr®;D oskhg iu.dój 

ú≥y,am;s;=udf.a uQ,sl;ajfhka 

mqkHdkqfudaokd;aul wdYsr®jdo 

mQcdjla úoHd,hSh fn!oaO 

ukaosrfhaoS meje;aúks'
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LUKA - 2020

Aerogene'20
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SAPPHERE - 2020

Ananda Vs Nalanda Football Encountre - 2020

VEREH - 2019
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ACOBA

Old Anandians Buddhist Association (OABA) Donate to  
Personal Health Safety equipment for Sri Lanka Army  
General Service Corps

A stock of personal health safety equipment including 20 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) overall, 30 
Face Visors, 500 Masks, 10 Eye Guards, and 18 Hand Sanitizer bottles were donated by the Chairman 
Old Anandian Buddhist Association (OABA) in Colombo Mr.Mothilal Hewagama, Medical Specialist Professor 
Athula Kaluarachchi together with a few members of the Executive Committee to the Commanding Officer of 
2 (Volunteer) Sri Lanka Army General Services Corps Lieutenant Colonel CS Demuni at Panagoda.

EXCO get-together 2020 with 
lively 70s Memories
Get-together and socializing event of Ananda College Old Boys Association EXCO was held on 27th September 
2020 from 6.30 pm as an evening function at Rainbow ballroom of Grand Oriental Hotel, Colombo. 

The organisers succeeded in taking the crowd to the times of the 1970s starting from the moment of entry 
to the venue. All participants were welcomed with a specifically designed neck scarf & a valuable welcome 
gift pack followed by the photobooth with arrangements of 70s era monuments. The ballroom was decorated 
with old movie posters and other monuments to set the ambience of a 70s era event. 

The gathering was entertained by the famous comedians Lakai Sikai & a live performance by the band, Faith. 
All the participants enjoyed the night to the fullest, and the gathering was graced by the presence of many 
respected Ananda College alumni. 

Organized by the subcommittee of the Affiliated groups and OBA Welfare. 

iqrlaIs; wdkkaohla fjkqfjka 
fldúâ 19 je<laùfï l%fudamdhsl 
ie,eiau n,d;aul lsÍu

mdi,a wdrïN ls¯ug n,dfmdfrd;a;= jk fï 
ld,fha oS wdos wdkkaoSh ffjoH ljh ^Old 
Anandians' Medical Guild) (OAMG& u.ska wdkkao 
ú≥yf,a fldúâ 19 je,elaùu i|yd lghq;= 
rdYshla is≥lrk ,oS' ta i|yd .re ú≥y,am;s" tia' 
tï'  lSr®;sr;ak uy;d" iyldr ú≥y,am;s wdr®' 
tï' iS' rkafoKs uy;d" iyldr ú≥y,am;s ir;a 
.=K;s,l uy;d we;=Ω ldr®huKav,h" wreK 
rfn,a uy;d we;=Ω mdi,a ixjr®Ok iñ;sh iy 
≥Iauka; lrkakdf.dv uy;d we;=Ω wdos isiq 
ix.uh fkduo iyhla fok ,oS'

fuysoS úfYaI{ ffjoH mqnq≥ o is,ajd" úfYaI{ 
ffjoH moaul o is,ajd" ,h frda. ms,sn| úfYaI{ 
ffjoH oñ;a reøsf.da iy úfYaI{ ffjoH bfr®Ia 
chùr" f,aLldêld¯ ffjoH OkqIal wfí.=K;s,l 
f.ka iukaú; ;dlaIKsl lñgqjla ^Technical 
committee& m;alr.kakd ,oS'

Tjqkaf.a odhl;ajfhka fldúâ 19 je,elaúfï 
l%fudamdhsl ie<iqula ilialrk ,oS' ^Action 
plan to prevent COVID among students of Ananda 
College) (Living with new normal) (Schooling 
with Covid 19&' fuh wdkkaoh jeks isiqka iy 
ldr®huKav,h 7000 muK isák úYd, mdi,lg 
.e,fmk iy m%fhda.sl l%fudamdhla oekg we;s 
ksr®Kdhl Ndú;fhka is≥lrk ,oS'

fuh fkdlvjd mj;ajdf.k hdu ;=,ska 
^Sustainability& orejkag fi!LHdrlaIs; wdkkaohla 
we;slÍ¯u wdos wdkkaoSh ffjoH ljfha wruqKhs' 
^Safe and Healthy Ananda&
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ACOBA IT Committee & School IT
During the recent past we have observed & 
experienced an exponential development 
across Ananda College Old Boy’s Association 
Information Technology front which has gone 
above and beyond the conventional thought 
process and operation.

To get more insight about this admirable 
development, we thought of having a 
discussion with one of our great Old 
Anandian, IT professional, Project & Program 
Manager of Virtusa Pvt Ltd Mr. S.A Waruna 
Chandana , the key initiator , the master mind 
who has committed his valuable time, effort 
and expertise to develop this history changing 
implementations for Ananda College Old Boy’s 
association & Mother Ananda.

Waruna is a Vice President of Ananda 
College Old Boys’ Association and holds the 
responsibility of Ananda College Old Boys’ 
Association IT Committee & School IT.

This is the interview we have had with him.

If you can tell us about the development we 
have seen and experienced with in Information 
Technology Committee of Ananda College Old 
Boys’ association

I’m glad that Ananda College Old Boys’ association 
have become pioneers of digital transformation 
activities, especially within a Non profitable 
organization like this.

All these experiences and digital services our 
members are being served at present, come as a 
result of initiatives I was dreaming several years 
back.

During the last 6-7 years , I can see we have made 
a revolutionary change to Old Boy’s Association 
operational activities with saving a lot of time & 
effort. It has given a better experience to members 
and OBA management.

At present, the whole member management process 
and OBA operations are done on a digital platform 
which has centralized everything into a single 
system which empowers the management of 10,000 
+ members.

New communication channels opened up to engage 
more Old Anandians who are located across the 
world.

On the other hand, OBA IT Sub Committee has 
initiated multiple Digital Transformational activities 
for college.

While the whole world got affected by Covid-19 
unexpectedly, Ananda College initiated 
distance learning for all students. While being 
a government school, how Ananda College 
became pioneers who started a such program 
immediately. How did it happen?

Well, I would say It was a pilot project successfully 
implemented as a result of positive thinking, 
willingness & enthusiasm to implement new things.

OBA President with the management committee & 
College Principal with Management Committee 
worked towards one goal of implementing a platform 
immediately to start classes without impacting the 
studies of students. All of them happily accepted the 
solution proposed by our IT Sub Committee. 

So just after the Sinhala & Tamil New year 
Celebrations in April, we started online classes for 
primary classes. We had lot of challenges such as 
identifying the best affordable platform to conduct 
classes, how to provide internet & required devices 
for students & academic staff etc. 

This was a challenging brand-new experience 
to college and students, but we came up with a 
methodical approach with motivating all these parties 
towards a CAN DO mindset. I applied some of my 
professional experiences and learning on managing 
distributed teams from different locations of world. It 
helped to gather everyone into online platforms to do 
planning sessions to conduct online classes.

We had to do teacher training to use the newly 
introduced Web Ex platform. We had to do trial 
sessions with academic staff. 

Same time college management was putting a 
tremendous effort to support college academic staff 
to get the required devices & internet facilities during 
the fully locked down situation in the country. 

Finally with breaking all these barriers, Ananda 
College became the pioneers among government 
schools to start Online Distance learning for more 
than 5000 students. It was a massive achievement 

and we have been an example to other schools in the 
country. Not only that, I have shared our experiences 
with few other schools to start the same.

While there was a ban across the country to 
avoid large gatherings and events, how did 
you plan to conduct the Old Boys’ association 
Annual General Meeting and election?

This is a very interesting topic which has written a 
new page in OBA history.

OBA AGM got postponed from March 2020, But 
Management of OBA badly wanted to have AGM 
soon to continue operations as usual.

One day I received a call from our OBA Vice President 
Mr. Asanga Priyadarshana with a question,”Malli, Do 
we have any possibility to do the Election online ?”  
I was delighted to hear that,  My straight answer was 
a “YES , CAN DO, already we have our own member 
management portal to facilitate electronic voting 
which was developed in 2016 but never used due 
to various reasons” Then I have been asked to see 
the possibilities of implementing and the timeline to 
complete.

I proudly need to mention Mr.Nuwan Chathuranga, 
one of my classmates, a Senior Software Engineer 
who was working with me from the very beginning 
& solely developed the member management 
software system for ACOBA. He accepted the 
challenge along with me to convert the previously 
developed electronic voting system to a pure online 
remote voting system for all OBA members through 
members' portal.

It started sleepless nights again for us as this has 
to be built within a limited few weeks’ time and we 
planned to have the AGM & Election on 25th July.

I cannot forget the great leadership demonstrated by 
our President Mr. Dushmantha Karannagoda along 
with the management committee & the immense 
support/encouragement given by our Vice President 
Mr. Asanga Priyadarshana to face all challenges and 
iron out those.

So we were put in front of two types of challenges
1. Technical challenges
2. Non-Technical Challenges.

Technical Challenges were the easier ones for us.

Non-technical part was the most challenging, 
especially in convincing and winning the trust of 
members about the accuracy & other arguments we 
were hearing from various parties.

However I was having a clear vision and a dream from 
a long time back to do a full digital transformation for 
all OBA activities. It was internalized & pushed me to 
move forward without retreat.
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So we took this Covid-19 situation as a blessing 
to implement and introduce a fully digitized remote 
online voting platform.

Came up with a solid plan to address Non-Technical 
challenges with technical solutions. It helped me to 
give black & white answers for all the concerns & 
arguments.

We started applying IT industry standards to ensure 
the reliability and accuracy of output of the system.

Within a short period of time we started conducting 
Security Audits, Systems Audits and availability 
improvements to the in house built member 
management portal.

We implemented a strong help desk process to 
support members to get their member profiles 
updated. I have to mention OBA Manager, Mr.Prasad 
Gajaweera who led this help desk activities at 100% 
accuracy with following the given instructions and 
process to the dot.

Then we got University of Colombo School of 
Computing involved to conduct a third party system 
audit. It was giving a lot of confidence to everyone.

Finally we kept the election open for 24 hours with an 
additional option for the people who prefer to attend 
the OBA office and vote electronically.

I would say it was a smooth one with adhering to the 
ground rules imposed by the government to control 
Covid-19.

In parallel to the election we wanted to conduct the 
Annual General Meeting in Webinar style without 
changing the conventional glamour we had in our 
Old Boys’ Association AGMs.

So our team did an amazing job on planning and 
execution which resulted in a smooth AGM adding in 
to OBA history as a first Webinar Style AGM opened 
for all Old Anandians across the globe.

Another specialty of this AGM was, 1228 OBA 
members have voted via online voting facility; That 
is the first time we have got that number of voters for 
the first time in OBA history.

How is the progress and where are we with 
the student information digitization program 
which was driven by IT Sub Committee

Actually I need to mention a little bit of the history 
of this initiation, After a lot of delays and failed 
attempts, again In 2014 we introduced this School 
Management System for Ananda College.

It was fully driven and initiated by few of my fellow 
Old Anandians who worked for my organization 
which I’m employed at.

We launched “Akura” School Management System 
as the first government school, who implemented 

a system to track all student data & and facilitate 
management activities of the college.

From 2015 onwards we started digitizing the school 
student enrolment process and we have conducted 
it continuously for the last 6 years and all set for the 
2021 new student intake as well.

We have a lot of new plans in place to be implemented 
as next steps which you will hear soon. Automated 
attendance tracking is one of the key features along 
with smart class room implementation.

Thanks for the sharing your experience, Can 
you explain me where are we on the OBA 
website & how it has helped to our members

Yes, we have revamped the OBA website at the 
beginning of this year and it helps all members and 
affiliated groups to submit their planned events and 
the information which needs to be published on the 
web.

OBA website always provides up to date information 
and news to the community and helps to keep close 
communication with our members. Especially our 
overseas affiliated groups are impressed and happy 
to publish their events they are planning.

Apart from the discussed digital platforms, we have 
enabled digital solutions to do financial transactions 
remotely to OBA through MCash, FriMi & eZCash.

I would like to mention Mr. Jayantha Wickramasinghe. 
He was the president of OBA by the time I was 
trying to implement these new ideas on digital 
transformation for College & OBA.

He was well understanding the thought process & 
blessed our journey with giving great sponsorship 
with the management committee to implement new 
things. Taking a moment to pass my sincere thanks 
for him and everyone helped in various ways on our 
IT Sub Committee activities throughout the journey. 

So Waruna , tell me this finally, when you take 
a look back , what is your take away and the 
learnings after working in Ananda College Old 
Boys' association for a long time.

it is not easy to implement and initiate new things 
and socialize. If you are unable to convince your idea 
mapping it to their current problem, no one will care 
about it. So start solutioning on top of the present 
problem and develop on top of it towards next levels. 
Otherwise your solution will be left out with no value. 

Finally, technology is not the matter, it is all about 
how you create benefits to users and how you let 
them feel it.

Interviewed by 
Tharindu Mallawarachchi

Installation of a Solar Power 
System at Kularatne Hall

Lak Danavi Ltd. designed and installed a solar cell 
system worth Rs. 7.8 million and donated it for the 
benefit of the College. The required project plan 
for this was done in collaboration with the relevant 
institutions and with the full support the project 
monitoring subcommittee. The Solar Power System 
was handed over to the College by the then Deputy 
Minister of Digital Infrastructure and Information 
Technology, Ajith P. Perera on 21 June 2019. Its 
total capacity is 50kw and it generates 65000kwh 
electrical energy per year and saves the College  
Rs. 2.5 million annually.

Old Anandians New South 
Wales (OANSW) Donate to 
COVID-19 Healthcare and 
Social Security Fund

On behalf of Anandian of NSW proud to announced, 
we are donated Rs.500,000/- to COVID 19 Healthcare 
and Social Security Fund Srilanka.

89 Batch mate Mr.Dimuth Jagodaarachchi handover 
the cheque to COVID 19 fund`s director General  
Mr. K B Egodagoda

OBA website always provides up to date information and news to the community 
and helps to keep close communication with our members. Especially our overseas 
affiliated groups are impressed and happy to publish their events they are planning.
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Anandians in Oman is a group founded in 
October 2013 as a friend's brotherhood.  
Within the years, it has grown to the largest 
school old boys group in Oman. Oman is a 
country with charm and a peaceful environment 
and provides several opportunities to people 
worldwide. Absorbs Modern influences with 
cultural values are significant drives in Oman 
society. Sri Lankan community is a minor social 
group not exceeded 15000 ex-pats and around 
1000 professionals. Anandians are working in 
several sectors and contributing to develop the 
country's’ economy and society.

As a group and a humble beginning, we 
have distinguished Anandians who worked in 
society and carved College name a well-known 
flagship in Oman. The beauty of the group is 
all are treated equally and respectfully on any 
occasion. One of the oldest member who left 
the school in 1973 and the youngest member 
left in 2008. But the Alma matter with true spirit 
is flourishing the group as the strongest SL OBA 
team in Oman. 

Group management, the members and advisors 
are elected as a committee, and all members 
are strongly supportive of their jointly made 
decisions.  Mr. Sanath Hemachandra, acting 
as an advisor to the committee. One of the 
founding members, Mr. Shamika Vithanage, is 
serving as the President from the inception of 
the group.  Mr. Dileepa Perera and Mr. Kumara 
Perera presently serving as the Secretary and 
the Treasurer, respectively. We would like to 
mention the service rendered by Mr. Seran 

Liyanarachchi and Mr. Pulina De Silva, who has 
served as past treasures in the group before 
leaving Oman. One of our founding members, 
Mr. Vajira Kasthuriarachchi, acted as an advisor 
and an active key personal in the society before 
left the country. As a small community in a gulf 
region, we are managing to prosper our duties 
and enrich the culture of unity.  

Since its inception, the group has organized 
several functions in Oman to serve society while 
maintaining the fellowship within the group and 
the society. In 2016 the group participated in an 
inter-school cricket tournament and won several 
achievements. Community functions, such as 
social events, arms givings, donation programs, 
were held occasionally for the betterment of our 
school spirit. Besides, we have collaborated to 
organize one of the most successful Grand Ball 
Dancing events in Oman Sri Lankan community 
history and brought utmost pride and marked 
the Ananda flagship within the community.  

As a group, we are fortunate to have 
opportunities to assist and extend our helping 
hand to needy students, past teachers' medical 
camps as one of the largest donors. We were 
further contributing to relieve flood victims in 
Sri Lanka and members' welfare activities for 
our mother, Ananda College.  Apart from that, 
we extended our charity to the motherland 
whenever it needed as true Anandians, 
especially donations and disaster aids.

Further to that, the group is rich with various 
talents and regularly participated in various 

activities organized by the Social Community 
Club in the Country. Singing, dancing, Scrabble, 
quiz, Sri Lankan School activities, designing, 
doctors, temple activities, and several socio-
cultural programs are essential enrollments. 

As a young and growing OBA group, we are still 
developing our capabilities and extending our 
services to our beloved school and motherland 
with a good heart and nourishing the Alma 
matter. For the current pandemic situation 
and economic challenges in the country and 
the world, we are still managing to extend 
our goodwill through projects and keep our 
members' unity and spirits in high standards. 

The Old Anandians Association of Oman (OAO)

Compiled by Old Anandian
Shamika Vithanage
President - OA Oman Wing
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;sia jirla mqrd uqΩuy;a cd;shu wdmiaig weo 
oeuQ f,a msmdis; l=˙re ïf,aÉP ;%ia;jdoh furáka 
uq,skqmqgd oud" ,laujg úch.%yKh lekaokakg 
m%uqLia:dkh f.k l%shdlrñka" kdhl;ajh ≥ka 
hqO-.=jka-kdúl" fmd,sia yd isú,a wdrCIl hk 
n, fiakdjka j, kshuqjka /ilau iqúYsIag 
wk| mq;=ka jq w;r" tod fuod ;=r hqoaOh mej;s 
iufha;a bka fmr yd miq;a tjka ër ùr tä 
n,e;s ùr úl%udkaú; rK Y+rhska yg ta i|yd 
udye˘s fm<Uùula we;s l< m%Odk;u m%jdyh kï 
wdkkao úoHd,hSh YsIHNg lKavhhs' 

jr®I 1881 oS ˆiQodkï fkdù fkdisákq˜ ^Never be 
Unprepared& hkak f;aud mdGh fldgf.k Ceylon 
Cadet Corps (CCC) f,i werö jr®I 1972 oS Y%S 
,xld YsIH Ng n,ldh (SLCC) njg m˙jr®;kh 
ù jr®I 1988 wfm%a,a 29 jk osk cd;sl YsIH 
Ng n,ldh (NCC) njg m;aj bos˙hg meñK 
fï jkúg jir 139 l wNsudkkSh b;sydihlg 
Wreulï lshk w;r ta ;=, fkdueflk jdr®;d.; 
ieureï fYaI l< ˆwk| YsIHNg lKavh˜ ke;akï 
wdkkaofha YsIH Ng lghq;= werfUkafka jr®I 
1920 oS h' ta wkqj 2020 fyj;a fuu jirg 
wdkkaofha YsIH Ng lKavh ishjila imqrhs'

furg YsIH Ng lKavhlg ,nd .;yels Wiiau 
iïudkh ̂yr®uka f,daia˜ ( HERMEN LOOS) l=i,dkh 
jk w;r iuia; ,xldfõ YsIH Ng LKav w;ßka 
jeäu ,l=Kq ,ndf.k m<uq ia:dkhg meñfKk 
LKavhg jr®I 1917 oS mgka fuu ˆyr®uka f,daia˜ 
l=i,dkh jdr®Islj ysñfõ' th jeäu j;djla ^18 
jrla& oskd .;a mdi, o wdkkaohhs' 

by; lS úYsIag ch.%yKh m%:u j;djg wdkkaoShka 
úiska oskd.kq ,nkafka jr®I 1928 oS jk w;r 
wdkkao úoHd,h wrUd ishjila iemsrE jr®I 1986 
jk úg fyj;a wdkkao YsIH Ng lghq;= wdrïN ù 
jir 66 la jk úg wdkkaoh fuu ˆyr®uka f,daia˜ 
l=i,dkh 9 jrla oskd .ekSug iu;a jq w;r ta 
1928" 1935" 1938" 1949" 1950" 1956" 1960" 1967 
yd 1979 hk jr®I j,oSh' 

bkslaì;sj wdkkaofha YsIH Ng LKavfha 
iajr®Kuh hq.h Wodjkafka jr®I 1987 oS tjlg 
lms;dka ks,h oere ^jr®;udkfha úY%dñl lr®k,a& 
î'fla'fla'ã' úfcaisxy uy;d LKav Ndr ks,Od˙hd 

f,i m;aúu;a iu˘hs' t;=ud YsIH Ng LKavh 
Ndrf.k 1987" 1990" 1991" 1992" 1993" 1996" 
1998" 1999 yd 2002 jr®Ij, wdkkao úoHd,hg 
ˆyr®uka f,daia˜ l=i,dkh 9 jrla oskd fokakg 
iu;a jq w;r jr®I 1987 isg 2002 olajd 12 
j;djla fkdlvjd 03 jk n,weKsfha Y=r;djh 
ysñlr .ekSug;a 1987 isg 2002 olajd jir 16 
la ;=, ˆyr®uka f,daia˜ l=i,dkh ,o jir 09 g 
wu;rj fiiq jir 07 oS u tys wkqY=rhska fjñka 
fïcr® fckrd,a B'„' f;ajkdh.ï l=i,dkh oskd 

.ksñka tu l=i,dkh o jeäu jdr .Kkla ,nd 

.;a YsIH Ng LKavh njg m;ajkakg yels úh'

jir 139 la jQ ,dxlSh YsIH Ng b;sydih ;=, 
YsIH Ng n,ldfha lsisª ks,Od˙fhl= úiska ,nd 
fkd.;a ch.%yK ,nd .;a úYsIag;u LdKavNdr 
ks<Od˙hd jQ úY%dñl lr®k,a î'fla'fla'ã' úfcaisxy 
uy;d ̂ tjlg lms;dka& hgf;a 1992 jifr® oS m%:u 
j;djg w;s.re ckdêm;s wdr®' fm%auodi ue;s;=ud 
úiska msß˙kuk ,o ˆw;s.re ckdêm;s LKavh˜ 
hk iïudkh m<uqfjkau oskd .ekSfï jdr®;djo 

oehg iqjyila úre mq;=ka odhdo lrñka"   ishjila imqrk wdkkaofha AYsIH Ng jHdmdrhZ
ˆoskq ìu;a - je¥ uj;a iajr®.hg jvd w.fkah˜ hk lshuk ikd: lrñka ud;D N+ñfha iaffj¯;ajh yd 
fN!ñl wLKav;djh Wfoid iajlSh „ú; mqo l<d jQ o" ;=jd, ,nñka yd iuyr úfgl osú we;s f;lau 
wdndê; ;;a;ajhg m;aj rK ìfïoS i;=rdg buy;a ydks meñKjQjd jQ o" oskq ìug Kh ke;s Wodr ,la 
mq;=ka fndfyduhlau wk| ú≥ uõ fijKska ùr;ajh ms<sn| uq,a w;afmd;a ;enQfjda fj;s'



13

oehg iqjyila úre mq;=ka odhdo lrñka"   ishjila imqrk wdkkaofha AYsIH Ng jHdmdrhZ

igyk"
wd† wdkka°h
kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l
lKsIaG YsIH Ng 1993-1995 

wdkkaoh i;=j we;s w;r tu LKavh fufyhùfï 
LKav Ndr ks,Od˙hd jq lr®k,a î'fla'fla'ã 
úfcaisxy uy;d osjhsfka m%:u ckdêm;s iïudkh 
oskd.;a YsIH Ng ks,Od˙hd jq w;r fï olajd mia 
j;djla ckdêm;s iïudkh oskd.;a tlu YsIHNg 
ks,Od˙hd ùfï jdr®;djo ;nd we;' tfukau 
t;=ud 1998" 1999" 2000" 2001" 2002 hk jir 
05 oSu 3 jk n,weKsfha fyd|u >K irU wK 
fokakd fukau 1999 yd 2000 hk jir j, oS 
osjhsfka fyd|u wKfokakd f,io iïudkhg md;% 
fjñka jdr®;d fmd;a w;rg tla ùug iu;a úh'

wdkkao wdos lr®;D ;=uka jQ fyka˙ iaà,a ´,alÜ 
;=uka o weu˙ldkq hqo yuqodfõ lr®k,a jrhl= 
jQ w;r tod fuod ;=r wdkkaoh fufyh jQjd 
jQ ú≥y,am;sjreka ;=ka fofkl=u fikam;sjreka 
úh' Tjqka w;˙ka Æ;skka lr®k,a B'ta' fmareisxy 
ú≥y,am;s ;=ud jr®I 1968)1969 olajd o" lr®k,a 
„'ví' rdcmlaI ú≥y,am;s ;=ud jr®I 1969)1973 
olajd o" Y%S ,xld YsIHNg n,ldfha wOHlaIjreka 
f,i o lr®k,a ù'tia' l=v,s.u ú≥y,am;s ;=ud 
jr®I 1982)1987 olajd Y%S ,xld YsIHNg n,ldfha 

ksfhdacH wOHlaIjrhd f,io lghq;= lr ;sîu 
wdkkaoh ,o ;j;a f.!rjhls'

jr®I 1881 oS werö" tla;rd ld,iSudjl fmd,sia 
YsIH Ng LKavhlao wdkkaofha chflfy<s kexjq 
w;r uE; Nd.fha oS .=jka yd kdúl YsIH Ng 
LKavhka o fjka fjka jYfhka úoHd,h ;=, 
ia:dms; úh'

wdrlaIl f,alïjreka ;sfofkla" *S,aâ udr®I,a 
jrhl= o we;=Ω hqO yuqodm;sjreka 05 fofkla" 
woañrd,a T*a o *a,SÜ jrhl= o jQ kdúl 
yuqodm;sjrfhla fukau isú,a wdrlaIl n,ld 
m%OdkSka fofofkla o fmd,siam;sjreka fofofkla 
o we;=Ω wdrlaIl wxYfha kshuqjka yd Wiia 
ks,Od¯ka úYd, m%udKhla tlu mdi,lska ìys 
ls¯fï Wodr f.!rjh ,nkakg wdkkaoh iu;aj 
we;s w;r" b;sydifha wm ,o tlS ls;a hiia u;= 
ld,fha o h,s h,s ,nkakg wdkkaohg yels fõjd 
hs uqΩ yoskau m%dr®:kd lrñka ishjila imqrK 
wdkkao úoHd,hSh YsIH Ng LKavhg iqNdYsr®jdo 
tlalr isáuq '

• wdrlaIl f,alïjreka ;sfofkla  • *S,aâ ud¾I,a jrhl= o we;=Ω¿ hqO yuqodm;sjreka 05 fofkla   

• woañrd,a T*a o *a,SÜ jrhl= o jQ kdúl yuqodm;sjrfhla  • isú,a wdrlaIl n,ld m%OdkSka fofofkla  • fmd,siam;sjreka fofofkla
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The English Drama Circle of Ananda College is 
one of the most accomplished and lauded drama 
societies at school-level in Sri Lanka today. Since 
its founding it has surmounted many challenges, 
overturned several prejudices, and helped mould 
some of the most dynamic and cosmopolitan 
Anandians to emerge from school in recent years.  

The Drama Circle was founded in 2006 on the 
initiative of then Principal Mr. B. A. Abeyratne with 
Mr. R. R. Rohana as Master in Charge and Old 
Anandian Nishantha de Silva as volunteer Director. 
Its initial aim was to ensure that Ananda would 
consistently take part in the Annual Inter School 
Shakespeare Drama Competition, which the school 
had only entered a few times in the 1970s and 1980s, 
and only once in the 1990s. 

It took many years for the Drama Circle to find its 
way. Myriad obstacles abounded, from internal 
difficulties such as lack of funding, rehearsal spaces 
and lukewarm support from the staff, to external 
challenges including prejudice in the pseudo-elite 
bastions of English drama in Colombo society. 

To illustrate: in 2011, the first time Ananda entered 
the Shakespeare Drama Competition final (with 
a “localised” Taming of the Shrew replete with 
traditional costumes and a Kopi Kade soundtrack) 
the last week of rehearsal nearly didn’t happen. The 
Kularatne Hall, booked by the Drama Circle weeks in 
advance, was rented out to a private party at the last 
minute with no prior notice. After a mad scramble to 
find rehearsal venues, Ananda emerged 2nd Runners 
Up. However, Letters to the Editor published in 
English newspapers that same week were quick to 
criticise the play’s Sri Lankan setting and ask if local 
audiences would tolerate Maname being performed 
in Top Hats! 

Adopting the Nietzschean maxim of “what does not 
kill one makes one stronger”, the Drama Circle grew 
from this debacle. Old Anandians were canvassed to 
provide support and many individuals and groups 
came forward to help. AnandaDrama, a non-profit 
company run by volunteering Old Anandians, was 
set up to stage plays for the public as a means of 
funding English Drama at the school, and thereby 
minimising the financial and infrastructure support 
looked for from the school. Success followed close 
behind.

In 2013, Ananda won the 25th Royal Interact Drama 
Competition with a daring satire on Indo-Lanka 
politics, Alles in Wonderland. In 2014, the school 
became Champions of the Inter School Shakespeare 
Drama Competition with Timon of Athens, one of 
the Bard’s least performed plays. Ananda won the 
Championship again in 2017 with Hamlet;  it entered 
the final yet again in 2018 and emerged 1st Runners 
Up last year. Ananda is now firmly established as a 

The Revival of English Drama at Ananda

social satires Grease Yaka (2014) and Grease Yaka 
Returns (2018) were controversial plays packing 
very serious social commentary in Sinhala and 
English, while Picket Republic (2017) also had 
elements in Tamil. Many actors and actresses from 
diverse backgrounds regularly act in AnandaDrama's 
plays because of the company's signature originality, 
and AnandaDrama is now firmly established as one 
of the premier theater groups in Sri Lanka today. 

In 2019 AnandaDrama swept the boards at Sri 
Lanka’s 47th State Drama Festival with Grease Yaka 
Returns. Written & directed by Nishantha de Silva 
and Rajitha Hettiarachchi and presented primarily in 
Sinhala, the play won a total of 10 Awards including 
Best Play, Best Direction and Best Original Script. 
In 2020, shortly before the COVID19 lockdown, the 
play was showcased at Asia’s largest international 
theatre festival, the 21st Bharat Rang Mahotsav in 
India. 

The revival of drama at Ananda was made possible 
by the generosity of many Old Anandians and 
the hard work of its members, present and past. 
These include Ishtartha Wellaboda and Rajitha 
Hettiarachchi, who supported Nishantha in directing 
the Drama Circle's productions after they left school, 
and who took over from him after 2017. Many other 
past members are stalwarts of both the Drama Circle 
and AnandaDrama today. 

Visit www.anandadrama.org for more details. 

In 2019, AnandaDrama reached 
the pinnacle of Sinhala theatre too 
by winning 10 Awards including 
Best Play at the 47th State Drama 
Festival of Sri Lanka with its 
dark social satire, Grease Yaka 
Returns. Together with Ananda's 
victories at the English language 
Inter School Shakespeare 
Drama Competition in 2014 
and 2017, this was the culmination 
of a remarkable theatrical revival 
that began in 2006.
“must watch” school at this elite competition, having 
overcome early prejudices through the strength its 
performances. 

AnandaDrama, too, has grown from strength to 
strength. Since 2013, it has produced several full 
length stage plays, most of them originals. Dracula! 
(2015) and Affair at Ward Place Hotel (2016) were 
hilarious, crowd pleasing comedies in English. The 
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Two numbers emerge whenever there is a 
debate about the proficiency of English in Sri 
Lanka; five per cent and ninety-five per cent. 
The former represents the percentage who are 
proficient and the latter, the percentage who 
are not. The divide between the vernacular and 
the English language is a social construct. Its 
origin is attributable to the overarching policy 
of the British colonizers.  In Lord Acton's words 
"We have to accomplish a change both in the 
State and in Society to supersede the traditional 
government and the traditional civilization. 
Indian culture, though it was developed, by the 
same Aryan race to which our civilization is 
indebted, has been arrested in its progress. The 
religion and manners of the Orientals mutually 
support one another; neither can be changed 
without the other. Hence the pioneer of 
civilization has to get rid of the religion of India, 
to enable him to introduce a better culture." 
The overarching objective, therefore, was to 
choke the life of local traditions, religions, and 
language by laws and administrative changes. 
The British achieved these objectives to a 
greater degree in Sri Lanka than in India. To 
this end, the British used the English language 
as an instrument, and English education was 
conditional upon loyalty to European values. 
The result was the emergence of the brown 
"Pukka Sahib" culture. After the independence 
of Ceylon, these brown Pukka Sahib men 
influenced by European culture exacerbated 
the divide to make English an exclusive tool of 
few local elites. Today what prevents English 
from being a personalised tool of local elites 
is a few schools dedicated to educating the 
underprivileged. 

The arrival of American Theosophist, Col. Henry 
Steel Olcott and Madam Blavatsky in Galle on 
17th May 1880 and the establishment of Buddhist 
Theosophical Society was contemporaneous  
with the Buddhist revival in Ceylon. The primary 
task of the Buddhist Theosophical Society was 
the establishment of schools teaching a modern 
curriculum in English for the Sinhala Buddhist 
community. The Society was never a communal 
organization bent on preferential treatment for 
the majority but a Society that encouraged the 
strengthening of Universal Brotherhood without 
distinction of race, religion, gender, caste or colour 
and to promote the study of comparative religions, 
philosophy and science. To achieve its primary 
task schools that rivalled the missionary schools 
in Ceylon were established, thus in 1886, housing 
thirty-seven youngsters in Pettah, the-then ‘English 
Buddhist Academy’ was founded by Col. Henry 

Steel Olcott. There began the humble beginnings of 
Ananda College. A school with a vision of providing 
a decent education for the less privileged. 

Among the Clubs and Societies in Ananda College, 
the English Debating Society stays true to this 
veritable philosophy and is dedicated to grooming 
a generation of Anandians that are efficient 
leaders and masters in the art of public speaking, 
empowered with critical, analytical thought. From 
its inception, the Society was a force to be reckoned 
with, moulding the likes of former Attorney Generals 
of the country. It recently reached the pinnacle 
of success in inter-school debating. It should be 
noted, however, that it owes this recent success to 
a phase of tragic failures. Indeed, many thought that 
the Society would be relegated to the attic of school 
debating and be forgotten. This was not to be for 
the dedication of a few individuals and the courage 
of one mentor. The renaissance of the Society from 
this dark age of failures begins with Coach Damitha 
Karunarathne. A lawyer by profession; Damitha, 
brought to the table valuable advocacy skills but 
most importantly provided an invaluable philosophy 
for the debaters. This philosophy can be summarized 
by the five principles that the debaters internalized 

The Story of the Ananda College 
English Debating Society

and considered as their constitution. The principles 
are commitment, teamwork, doing your best, having 
fun and paying it forward. As simple as they might 
seem, we have found that they are profound in 
meaning and complicated in their application. 

To be an Outlier, one must put in the hard work 
and gruelling hours. Dispel any doubt, the young 
Anandian Debaters were the definition of Outliers. 
Spending hours after school, debating complex 
social issues and preparing for tournaments made 
them distinctively committed. The first home of 
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many debaters became the Alma Mater. Indeed, 
when the debaters took part in the Asian Schools 
Debating Championship, they would practise 
beyond midnight, seemingly rebuked yet supported 
by their parents. This was the commitment that 
was necessary for many other tournaments as well. 
‘Doing good’ was not enough. One had to be their 
best. The Debaters were bound by brotherhood, 
mutual respect and teamwork, there was never a 
hierarchy based on seniority. All were equal, and 
all equally contributed to the greater good of the 
Society. Whether he was wearing longs or shorts, he 
had the chance to be a part of the teams. Selections 
were purely based on merit. After every tournament, 
whether the debaters won or not, they would have 
a team discussion. Every one of them would be 
questioned by Damitha, as to whether they did their 
best and enjoyed the tournaments. For the debaters 
at Ananda, tournaments were not about fickle prizes 
but about a personal commitment to be better and do 
something they love and value.

All things are created twice, firstly in the mind then 
in reality. The power of visualization is that what 
one can achieve one can conceive. The debaters at 
Ananda continued to dream of excelling at the local 
and international circuit. After debating practices, at 
the insistence of Damitha, they would often spend 
time visualizing an all-Ananda Grand Final at the Sri 
Lanka Schools Debating Championship; the most 
prestigious debating tournament of the country. At 
the time, it was an elusive dream for the debaters, but 
visualization of this dream provided them with the 
self-confidence necessary to believe in their abilities. 
It re-fuelled an engine that was once arrested by past 
failures and lifted the veil of gloom. The hard work 
and the dreams of the debaters came true in 2013 
when Ananda won the All Island Televised English 

Among the Clubs and Societies 
in Ananda College, the English 
Debating Society stays true 
to this veritable philosophy 
and is dedicated to grooming 
a generation of Anandians 
that are efficient leaders and 
masters in the art of public 
speaking, empowered with 
critical, analytical thought.

Language Debating Championship, "The Debater" 
organized by MTV Sports. Afterwards, it produced a 
snowball effect where the debaters excelled at local 
tournaments. The culmination of this snowball effect, 
resulting in the debaters achieving their dream of 
having an all-Ananda Grand Final at the Sri Lanka 
Schools Debating Championship, in 2016; an 
occurrence that had never occurred before at the said 
tournament. In the subsequent year, Ananda College 
re-emerged as Champions at the tournament. 
They were once again crowned ‘Champions’ at this 
tournament in 2020. They have won almost all inter-
school debating tournaments within the past four 
years; an unparalleled feat.

This year, an Anandian Debater reached the pinnacle 
of success at International debating as well; a dream 
that was beyond their scope of imagination at the 
club’s origin. On Sunday the 2nd of August 2020, 
Sri Lanka’s National Debate Team reached the Grand 
Final of the World Schools Debating Championship 
(WSDC) and emerged ‘Runners-up’ after a close 
debate against the Team Canada, a former finalist. 
The road to the Grand Final of WSDC is not an easy 
one with at least seventy countries competing for the 
title. Sri Lanka had never reached the Grand Final 
of WSDC before. The Sri Lankan National Team 
comprises the cream of the country’s debaters. 
Only a few Ananda Debaters had been part of the 
Sri Lankan National Team. Chanidu Ratnayake, 
who reached the Grand Final of WSDC this year is 
expected to represent the Sri Lankan National Team 
once again, next year. An accomplishment in itself, 
one that no other Debater from Ananda has achieved. 

What makes the English Debating Society of Ananda 
an Outlier? It is the culture that was created by a 
group of individuals unwound of personal motives 
but bound by the charitable motive of ‘paying it 
forward’ to a younger generation of Anandians. 
Those that wanted their juniors to achieve greater 
heights than them. Each story of success is one also 
that of the people ‘behind the scenes’. Of course, it is 
difficult to name every individual that was part of this 
journey but if history is any indication, through thick 
and thin, through the vagaries of socio-dynamics, 
the English Debating Society of Ananda College will 
remain an organization committed to the continuous 
development of its beneficiaries. They, in turn; being 
the inheritors of a sacred trust of Ananda College’s 
vision, will be vehicles for the commonwealth of the 
Sri Lankan people.

This year, an Anandian Debater reached the pinnacle of success at 
International debating as well; a dream that was beyond their scope 
of imagination at the club’s origin. On Sunday the 2nd of August 2020, 
Sri Lanka’s National Debate Team reached the Grand Final of the World 
Schools Debating Championship (WSDC) and emerged ‘Runners-up’ 
after a close debate against the Team Canada, a former finalist.
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wdÈ wdkka§h YsIHNg ;+¾hjdol 
LKavfha 51 jirl wNsudkh''''

óg jir 51 lg fmr" tkï jr®I 1969 jifr® oS wdrïN 
lrkakg fh≥Kq ˆwdkkao úoHd,hSh YsIHNg ;+r®hjdol 
LKavh˜ tod fuod ;=r ksfhdackh l< wdkkaoShka 
f.dvk.d.;a wdos YsIH tluq;=fõ jdr®Isl uyd iNd /iaùu 
miq.shod mej;s w;r tys Wkak;sh fjkqfjka lghq;= l< 
ls%hdld¯ idud‚lhka yg Wmydr ;s,sK m%odkhla o tysoS 
i≥úh' 

tjlg fn!oaO mdie,a j,g isxy, ixialD;shg .e,fmk m˙os 
;+r®hjdol lKavdhï fkd;sîfï wvqj jgyd.;a wdkkaofha 
ú≥y,am;s OQrh ±rE ¨;s;ka lr®k,a B'ta' fmareisxy ue;s;=ud" 
tjekakla wdkkao ú≥y, ;=, wdrïN ls¯fï j.lSu 
t;=ukaf.a ksfhdacH ú≥y,am;s;=uka jQ lr®k,a „'ví' rdcmCI 
ue;s;=udg mjrkakg fh≥Ks' ta wkqj tu ldr®hh YS% ,xld 
YsIHNg n,ldfha 3 jk n, weKsfha ¨;skka t,a'tka' lírd,a 
uy;d fj; Ndr jk w;r t;=ud LKav Ndr ks,Od¯jrhd 
f,i wdrïN lrk fmros. ;+r®hjdol lKavfha mqyqKqùï 
lghq;= Ndrjkafka tjlg wdkkaofha ix.S; .=rejrhd jQ 
m%ùK ix.S;fõoS wks,a ñys˙mekak ue;s;=uka fj; yd ¨;skka 
nr®á m%kdka≥ ue;s;=uka fj;hs'

wjYH jdok NdKav yd ks, we∫ï imhd .ekSu i|yd 
chr;ak u,aYd,dfõ wêm;s;=uka úiska m%Odk jYfhka 
uQ,H odhl;ajh imhk ,o w;r lKavdhfï m<uq kdhlhd 

f,i buy;a lemùfuka lghq;= lrkafka YsIHNg n,ldfha 
ìhq.,a fïcr® .dñKS chr;ak YsIHhd úiskqhs' jr®I 1969 
isg 1973 olajd kdhl;ajh bis¨ Tyqf.ka wk;=rej tÉ' 
Ydka;,d,a b∫ref.d,a, ^1973&" rùkaø udifldard, ^1974&" 
ta'fla' fyaul=udr ^1975&" î' p;=ris˙ fmfr®rd ^1976& hk wh 
kdhl;ajh orñka ;+r®hjdol LKavh jvd Wiia ;;ajhlg 
f.kths' 

¨;skka rx‚;a mS' ú;dk uy;d jr®I 1973 oS LKavNdr 
ks,Od˙jrhd f,i m;ajk w;r bka wk;=rej ¨;skka ,hk,a 
fukaäia uy;d o" uE; ld,fha oS lr®k,a î'fla'fla'ã' úfcaisxy 
uy;d iy ¨;s' lr®k,a c.;a w,aúiA" ¨;skka .hdka Ñka;l" 
fïcr® tka'ã' .=Kfialr uy;ajreka LKavNdr ks,Od˙jreka  
f,i tu ;k;=rg m;aj ;+r®hjdol LKavfha Wkak;sh 
fjkqfjka lemjQy'

jr®I 1969 oS úoHd,hSh jdr®Isl ;Hd. m%odfkda;aijhg m%Odk 
wuq;a;d f,i meñKs tjlg wOHdmk wud;H w,aydca nosWoaoSka 
uyuqoa ue;s;=ud yd tu ue;sKsh we;=Ω wuq;a;ka ms<s.ekSu is≥ 
lrk ,oafoa o fuu wNskjfhka werô ;+r®hjdol LKavhhs' 

YsIHNg l|jqrej, ymkalï md meiiqï ,nñka fmrg 
wd úoHd,hSh YsIHNg ;+r®hjdol LKavfha idud‚lhska  
YS% ,xldfõ má.; l< cd;Hka;r Ñ;%mghla jQ ˆf.daâ lsx˜ 

^osjHuh rc& ys rx.khg o odhl fjñka tys miqìï ix.S;h 
iemhSfï lghq;a;g o tlafjñka ish yelshdjka m%or®Ykh 
lrkafka 1973 oSh' 

tfukau Tjqka ifydaor mdi,aj, ;+r®hjdol lKavdhï tla 
lrf.k iqúfYaIS úúO m%ix.hla o mj;ajkq ,nhs' 

wdkkaofha ixfla;h jQ nqoaO ukaosrh jr®I 1969 udr®;= 06 
jk od újD; l< wjia:dfõ tys m<uq fyaúis f;ajdj jdokh 
lrkakg o Nd.Hj;a jQ ;+r®hjdol lKavdhfï idudcsl ms˙i 
h<s;a jrla jir 50 lg miqj tlaù w;S; fid∫re u;lhka 
f.!rjfhka iurñka 2019 udr®;= 06 od tu fyaúis f;ajdj 
nqoaO ukaosrh bos˙fha oS jdokh ls¯u o iodkqiaurKSh 
ft;sydisl wjia:djla f,i i|yka l< yelsh'  

tf,i werô úoHd,hSh fcHIaG YsIHNg ;+r®hjdol 
LKavh jir 51 la mqrd ú≥yf,a jdr®Islj mj;ajk ;Hd. 
m%odfkda;aij" jr®K m%odfkda;aij" ksjdidka;r u,, lS%vd 
W;aij j,oS fukau m%N+ ms<s.ekSï i|yd jk W;aij yd wdpdr 
fm<md,s i|yd o ish odhl;ajh imhñka tu wjia:djka 
f.!rjKSh f,i úÑ;%j;a ls¯ug iu;a úh' tfukau cd;sl 
YsIH Ng n,ldfha l|jqre yd ;r˘ i|yd iyNd.S fjñka 
ch ,nd ú≥ujqka fj; lSr®;sh lekaokakg o iu;aj ;sîu 
úfYaIfhkau i|yka l< hq;=h'

tod wdkkaofha m%:u ;+r®hjdol LKavfha m%:u kshuqjd 
jQ foaYudkH .dñKS chr;ak uy;d wo wdos ;+r®hjdol 
ix.ufha iNdm;S;ajh orñka jr®;udk ;+r®hjdol LKavfha 
oshqKqjg yd wNsjDoaêhg w; ys; foñka lghq;= lrkq oelSu 
ieneúkau i;=gg yd wdvïnrhg m;aúh yels lreKls'

wdkkaofha ixfla;h jQ nqoaO 
ukaosrh jr®I 1969 udr®;= 06 
jk od újD; l< wjia:dfõ 
tys m<uq fyaúis f;ajdj 
jdokh lrkakg o Nd.Hj;a jQ 
;+r®hjdol lKavdhfï idud‚l 
ms˙i h<s;a jrla jir 50 
lg miqj tlaù w;S; fid∫re 
u;lhka f.!rjfhka iurñka 
2019 udr®;= 06 od tu fyaúis 
f;ajdj nqoaO ukaosrh bos˙fha oS 
jdokh ls¯u o iodkqiaurKSh 
ft;sydisl wjia:djla f,i 
i|yka l< yelsh'

igyk"
wd† wdkka°h
kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l



oskQ ìug Kh ke;s W;a;u mrmqrl 
Wreuh odhdo fldg .;a; o " ksy;udkSj 
wk`o ú≥ìfuka iajlSh .=Khym;alï 
fmdfydks fldg f.k ixúOdk Yla;sh 
yd kdhl;aj l=i,;d jvd jr®Okh 
lr .ksñka wêlrK lafIa;%hg msúi" 
rcfha wêkS;s{jrfhl=f.a isg w;sfr®l 
fid,sisgr® fckrd,a OQrh olajd úúO 
;k;=re orñka kS;sm;s fomdr®;fïka;=fõ 
oYl ;=kl fufyjfrka wk;=rej 
2019 jr®Ifha oS tkï tlu jirla 
;=, wNshdpkdêlrKfha iNdm;s 
úksiqre OQrh yd fY%aIaGdêlrKfha 
úksYapldr Oqrhlskao mqo ,o ckdêm;s 
kS;s{ fY%aIaG wdos wdkkaoSh hika;  
fldaodf.dv ue;s;=udKka iu`. is≥ l< 
iïuqL idlÉcdj fu;eka isg'''  

.re úksiqre;=uks" wms uq,skau leu;shs 
Tn;=udf. .ï m<d;" foudmshka iy 
ifydAor ifydaoßhka ms<sn`o f;dr;=re 
álla oek.kak''' 

Tõ' ,dxlSh fndfyda fofkl=g jf.a ;ukaf.a 
wkkH;dj yd iu˘ noao jqKq ta i|yd miqìï 
jqKq ≥r neyer .ula lsh,d wdvïnrfhka lshkak 
.ula kï ug we;a;gu keye' ta fudlo ux 
ye≥fka jevqfka bf.k .;af;a fld<U w.k.rfha 
ksid' tkuq;a uf.a mshdKkaf.a .u ol=Kq m<df;a 
.d,a, osiA;%slalfha wyx.u m%foaYh' t;=uka 
fï rfÜ lSr®;sor ffjoH úfYaI{fhla fukau 
wOHdmk{hl= o jqkq fld<U ffjoH mSGfha 
mSGdêm;sjrfhl= fukau fld<U úYaj úoHd,fha 
Wm l=,m;s;=uka  f,io l,la lghq;= l< uydpdr®h 
kkaoodi fldaodf.dv ue;s;=ud' uf.a uEKshkaf.a 
.u;a .d,a,uhs' .DyKshla jqKq weh kñka r;akd 
fldaodf.dv' ug jeäuy,a fidhqre fidhq˙hka 
fofofkla bkakjd' jeäu,au wlald' weh .S;dks 
fldaodf.dv' mqia;ld,hdêm;skshla jk weh oekg 
kjiS,ka;fh „j;a fjkjd' B<˘g uf.a whshd" 
wcs;a fldaodf.dv jr,;a .Kldêld˙jrhl= 

jf.au wdh;k l<ukdlrefjl= f,i *Scs rdcHfha 
mosxÑj lghq;= lrkjd' Tyq;a ux jf.au wdos 
wdkkaoSfhla'

t;fldg Tn;=ud Wmkafka fudk 
j¾Ifhaos o@ fldfyaÈ o@ lsh,d wmsg 
lsõfjd;a'''

tal álla iqúfYaIhs ux ys;kafka' ux Wm; ,enqfõ 
1965 jifr ckjd˙ udifha oS' kuq;a ,xldfõ 
kï fkdfjhs' ta fjkfldg uf.a mshdKka Wiia 
wOHdmkh i|yd uyd ì%;dkHfha iafldÜ,ka;fha 
/|S isáfha' wïuhs uf.a jeäuy,a fidhqre 
fidhq˙hkqhs tlalu' b;ska ta wkqj ud bmfokafka 
uyd ì%;dkHfha' trg kS;sh wkqj fndfydu 
myiqfjka ud yg trg mqrjeis nj ,nkak 
yelshdj ;snqK;a uf.a mshd ;srKh lrkjd jydu 
,xldjg fmr,d udj;a /f.k meñfKkak' tfyu 
fkdjqkd kï uu;a wo jk úg wdkafodA,kd;aul 
ud;Dldjla f,i l:d lrk oaõ;aj mqrjeisfhl= 
fjkak ;snqKd ^iskdfiñka&'  

fyd`ohs Tfí <udúh" ta jf.au m%d:ñl 
mdi,a ld,h ms<sn`oj u;lh wjÈ 
lf<d;a'''

tjlg wms mosxÑ fj,d ysáfh yhsf,j,a mdfr udhd 
udjf;a' idudkHfhka m%;sm;a;s.rel mqoa.,fhla 
jqKq wfma mshd wh:d wkaoñka miqmi fodfrka 
f,dl= mdi,lg wmj we;=,;a lrkak fldfy;au 
W;aiy fkd.;a ksid ksjig hdnoj wod, mdi, 
jqKq bism;k ú≥y,g ;uhs udj;a whshdj;a  
we;=¨ lf<a' bkamiafia wfma mjq, b;du;a <˘ska 
weiqre l<" tjlg wdkkao ú≥yf,a .=rejrfhla 
jqKq „' Or®ujr®Ok uy;d wfma mshdg lsh,d ;snqKd 
wdkkao m%d:ñlfha orefjda fokafkla mdif,ka 
bj;afj,d úfoaY .; fjkjd' ta mqrmamdvqjg 
udj;a whshdj;a we;=Ω lr.kak mqΩjka lsh,' ta 
wkqj 1971 jifros whshj 5 fY%aKshg;a udj 2 jk 
fY%aKshg;a jYfhka wdkkaohg we;=Ω lr.;a;' 
ug u;lhs uf.a m<uq mx;s Ndr .=re;=ñh jqfka 
fidaud úfcar;ak .=reuEKshka' wfma mx;sfha .EKq 

<uhs 3 fofkl=;a bf.k .;a;d' úfYaIfhkau 
ta ldf, .=rejrekaf. oshKshka ta wdldrhg  
6 fYa%Ksh fjklïu wfma mx;sj, ysáhd' 

mqxÑ ldf, fldfyduo wdkkaofh fijk 
Tng oekqfka @ 

mdi, lshkafk" wdkkaoh lshkafk ienúkau 
uf.a fojk ksji WKd' kuq;a mdi,g meñKs,d 
fkdfnda osklskau wmsg uyd ì%;dkHhg .syska tkak 
WKd jirlg' 1972 ueo .sys,a,d 1973 ueo h<s 
wdmiq wdjd' tfyu weú,a, uu fmda;l nd,olaI 
lKavdhug ne∫Kd' Th w;fr 1974 jk úg wms 
wog;a b;du;a .re lrk mqcKSh osúhd.y hiiais 
kdysñmdKka wdkkafog weú,a,d fn!oaO ix.uh 
m%;sixúOdkh lrk ldf, mka;s ksfhdacs;fhd 
m;al<d' uu ;uhs wfma 4 fY%aKsfha mka;s 
ksfhdacs;hd' ta ú;rla fkfjhs" u,a mqcdjg fmr 
wog;a jdokh jk foaYdNsudKS yd uõ-msh .=K 
.S; oeka má.; lr, m%pdrh l<dg tjlg mdi,a 
orefjd icSùjuhs .dhkd lf<a' uu;a ta .dhl 
lKavdhfï ysáhd' ta jf.au ,hk,a fukaäia .=re 
mshdKkaf.a ueosy;a úfuka mkais,a fok úg Yío 
úldYk hka;%h yryd ˆwjirhs iajdóks˜  lshkak 
yd kuialdrh Yío k.d lshkak ug wjia:dj 
,enqKd' uu tal yeuodu os.gu l<d'

m%d:ñl wxYfha mka;sj, bkaoeoaÈ ri 
u;l tfyu we;s'''

Tjq 1974 oS uu 5 jifr® bkaoeoaoS úoHd,fha ;Hd. 
m%odfkda;aijfha m%Odk wdrdê;hd yeáhg meñKsfh 
wdos wdkkaoSh m%:u w.úksiqre ;=ud fjÉp .dr®osh 
mqxÑfyajd wdkkao o is,ajd fyj;a „'mS'ta' o is,ajd 
tjlg w.úksiqre;=ud' uu bf.k .;a; 5-5 
mka;s Ndr iajr®Kd o is,ajd .=reuEKshka wms 
mka;sfha yefudagu kshu l<d' t;=udg ,shqu .dfka 
,sh, fokak lsh,d' wms Tlafldau ,sh,d ≥kakd' 
b;ska t;=ud miq lf,l kS;s i˘rdjlg iïuqL 
idlÉcdjla ,nd foñka ta .ek i|yka lr, 
;snqKd'

Y%S ,dxflah wêlrK moaO;sfha uq≥ka ñKlaj" hqla;sh mis`o,Su 
Wfoidu ish Yla;sh uqod y<" wNsudkKSh  wdos wdkka°h úksiqre;=udfKda 
fY%AIaGdêlrK úksiqre" ckdêm;s kS;S{

hika; fldaodf.dv ue;s;=ud
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Y%S ,dxflah wêlrK moaO;sfha uq≥ka ñKlaj" hqla;sh mis`o,Su 
Wfoidu ish Yla;sh uqod y<" wNsudkKSh  wdos wdkka°h úksiqre;=udfKda 
fY%AIaGdêlrK úksiqre" ckdêm;s kS;S{

hika; fldaodf.dv ue;s;=ud
6 mx;shg hkfldg fcHIaG nd,olaI lKavdhug 
nef|kjd' ta jf.au ksfõok" lœl" újdo lghq;= 
j,g;a chjr®Ok yd ,hk,a w,a.u jf.a .=re 
mshjre hgf;a ix.S; ix.uhg;a ne|s,d fndfyda 
jev lrkjd'

tfykï b;ska zl=,r;ak Yd,djZ tfyu 
fndfydu yqre ;ekla fjkake;s @

wfmdhs Tõ' ug u;lhs l=,r;ak Yd,dj újD; 
ls¯fï W;aijhg ˆwdkkao Wodj˜ kñka .S;uh 
kdgHhla ksr®udKh jqKd' miq lf,l m%lg 
wOHdmk{fhl= f,i uyÛ= fufyjrla l<  
nka≥ fldäldr ir® ;uhs tal fufyhjQfha' uu;a 
tafla r˘mEjd" iska≥ lsõjd'

ta jf.au ug wo jf.a u;lhs uu bf.kSu i|yd 
kS;s úoHd,hg ks, jYfhka we;=<;a jqfka 1985 
ckjd˙ ui 05 jkod Wkdg kS;s úoHd,fha 
kS;s YsIH isxy, ix.ufha iudrïNl /iaùfï 
.Shla .hkak wdkkaofha ix.S; lKavdhug ,o 
werhqulg wkqj 1975 oS uu kS;s úoHd,hg .shd' 
t;fldg ux 6 fY%aKsfha' lKavdhfï <dnd,u 
iudcslhd jqKdg úfYaIdx.h ms<sn|j isxy,-
bx.%Sis-oñ, udOH ;=fkkau y∫kajd oSu lrkak 
;snqfka ug' wog;a ug tajd lg mdvï'

úIh ndysr l%shdldrlï mdif,a oS 
m;fmdf;a wOHdmkhg n,mEula jqfka 
keoao@

wjxlju ux woyila m%ldY lrkjd kï fm!r®I 
jr®Okhg wk| isiq m%cdjg yd úoHd,hg fiajhla 
lrkak f,dl= wjia:djla fm!oa.,slj ug ,enqk;a 
wOHdmkhg ta yryd fmdä >DKd;aul n,mEula 
wdjd' uu Wiia fm< lf<a 1982 m<uq jr yd 1983 
fojk jr Combined Science j,ska úIhhka 
jqfka WoaNs; úoHdj" Y=oaO .Ks;h" fN!;sl úoHdj 
iy ridhk úoHdj' 

Wiia fm< by,ska iu;ajqj;a ug ffjoH úoHd,hg  
we;=,a fjkak ne˙ Wkd' b;ska wfma 12" 13 
jir foflau mka;s Ndr .=re;=ud jqfka wdos 
wdkkaoSfhl=o jq chis˙ m%kdka≥ .=re;=ud' ug 
m<uq jdr úNd.fha oS ,l=Kq fyd|gu wvq jqKd' 
b;ska ta ldf,a W;a;r m;% foudmshkag ;eme,a lr 
hjkjd' uu .syska chis˙ m%kdka≥ ir®g jekafo 
ke;s ál ú;rhs' §wfka ir® uf.a W;a;r m;% kï 
f.org hjkafkmd' ug kï tfyu Wfkd;a wdfh 
f.or hkak neye¶ lsh,d' fudlo wfma wïud y˙ 
ixfõoshs' weh l,n, fjhs lsh,d ux nh jqKd'

B<˘ mdr fyd`ogu ,l=Kq .kakï lsh,;a ux ir®g 
fmdfrdka≥ Wkd' Bg miafia ir® l,amkd lr,d 
lsõjd" §hika; ux Thdg we;a;gu wdofr® kï 
lrkak ´fk" ux fïl f.org ;eme,a lrk tl' 
ta;a Thd fndfydu olaI <ufhlafk' biafldaf,a 
ndysr jev;a f.dvla lrkjfk' wd Thd YsIH 
kdhlfhlafka' fyd|hs tfykï ux fï ál ;eme,a 
lrk j.lSu Thdg fokakï¶ lsh, lsõjd' b;ska 
b;=re ál ys;d.kak mqΩjkafka ^iskdfiñka&'

mdi,a ldf,a ;j wu;l fkdjk 
w;aoelSï tfyu we;s fkao@

wfmdhs Tõ' 1980 uq,a ldf, rch u.ska mdi,a 
orejkag fm<fmd;a fkdñf,a fokak ;SrKhla 
wrf.k ta i|yd mdi,a j, W;aij mj;ajkak 

kshu lr, ;snqK' b;ska úúO mdi,a j, 
W;aij ixúOdkh lr, tajdfha 
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m%Odk wdrdê; wuq;a;d f,i wOHdmk weu;s;=ud" 
wOHdmk ksfhdacH weu;s;=ud" wud;HxY 
f,alï;=ud jf.a wh f.kakqjd' yenehs wfma 
tjlg ú≥y,am;s;=ud jqKq lr®k,a „'ví' rdcmlaI 
ue;s;=ud ;SrKh l<d mdi,a YsIHfhlau wdkkafo 
W;aijfha m%Odk wdrê;hd lrkak' ffofjdam.; 
úosyg t;=ud ta i|yd f;dar.;af;a udj' yenehs 
ú≥y,am;s;=ud ug lsõjd §;d;a;g lsh,d fyd| 
l;djla iqodkï lrf.k tkak¶ lsh,' uu b;ska 
ta W;aijfha m%Odk wdrdê;hd yeáhg iyNd.s 
jqKd' ta wjia:dj isysfjoaos ug wo;a buy;a 
f.!rjhla oefkkjd ú≥y,am;s;=udf. fhdaO ≥r 
oelau .ek' wOHdmkh YsIH flakaøSh úh hq;=hs 
lshk tl t;=ud weoyqjd' miqod isxy, bx.%Sis 
cd;sl mqj;am;a ish,a,lu mdfya m, jqfka wfkla 
W;aij .ek fkdfjhs' wdkkafo mj;ajmq fï 
iqúfYaIS W;aijh .ek '

Tn PdhdrEmlrKhg;a m%sh;djhla 
olajkjd ux ys;kafka''' 

ieneúkau' mdi,a ldf, b|,u' ug fï fj,dfõ tl 
isoaêhl=;a u;la fjkjd' Th 1977 újD; wdr®œlh 
y∫kajd oS," fm!oa.,sl nia r: h,s m%jdykh 
i|yd iqodkïj bkak wjia:djl msgráka nia 
f.kajk ;=re uy u˘ Odjkh lrmq wΩ;a jeähd 
l< merKs mqoa.,sl nia r:hl welai,a tl leä,d 
mdfr .uka lrmq iysrd ú≥yf,a orefjl=hs Tyqf.a 
mshdjhs hglrf.k wdkkafo biairy ;dmafma 
lvdf.k .syska ;snqK' jdikdjlg wr msh mq;= 
fofok urKfhka fìß˙,d ;snqK;a oreKq f,i 
;=jd, fj,d ;snqK' tod uu mdif,a iji mej;s 
ndysr jevlg ;d;a;dg wh;a leurdjla f.k;a 
;snqK biafldaf,g' uu ≥j,d .sys,a,d f,âîgr® 
f.dvke.s,af,a ;=kajk uyf,a b|,d fï ̇ h wk;=r 
PdhdrEm .;l<d' Wv b|,d n,oaos fyd|g fmakjd' 
uu Th PdhdrEm .ksoaoS tla;rd .=re msfhla 
weú,a, ug lsõjd §mq;d Th Photo .;a;g uos' ́ j 

m;a;rj,g tfyu fokafkdak m,lrkak¶ lsh,d' 
b;ska uu m<uq j;djg w¨;alfâ lkao ;rKh 
lr, ˆoji˜ mqj;am;a ldr®hd,h fydhdf.k wdj 
leurdj;a wrf.k' b;ska ms<s.ekSfï ks,Od˙ksh 
udj fhduq l<d udOHfõosfhl=g' Tyq leurdj wrka  
we;=,g .syska wdmiq f.k;a ≥kakd' myqjod ˆoji˜ 
isxy, m;a;fr;a 'Sun' lshk bx.%Sis m;a;fr;a ud 
.;a; PdhdrEm m, jqKd' Pictured by Yasantha 
Kodagoda lsh,;a od,d ;snqKd' ug y˙ i;=gqhs' 
miafia m;a;r ldr®hd,fhka wdkkafog ≥rl:k 
weu;=ula oS,d lsh,d ;snqK os.gu PdhdrEm wrka 
tjkak ta wh m,lrkakï lsh,' ug f.ùul=;a 
lr, ta f.d,a,kaf. PdhdrEm wxYhg udj 
iïnkaO lrka wkd.f;a /lshdjl=;a fokakï 
lsh, lsõjd' wfka b;ska ta wxYfhka tÉpr ≥rla 
kï hkak ne˙ jqKd ug'

wdkkafoÈ Tnf.a pß;hg úi,a 
n,mEula l< .=rejre tfyu bkak we;s 
ux ys;kafk'''

Tõ' úfYaIfhkau mqckSh osúhd.y hiiais 
yduq≥refjd wújdofhkau ta wh w;r bos˙fhkau 
bkakjd' Wkajykafia ,nd ≥kak Wmfoia wkqYdikd 
ish,a,u wfma cSú; t<sh lrkak fndfyda 
ufydamld¯ WKd' mqckSh ynrlv bkaor;k 
kdysñmdKka wmg ñ;%fhla f,iska iómj u. 
fmkakqj'

wfma ú≥y,am;s fY%aIaG wdos wdkkoSh fikam;s „'ví' 
rdcmlaI ue;s;=ud jf.au lS%vd m˙md,l fukau 
iqúfYaIs l%slÜ yd YsIHNg Ndr wdpdr®h jrfhl= 
jqKq ,hk,a fukaäia .=remshdKka ljodj;a wu;l 
lrkak kï neye' t;=uka,df.a l:d ú,dih jf.au 
m%;dmj;a ixjr yeisÍ¯ï ú,dY wkqlrKh lrkak 
wms ta ldf,a fm<ô,d ysáhd'

wdkkaofha m%Odk;u il%sh ixúOdkh jqKq fn!oaO 
ix.ufha iNdm;s jrhd f,i;a" fcHIaG YsIH 
úOdhlhl= f,i iqf,days; ix.%duh ixúOdkh 

lrk lñgqfõ (Tent committee) m%Odkshd f,i;a 
uyck iïnkaO;dj ms<sn| fmryqrejla ,nkak 
yelsjqfka uu by;ska  i|yka l< .=re foújrekaf.a 
;snqKq W;a;u .=Kdx. ksid'

1983 os wdkkaofhka msgfjk fldg rg cd;sh 
wd.ug f.!rj lrk yd tys wdrlaIdj fjkqfjka 
´kEu lemùula ls̄ fï mrudNs,dYfhka hq;=j isá 
ug hqla;sh mis|,Sfï l%shdj,shg odhl;ajh fokak 
lsishï Wkka≥jla we;sjqKd'

ta wkqjo kS;s wOHdmkh f;dard .;af;'''

we;af;kau Tõ' ta wkqj uu 1985 os kS;s úoHd,hg 
we;=,a fjkj' Y%S ,dxflah ckhdf.a nyq cd;sl yd 
nyq wd.ñl miqìu mokï lr.;a ckiudcfha 
nyqúO iajrEmh uekúka y∫kd.kak;a" kS;s 
úoHd,fha YsIH foaYmd,kfha l%shdorfhl= f,i 
iqΩ cd;slhskaf.a is;=ï me;=ï ms<sn|j f,dl= 
wjfndaOhla ,nd .ekqug;a ud yg yels jqKd' 
wdkkaofhka ,o idïm%odhsl wkkH;dj ;j 
≥rg;a mqΩ,a jqKd' udkj ixy;sh flfrysu ohdr®o 
.=Kfhka tys Wkak;sh Wfoid  lemùu fjkqfjka 
is;=ú,s fm< .eyqKd'

rgla f,i b†˙hg hdug kï ,xldfõ h:dr®:h 
wjfndaO lrf.k Bg wkq.; úh hq;= neõ jegyS 
.shd jf.au kS;s uq,Or®u j,go moku jq mqoa., 
ksoyi" iduldó iy„jkh" iduldój .egΩ 
úi|Su wdoS jQ ldrKd ms<sn|j ksrka;rfhka woyia 
.,dú;a uf.a Ñka;kh ;j ≥rg;a fmdfydi;a jqKd 
kS;s úoHd,fhaos'

kS;s úoHd,fha wOHdmkh yudr fldg 
jD;a;Sh lafIa;%hg md ;enqfj flfyduo@

Tõ uu uf.a wdOqksl ld,iSudj f.õfõ" tjlg 
kS;s lafIa;%fha m;dl fhdaOhska n∫ jQ ckdêm;s 
kS;s{ rx‚;a wfíiQ̇ h iy ckdêm;s kS;s{ „'t*a' 
fia;=ldj, uy;ajre hgf;a' ta jf.au bka wk;=rej 
1988 Tlaf;danr® 28 jkod fY%aIaGdêlrKfha 
kS;s{fhl= f,i osõreï oSfuka wk;=rej ckdêm;s 
kS;s{ î'fca' m%kdka≥ iy ckdêm;s kS;s{ wdr®' 
whs' Tfífialr hk lD;yia; fcHIaG kS;s{hka 
hgf;a lksIaG kS;s{fhl= f,i jD;a;sh cSú;h 
wdrïN l<d'

t;fldg kS;sm;s fomd¾;fïka;=fj 
fiajhg nef|kafka @ 

uf.a ujhs mshhs fokaku i;=gq jqKd" uu rdcH 
fiajhg ne|s, lghq;= lrkj olskak' ta wkqj 
1989 fmnrjd˙ udfi uu rcfha wêkS;s{jrfhl= 
f,i kS;sm;s fomdr®;fïka;=fõ wmrdO kS;ss 
wxYhg tla jqKd' ˆwmrdO hqla;sh˜ ms<sn| f,dl= 
Wkka≥jla yd wdYdjla ;snqKq uu tjeks ixlSr®K 
kvq lghq;= fufyh ùfuka yd fmd,Sish jeks 
wdh;k j,g ffk;sl Wmfoia ,ndoSfuka úYd, 
jD;a;Sh ;Dma;su;a njla úkaod' jir 30 la uu tys  
fiajh l<d'
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Th w;r;=r 1999 os rcfha fcHIaG 
wêkS;s{jrfhl= njg;a" 2005 os ksfhdacH 
fid,sisgr® fckrd,a ;k;=rg;a" 2013 ˆfcHIaG 
ksfhdacH fid,sisgr® fckrd,a˜ ;k;=rg;a 2015 
ˆw;sfr®l fid,sisgr® fckrd,a˜ ;k;=rg;a Wiiaùï 
,enqjd jf.au tu jifr®oSu ckdêm;s kS;s{hl= 
f,i;a osõreï ≥kakd'

kS;sm;s fomd¾;fïka;=fõ È¾> 
fiajhlska wk;=rej Tn wêlrK 
fiajhg tla jqfka fldfyduo@

tal fkdis;= wjia:djl .;a fkdis;+ mshjrla' 
tjlg ckdêm;sjrhd iy wdKavql%u jHjia:d 
iNdfõ wkque;sh ,nñka wNshdpkdêlrKfha 
iNdm;s úksiqrejrhd f,i ta wkqj 2019 jifr® 
ud m;aúï ,enqjd' ta jf.au udi 10 la jeks flá 
ld,hla ;=, .re m%ikak chjr®Ok úksiqre 
;=ukaf.a wejEfuka mqrmamdvq jq fY%aIaGdêlrKfha 
úksiqre Oqrhg;a m;aùug ud yg Nd.H Wod 
fjkjd'

kS;sm;s fomd¾;fïka;=fõ ks,Odßfhl= 
f,i .; l< Èúh;a" úksiqre Èúh;a 
w;r Tn olsk Tng oefkk fjkialï 
fldhs jf.ao@

we;a;gu jir 30la mqrd wmrdO kvq fufyhjñka 
b;d il%Shj ldr®hY+rj lghq;= l<d' tysoS Y¯rfha 
bkaishq,Ska Y%djh jeäfjk oE ks;r is≥ fjkjd' 
tys fmdä i„ù kdgHuh iajrEmhla ;shkj' 
idudkHfhka ta ld,h;a tlal ixixokh lroaoS 
úksiqre osúfha fmdä tla;eka jqk mdΩ iajNdjhla 
oefkkjd' kuq;a b;ska jhiska uqyql=rd f.dia 
m˙k; fj,d „ú;fha ie|E iuhg <x fjkfldg 
;rul ;eïm;a njl=;a wjYHhsfk' ta ksid ux 
fï fjki i;=gla lr .;a;d' ta ú;rla fkdfjhs 
Wm˙udêlrK úksiqre ;SrK yd u;hka yryd 
kS;sh m%;sksr®udKh ùula yd fmdaIKh ùula 
fndfyda úg is≥jk ksid th;a uu fuysoS Okd;aul 
,laIKhla f,i l,amkd lrkjd'

tod fuod ;=r cd;Hka;rh ;=, rg 
ksfhdackh lrkak;a Tng wjia:dj 
,enqKd''' 

Tõ 1999 isg 2006 olajd;a 2009 isg 2011 
olajd;a ‚kSjd ys udkj ysñlï fldñiu iy udkj 
ysñlï ljqkai,h ;=, Y%S ,xld ksfhda‚;fhl= 

f,i os.= l,la lghq;= lrkak ,enqKd' tysoS 
udkj ysñlï W,a,x>kh" LTTE ixúOdkfha 
ñf,aÉc ;%ia;jdoS l%shdldrlï ms<sn|j fukau 
kS;sh l%shd;aul ls¯u" wmrdO hqla;sh iïnkaOj 
jf.au yuqoduh m%;spdr iïnkaOj;a ueosy;aj 
lreKq f.kyer olajkak yelsjqKd' rfÜ m%;srEmh 
cd;Hka;rh bos˙fha wdrlaId lrf.k hqoaOh 
ms<sn| we;a; h:dr®:h f,djg ú.%y lrkakg 
rgg wysñ jq fY%aIaG rdcH;dka;%slfhl= jq ,laIauka 
losr.dur® ue;s;=ud iuÛ o  ;srh msgqmi iqúi,a 
ldr®h Ndrhla ls¯ug ud yg yels jqKd'

ta jf.au Y%S ,xldj yd ngysr rgj,a iu˘ 
idlÉcdj, ueosy;a lrejl= fjñka úfYaIfhkau  
GSP+ wdr®œl m%;s,dN h,s ,nd .eksfï lghq;a;g 
odhl jkakg;a tlai;a cd;Skaf.a wdrlaIl 
ljqkais,h ksfhdackh lrkakg;a wjia:dj Wod 
jqKd'

tmuKla fkdfõ' weu˙ld tlai;a ckmoh" tlai;a 
rdcOdksh" ´iafÜ%,shdj wdoS úúO rgj, nqoaê 
wxY iu˘ idlÉcdjka j,oS o" ldr®h idOl 
yuqodjkaj, w;aoelSï fnod yod .ksñka LTTE 
n,h uev,Su i|yd f,dl= n,mEula cd;Hka;rh 
fj;ska ,nd .ekSug;a odhl fjkak yelshdj 
,enqKd' tal rg fjkqfjka hula lrkakg yelsjqK 
uyd wjia:djla'

Tfí ksrjq,a jpk Ndú;h" wdl¾YkSh 
l:k l,dj yd isxy, bx.%Sis NdId 
oajfhau pd;+¾h fldfyduo ,enqfK''' 

ienúkau uf. mshdf.a wdNdihu ;uhs thg 
fya;=j kï' ta jf.au uu ikaksfõokh .ek;a 
fndfydu Wkka≥hs' fyd| ikaksfõolhskag 
´kElñka weyqïlka fokj' md,s; fmfr®rd" tÉ'tï' 
.=Kfialr jf.a wh ta w;ßka úfYaIhs' ,laIauka 
losr.dur® ue;s;=ud;a ud fnfyúka m%shlrk 
cd;Hka;r uÜgfï olaI lœlfhla'

Tn W.;a wdkkaofha m%Odk;u W;aijh 
jQ ;Hd. m%odfkda;aijfha m%Odk wdrê; 
wuq;a;d ùu fudkjf.a w;aoelSula 
jqKdo Tng @

ienúkau tal ug buy;a wNsudkkSh u;l 
isysjgkhla jf.au ñys˙ w;S; wdjr®ckhla 
jqKd' tA 2018 jifros' ´kEu mdi,l ´kEu wdos 
isiqfjl=g tjka wjia:djla w;sYh iqúfYaIhs 

lsh,hs ug ysf;kafk' uf.a mdi,a „ú;fha 5 jir 
nqoaO Or®uh úIh ;Hd.h ,nkakg tla j;djla 
muKlau ;Hd. m%odfkda;aijhl ;Hd. ,dNsfhl= 
jQ ud yg „ú;fha fujka ≥rla wd miq m%Odk 
wdrdê;hd f,i h,s le|jqula ,eîuu ud ys;kafka 
wmqr®j wjia:djla'

Tn;=udf.a mjq,a ðú;h .ek;a wms 
leu;shs oek.kak'''

Tõ uf.a wdorKSh ì˙| ug yuqjqfka 
1993 os kS;s úoHd,fhaoS' weh kñka Ysfrdañ  
fldaodf.dv' oekg fldldflda,d fnjfr®cia  
iud.fï kS;s wOHlaIsldj f,i lghq;= lrkjd' 
wmg ≥j,d fokafkla bkakjd' f,dl= ≥j ;drld' 
weh 2018 jifr® kS;s{j˙hla f,i osõreï ≥kakd' 
fmdä ≥j hidrd weh kS;sfõoS Wmdêh iu;a fj,d 
oekg kS;s úoHd,fha wjika úNd.hg iqodkï 
fjkjd'

wjika jYfhka j;auka wk| 
fidfydhqrkag fokak ;shk wjjdoh 
l=ulao lsõfjd;a'''

hï flfkl=g wdkkaohg hkakg ,enqK kï fyda 
;u orejka hjkak ,enqKd kï" tal ;ud „ú;fha 
,nk f,dl=u jdikdj' foudmshka orejkaj mdi,a 
heùfï m%Odk wruqK úIhdkqnoao oekqu ,nd 
.ekSu' ta i|yd uq,a;ek foñka ta mrudr®:h bIaG 
lr.ksñka úIh ndysr l%shdldrlï ta lshkafk 
l%Svd iy iñ;s iud.ï lghq;= bf.kSug ndOdjla 
fkdfjkak lrkak yd lrjkak olaI fjkak ´fk' 
tfia ke;sj wdkkaohg weú;a jevla keye'

iudchg m%fõY ùug fmr cd;Hka;rh osksh yels 
ikaksfõok udOHh jk bx.%Sis NdIdj uekúka 
Ndú; lrkak ,nd.kakd jQ m˙ph bos˙ .ukg 
uy;a fia M,odhS jk nj;a u;l ;nd .; hq;=hs'

b;ska wdkkao fijfka bf.k f.k rg cd;sh 
wd.u yd uõ NdIdjg wdorh lrk" .re lrk" 
ksy;udkS" jeo.;a" m%;sm;a;s.rel" iDcq fukau 
Wmka ìug Kh ke;s M,odhS mqrjeisfhl= ùug 
wêIaGdk lr .kak'ta fjkqfjka lemfjkak' tal 
;ud uf.a wdorKSh wjjdoh'

igyk"
wd† wdkka°h
kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l

hï flfkl=g wdkkaohg hkakg ,enqK kï fyda ;u orejka hjkak ,enqKd kï" tal ;ud „ú;fha ,nk f,dl=u 
jdikdj' foudmshka orejkaj mdi,a heùfï m%Odk wruqK úIhdkqnoao oekqu ,nd .ekSu' ta i|yd uq,a;ek foñka 
ta mrudr®:h bIaG lr.ksñka úIh ndysr l%shdldrlï ta lshkafk l%Svd iy iñ;s iud.ï lghq;= bf.kSug 
ndOdjla fkdfjkak lrkak yd lrjkak olaI fjkak ´fk' tfia ke;sj wdkkaohg weú;a jevla keye'
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Down the memory lane of great speeches…
The Olcott Oration 2020 has been organized to be held on 28th of November as a virtual event 
in view of the present pandemic situation prevailing in the country. The Orator this year will 
be Dr. Anil Jasinghe (Secretary Ministry of Environment and former DG-Health Services) who 
will be delivering the Oration on "Sri Lanka's retaliation to a global pandemic - COVID 19 ; 
Strategic Perspective"

It is with great respect and honor that the 
present community and the alumni of Ananda 
college celebrate the founders of this historical 
national educational institute which celebrates 
134 years of existence. 

Olcott Oration has been a flagship annual 
event in this connection which attracts the 
interest and devotion of both present and old 
Anandians all around. In the early 1980s this 
event lost its luster and only a handful of Old 
Anandians attended. In 1995 the Oration was 

revived by moving the venue to a committee 
room at the BMICH with Prof.Sudharshan 
Seneviratne as the Orator. From that year 
onwards the oration attached many hundreds 
and it was brought back to the Kularathne Hall 
after it was refurbished and upgraded in 2006.

The Olcott Oration 2020 has been organized 
to be held on 28th of November as a virtual 
event in view of the present pandemic 
situation prevailing in the country. The Orator 
this year will be Dr. Anil Jasinghe (Secretary 

Ministry of Environment and former DG-Health 
Services) who will be delivering the Oration on 
"Sri Lanka's retaliation to a global pandemic - 
COVID 19 ; Strategic Perspective"

We felt that is is worth noting at this point, 
the illustrious & prominent Old Anandians 
who made history by making the oration 
in the recent past for the benefit of the 
current community & also to recognize their 
contribution once more.

A N A N D A Y A

wdkkaoh
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2001
Prof.Sudharshana  
Senevirathna

2012
Mr. Deepal Sooriyaarachchi

2006
Professor Buddhi Marambe

Senior Professor - Faculty 
of Agriculture, University of 
Peradeniya

2009
Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa

Security, reconciliation and 
development:

2004
Mr. Deva Rodrigo

Chairman, Ceylon Chamber 
of Commerce

2013
Dr. Sunil Wimalawansa

2007
Professor L.S.Rohana 
Wijewardena

2010
Mr. Rivinatha Ariyasinghe

Ambassador of Sri Lanka to 
Belgium, Luxembourg and 
the European Union

2005
Professor Nimal Rajapakse

Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering University of 
British Columbia, Canada

2014
Mr. Sanjiva Senanayake

2008
Professor Ravindra Fernando

Senior Professor of Forensic 
Medicine and Toxicology, 
University of Colombo, and 
the Founder Head of the 
National Poisons Information

2011
Professor Chandana 
Wirasinghe
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2015
Mr. Y J W Wijayatilake 

Attorney General

2018
Lieutenant General Mahesh 
Senanayake

Commander of Sri Lanka 
Army

2016
Professor Rohan Attele

Professor of Mathematics 
and Chairman Department of 
Mathematics and Computer 
Science Chicago State 
University Chicago, USA

2019
Mr. Maithri Panagoda

2017
Dr. Nandalal Weerasinghe

Senior Deputy Governor 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka

MOST POPULAR
SCHOOLBOY

CRICKETER

OF THE YEAR 

Anuda Jayaweera
of Ananda College

The 2020 
OBSERVER 
MOBITEL

Compiled by Old Anandian
Samitha Seneviratne
Vice President - ACOBA

oSma;su;a wdos wdkkaoSh Oïñl .fKafmd, 
uy;d miq.sh od .re ckdêm;s;=uka úiska 
wNshdpkdêlrK úksiqrejrfhl= f,i 
m;alr ;sfnkj'

jr®I 1974 isg 1982 olajd wk| uõ 
fijfka ismai;r yeoErE fu;=ud 1985 
jifr® oS Y%S ,xld kS;s úoHd,hg we;=Ω 
jQ w;r kS;s{hl= f,i osjqreï oSfuka 
wk;=rej jr®I 1989 isg 1997 olajd rcfha 
wê kS;s{jrfhl= f,i lghq;= lr 1997 
fmnrjd˙ ui 05 jk osk ufyaia;%d;ajrfhl= 
njg m;aj wêlrK fiajhg we;=Ω úh'

osjhsfka úúO m<d;aj, osid úksiqrejrfhl= 
f,i lghq;= l< fu;=ud 2002 Tlaf;daïnr® 
ui 05 jk osk uydêlrK úksiqrejrhl= 
f,i Wiia ùula ,nd fmdf,dkakrej" 
wkqrdOmqr" lE.,a, yd fld<U uydêlrK 
j, fiajh lf<ah' Ydia;%m;s Wmdêod˙fhl= o 
jk fu;=ud fï jkúg or®Ykm;s Wmdêhg 
iQodkï fjñka isà'

wêlrK fiajd ix.ufha 2012 jifr®oS 
iNdm;s;ajh oerE fu;=ud uydêlrK 
úksiqrejrekaf.a ix.ufha lñgq idudcslhl= 
f,i 2019 jifr®oS m;aúh'

wms t;=ukag wk| uõ irKska iqn 
wkd.;hla m%dr®:kd lruq'

jr®I 1966 isg 1980 olajd wdkkaofhka 
wOHdmkh ,enqjd jQo tjlg l%slÜ l%Svlfhl= 
yd YsIH úOdhlfhl= f,i oialï mEjdjQo 
úYsIag wdos wdkkaoSh m%ika; o is,ajd ue;s;=uka  
miq.shod wNshdpkdêlrK úksiqrejrfhl= 
f,i .re ckm;s;=uka úiska m;a lrk ,oS'

jr®I 1984 oS fld<U úYaj úoHd,fhka 
kS;sfõoS Wmdêh ,nd" 1988 jifr®oS 
fYa%IaGdêlrKfha úksiqrejrfhl= f,i 
osjqreï ≥ka fu;=ud" jdKscH kS;s wxYfhka 
Ydia;%m;s Wmdêh 2004 jifr®oS ysñlr.kq 
,nkj'

jr®I 1995 wf.daia;= ui 01 osk wêlrK 
fiajhg we;=<;aj osjhsfka úúO m%foaY 
.Kkdjl ufyaia;%d;ajrfhl= yd osid 
úksiqrejrfhl= f,i lghq;= ls̄ fuka 
wk;=rej 2010 wf.daia;= ui 15 jk osk 
yïnkaf;dg uydêlrK úksiqrejrhd f,i 
f;ā  m;aj bkslaì;sj ud;r" r;akmqr" 
l=reKE.," .ïmy yd ó.uqj isú,a wNshdpk 
uydêlrK úksiqrejrfhl= f,i lghq;= 
lrkq ,nkj' Bg wu;rj fld<U jdKscH 
uydêlrKfha o úksiqre OQrh ork Tyq" 
úksiqrejrekaf.a wdh;kfha ksfhdacH 
wOHlaIljrhd f,io lghq;= lrkakg 
fh≥Kd'  

wms t;=ukag wk| uõ irKska iqn 
wkd.;hla m%dr®:kd lruq'
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±hg osßh oS - rg f.dv ke.=u i|yd
YS% ,xld md¾,sfïka;=jg wNskjfhka f;aÍ m;a jQ wk| mq;=ka

uydpd¾h ;siai ú;drK ue;s;=ud

j;auka mdr®,sfïka;=j ksfhdackh lrk fcHIaG;u wdos 

wdkkaoshd fu;=uka jk w;r" jr®I 1934 wf.daia;= 

30 jk osk kqjrt<sfha oS Wmka ;siai ú;drK uy;d 

uykqjr ;s%;aj úoHd,fhka iy fld<U wdkkao 

úoHd,fhka wOHdmkh yodrd bka wk;=rej fld<U úYaj 

úoHd,fhka jr®I 1959 oS ffjoH Wmdêh ,nd 1967 olajd 

rcfha ffjoH ks,Od˙hl= f,i lghq;= lf<ah' 1963$64 

jir j, fld<U cd;sl frdayf,a fr‚iag%dr® jrhd o úh' 

jr®I 1971 oS ,kavka úYaj úoHd,fhka ksjr®;k ffjoH 

úoHdj ms<sn| wdpdr®h Wmdêh ,;a fu;=ud jr®I 1972 oS 

fld<U ffjoH mr®fhaIK wdh;khg ne∫Kq w;r jr®I 

1983 isg 1994 olajd tys wOHCIl f,i lghq;= lf<ah'

jr®I 1994 úY%du .ekSfuka miqj 1995-2000 olajd 

YS% chjr®Okmqr úYaj úoHd,fha CIqø„j úoHdj ms<sn| 

uydpdr®hjrhl= jQ w;r 1994 isg 2001 olajd úoHd 

yd ;dCIK wud;HdxYfha WmfoaYlhl= f,i o lghq;= 

lrkakg fh≥Ks' jr®I 1974 mgka ,xld iuiudc 

mCIh yd tlaj ls%hdld¯ foaYmd,kfha ksr; jQ w;r" 

jr®I 2004 oS msysg jQ tlai;a ck;d ksoyia ikaOdk 

rcfha cd;sl ,ehsia;= uka;S%jrhl= f,i mdr®,sfïka;=jg 

msúis fu;=ud úoHd yd ;dCIK wud;Hjrhd f,i f;ā  

m;aúh' bka wk;=rej 2010 isg 2015 olajd ;dCIK yd 

mr®fhaIK wud;H OQrh ±rE fu;=ud 2019 foieïnr® 04 

jk †k W;=re ueo m<df;a wdKavqldrjrhd f,i m;a 

jQ w;r 2020 wf.daia;= uy ue;sjrKfhka wk;=rej 

msysg jQ kj rcfha cd;sl ,ehsia;= uka;S%jrhl= f,i 

mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;ā  m;aúh' 

,xldfõ bmerKsu foaYmd,k mCIh jk ,xld iuiudc 

mCIfha j;auka kdhlhdo jk fu;=ud 2017 jifr® oS 

ˆúoHd fcda;s̃  f.!rj kdufhkao ms≥ï ,;a fYa%IaG wd† 

wdkkaoSfhls'

bñ;shdia ndls¾ udl¾ ue;s;=ud 

jr®I 1953 wf.daia;= ui 08 jk osk fírej, oS Wm; 

,;a fu;=ud YS% ,xld mdr®,sfïka;=fõ .re l:dkdhljrhd 

f,i 1978 isg 1983 olajd lghq;= l<d jQ o 1988 isg 

1993 olajd ol=Kq m<d;a wdKavqldrjrhd jQ o lSr®;sOr 

foaYmd,k{hl= jQ tï'ta' ndlSr® udlr® ue;s;=udf.a 

mq;Kqjka úh' l¨;r is˙l=rei ú≥yf,ka iy .ïfmd, 

iysrd ú≥yf,ka uQ,sl wOHdmkh ,nd wdkkaohg wl=re 

lrkakg meñKs Tyq fkajdisld.drfha kej;S isá w;r 

úoHd,fha isxy, újdo lKavdhfï kdhlhd fjñka o 

fydlS lKavdhfï kdhlhd fjñka o oialï m%or®Ykh 

lrkakg úh' 

isxy,-bx.S%is-oñ< hk NdId ;%hu tl f,i p;=r 

wkaoñka yiqrejkakg iu;a fu;=ud le,Ksh úYaj 

úoHd,hg we;=<;aj ckikaksfõokh ms<sn| Ydia;%fõoS 

Wmdêh oskd.;af;ah' bkslaì;sj YS% ,xld kS;s úoHd,hg 

we;=<;aj wOHdmk lghq;= wjik jr®I 1981 oS 

fYa%IaGdêlrKfha kS;S{hl= f,i osõreï fok ,os' 

jr®I 1981 oS lΩ;r osia;s%la ixjr®Ok iNdfõ Wm 

iNdm;s OQrhg m;aj ls%hdld¯ foaYmd,khg msúis 

fu;=ud 1989 mej;s mdr®,sfïka;= ue;sjrKhg tlai;a 

cd;sl mCIfhka b†˙m;aj fírej, wiqk chf.k 

mdr®,sfïka;=jg msúis w;r 1989-1993 olajd ksjdi 

rdcH wud;H OQrh oe¯h' 2001 isg 2004 olajd jQ 

tlai;a cd;sl fmruqKq rcfha ;eme,a" ckudOH yd ú≥,s 

ixfoaY wud;Hjrhd f,i lghq;= l< fu;=ud 2020 

jifr® oS foaYmd,k osúfha os.= ksyeçhdjlg iuqfoñka 

iu.s ck n,fõ.fha cd;sl ,ehsia;= uka;S% jrhl= f,i 

kej; jrla mdr®,sfïka;=jg msúisfhah'

v,ia w,ymafmreu ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1959 uehs ui 14 jk osk ud;r oslaje,af,a 

oS Wmka fu;=udf.a uõmshka jQfha ú≥y,am;sjreka 

fom<la jQ lfrda,sia w,ymafmreu ue;s;=ud iy weis,ska 

w,ymafmreu uy;añhhs' ud;r ir®fõIia ú≥yf,ka 

uQ,sl wOHdmkh ,nd fld<U wdkkao ú≥yf,ka 

oaú;shsl wOHdmkh ,;a fu;=ud mqj;am;a l,dfõ†hl= 

f,i;a l,la lghq;= l< w;r f,dajd úYaj úoHd,fha 

foaYmd,k úoHdj ms<sn| Wmdêhla o yeoE¯h' jr®I 

1994 oS YS% ,xld ksoyia mCIh ksfhdackh lrñka m<uq 

jrg YS% ,xldfõ 10 jk mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;a jQ 

fu;=ud" 11 jk 13" 14" 15 jk iy jr®;udkfha mj;sk 

16 jk mdr®,sfïka;=jg o f;a¯ m;aùug Nd.Hjka; 

jQ w;r wOHdmk" fh!jk lghq;=" lS%vd" ixialD;sl" 

ksmqK;d ixjr®Ok wdoS leìkÜ wud;HOQr .Kkdjla 

oerE fu;=ud jr®;udkfha ú≥,sn, wud;Hjrhd f,i 

lghq;= lrhs' oCI ls%lÜ lS%vlhl= fukau lD;yia: 

f,aLlhl= yd jHla; lœlhl= o jk fu;=ud wOHdmk 

weu;s OQrh oerE flá ld,h ;=, wdkkaoha ˆi;auy,˜ 

mdi,a f.dvke.s,af,a jev ksujd isiq whs;shg mej¯u 

iïnkaOfhka fndfyda lem ù ls%hd ls¯ug fh≥Kq úYsIag   

wdos wdkkaoSfhls'

ffjoH rdð; fiakdr;ak ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1950 uehs ui 29 jk od Wmka fu;=udf.a 

foudmshka jQfha ffjoH tka'tÉ'ã'ta' fiakdr;ak 

ue;s;=ud iy ã'ví'î' fiakdr;ak ue;sKshhs' fld<U 

kd,kao ú≥yf,ka yd wdkkaofhka ismai;r yodrd 

fmardfoKsh úYaj úoHd,hg 1971 jifr® we;=<;aj 

1974 oS oka; ffjoHjrhl= njg m;aúh' úYaj 

úoHd, iufha YS% ,xld ksoyia mlaI YsIH jHdmdrfha 

iNdm;S;ajh ±¯h' jr®I 1975 isg 1989 olajd ld,h 

;=< rcfha oka; ffjoHjrekaf.a ix.ufha uy f,alï 

OQrh ork iufha oS jdudxYsl foaYmd,khg keUqrej 

fca'wdr®' chjr®Ok rcfha m%;sm;a;s j,g tfrysj y~ 

A N A N D A Y A
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"Individual commitment to a group effort that is what  
makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a 
civilization work."
Vince Lombardi
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ke.+ fu;=ud osjx.; ckldka; rx.k Ys,amshl= fukau 

udkj ys;jdoS foaYmd,k{hl= jQ úch l=udrK;=x.hka 

úiska 1980 oYlfha uq,a Nd.fha werUQ YS% ,xld uyck 

mCIfha ls%hdOrhl= úh' bkamiq YS% ,xldfõ fldñhqksiaÜ 

mCIh" ,xld iuiudc mlaIh yd kj iuiudc mlaIh 

yd tlaj ìys l< tlai;a iudcjdoS fmruqK ksfhdackh 

lrñka 1988 oS niakdysr m<d;a iNdjg m%:u jrg 

f;a¯ m;a jQ fu;=ud" 1989 uy ue;sjrKfhka mrdchg 

m;a jQj o pkaøsld nKavdrkdhl l=udr;=x. ue;sKsh 

yd tlaj ˆnyqck ksoyia fmruqK˜ wrUd tys uyf,alï 

jrhd njg m;aúh' bka wk;=rej 1994 jifr® 

tjlg ckdêm;s ã'î' úfca;=x. uy;df.a werhqfuka 

tlai;a cd;sl mlaIh yd tlaj cd;sl ,ehsia;=fjka 

mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;a úh' tod mgka wo olajd 

wLKavj mdr®,sfïka;=j ksfhdackh lrk Tyq bvï 

wud;HOQrh" ëjr wud;H OQrh" bosls¯ï yd bx‚fkare 

fiajd wud;H OQrh" fukau fiLH fmdaIK yd foaYSh 

ffjoH wud;H OQrh o oerE w;r jr®;udkfha iu.s 

ck n,fõ.fha l¨;r osia;s%la uka;S%jrhl= f,i lghq;= 

lrhs' 2011 oS Ydka; mSgr®ianr®.a uQ,sl cd;Hka;r 

wOHdmk wdh;kh fj;ska f.!rj wdpdr®h Wmdêfhka 

o mqo ,o fu;=ud f,dal fi!LH ixúOdkfha Wm iNdm;s 

OQrfhka o úfgl ms≥ï ,eîh'

    

rxð;a uoaÿu nKavdr ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1954 wf.daia;= ui 25 jk osk Wmka fu;=ud 

oSma;su;a wdos wdkkaoShl= jk w;r fudKrd., 

osia;s%lalh ksfhdackh lrñka foaYmd,kfha ksr;j 

tlai;a cd;sl mlaIfha fcHIaG WmiNdm;sjrfhla 

f,i o lghq;= lf<ah' 2018 jifr® oS rdcH m˙md,k" 

kS;sh yd iduh ms<sn| wud;Hjrhd f,i o m;a jQ 

fu;=ud tlai;a cd;sl mlaIfhka iuqf.k 2020 jifr® 

msysg jQ iu.s ck n,fõ.fha uyf,alï OQrfha j.lSï 

lrg f.k ls%hd l< w;r cd;sl ,ehsia;=fjka fujr 

mdr®,sfïka;= jrï oskd .kakd ,os'

ßh¾ woañrd,a wdpd¾h ir;a ùrfialr 

ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1951 Tlaf;danr® ui 29 jk osk Wm; ,o fu;=ud 

fld<U kd,kao ú≥yf,ka iy wdkkao ú≥yf,ka 

wOHdmkh ,o w;r wdkkaofha mdmka≥ lKavdhfï 

kdhlhd f,i o" fcHIaG YsIHNg LKavfha idud‚lhl= 

iy fcHIaG YsIH úOdhlhl= f,i o lghq;= lrkakg 

fh≥Ks' jr®I 1971  oS YS% ,xld kdúl yuqodjg ne£ 

1991 ol=Kq kdúl úOdkfha;a" 2000 oS W;=re kdúl 

úOdkfha;a wKfok ks,Od˙hd njg m;aj" kdúl 

iqNidOl yd m˙md,k wOHCIjrhd f,i o kdúl 

jHdmD;s yd ie<iqï wOHCIjrhd f,i o fiajh l< 

w;r 2004 oS YS% ,xld kdúl yuqod uQ,ia:dkfha 

fufyhqï wOHCIjrhd f,i;a 2005 jifr®oS kef.

kysr kdúl úOdkfha wd{dm;sjrhd f,i;a lghq;= 

lr 2006 jifr® oS isú,a wdrCIl n,ldh ksr®udKh 

fldg tys m%:u wKfok ks,Od˙hd njg m;aj 19000 

la jQ tjlg .%du wdrlaIl Nghska m%udKh 42000 

la olajd jr®Okh fldg udhsï .ïudk wdrlaIdjg 

uyÛ= fufyjrla bgq lrñka hqoaOh ch .ekSug buy;a 

odhl;ajhla imhk ,os' 

bka wk;=rej 2010 jifr® oS wïmdr osia;s%lalfhka 

;r˘fldg mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;a jQ fu;=ud 

lïlre ksfhdacH weu;sjrhd f,io lghq;= lrkakg 

fh≥ks' ‚kSjd ys fukau ,kavka ysoS o fldá ys;jdoS 

vhia fmdardfõ mokï úrys; hqO wmrdO fpdaokdjkag 

tfrysj tä;rj y~ k.d rg fjkqfjka wNS;j ;u 

jpk fufyhjQ ˙hr® woañrd,a wdpdr®h ir;a ùrfialr 

ue;s;=ud 2020 mdr®,sfïka;= ue;sjrKfhka fld<U 

osia;s%lalfhka jeäu ukdm yd ,xldfjkau fojk 

jeäu ukdm ,nd j;auka mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;aj 

m<d;a iNd yd m<d;a md,k rdcH wud;Hjrhd f,i 

m;a jQ w;r jr®;udkfha uyck wdrCIl leìkÜ 

wud;H OQrfha lghq;= lrhs' lúhl=" idys;HOrfhl= 

fukau ieoeyej;a fn!oaOhl= o jk fu;=ud ˆ.duKS˜ 

yd ˆY%S isoaOd˜ hk iïudkkSh Ñ;%mg wOHCIKh lrk 

,o w;r fn!oaO or®Ykh ms<sn| Ydia;%m;s Wmdêh o 

wdpdr®h Wmdêhla o ysñ lrf.k isà'

*S,aâ ud¾I,a ir;a f*dkafiald ue;s;=ud 

jr®I 1950 foieïnr® ui 18 jk osk wïn,kaf.dv 

oS Wm; ,o fu;=ud" wïn,xf.dv Or®udfYdal ú≥yf,a 

isg wdkkao ú≥y, fj; meñK 1969 jifr® fcHIaG 

YsIHNg LKavfha ierhka jrhd jQ w;r msyskqï yd 

fjdagr® fmdaf,da hk lS%vdjkays jr®K ,dNsfhl= úh' 

YsIH úOdhlhl= o úh' jr®I 1970 fmnrjd˙ ui 05 

fjksod YS% ,xld hqO yuqodfõ isxy fr‚fïka;=jg ne∫Kq 

fu;=ud rgj,a .Kkdjl wdrlaIl mdGud,djka yodrd 

we;s w;r 1993 oS lr®k,a" tu jifr®u foieïnr® ui  

ì%f.aähr® yd 1998 fmnrjd˙ ui fïcr® fckrd,a 

OQrhg o m;aj hqOìfï ùr úl%udkaú; ymkalï mdñka 

hdmkh we;=Ω igka ìï /l .ekSug wNS;j ≥ka 

kdhl;ajh w.hñka 2005 jifr® foieïnr® 06 jk 

†k hqO yuqodm;s OQrhg m;a lrk ,oS' bka wk;=rej 

30 jirla osla .eiqKq L.T.T.E. ;%ia;jdoh 2009 jifr® 

hqOuh jYfhka iyuq,skau mrdch fldg ,enQ uõìfï 

úch.%yKh fjkqfjka Wodr kdhl;ajhla iemhqfõ 

fldákaf.a urdf.k uefrk fndaïn m%ydrhlska ure 

;=re< iómhgu f.dia h<s osú .,jdf.k meñfKñks' 

2009 cQ,s 16 jk osk fckrd,a ;k;=rg Wiia fldg 

mQr®K n,e;s wdrCIl udKav,sl m%OdkS ;k;=rg m;a 

l< o 2009 fkdjeïnr® 16 jeks osk 39 jirl yuqod 

fiajfhka iuqf.k 2010 ckjd˙ 26 jk osk mej;s 

ckdêm;sjrKhg fmd≥ wfmalaIlhd f,i yxihd 

,l=Kska b†˙m;aj 47] l Pkao m%;sY;hla ,nd.kakd 

,†'

m%cd;ka;%jdoS tlai;a ikaOdkfha kdhlhd f,i 2010 uy 

ue;sjrKhg boṡ m;aj ukdm 98000 la ,nd fld<ôka 

mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;ā  m;aúh' 2015 oS foaYmd,k n, 

fmr<sfhka wk;=rej ˆ*S,aâ udr®I,ã  OQrhg o Wiia ùï 

,o t;=ud tu rcfha jk „ù yd .%dóh ixjr®Ok wud;H 

OQr ork ,os' 2020 wf.daia;= ui iu.s ck n,fõ.h 

ksfhdackh lrñka kej;;a .ïmy osia;s%lalfhka fujr 

mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;ā  m;a úh' 

m%ikak rK;=x. ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1967 ckjd˙ ui 01 jk osk Wm; ,o 

fu;=ud furfÜ fcHIaG foaYmd,k{hl= jQ 

wNdjm%dma; fr„ rK;=x. ue;s;=udf.a iy wdkkao 

ú≥yf,a wdpdr®hj˙hl f,i lghq;= l< kkaokS 

rK;=x. ue;sKshf.a mq;%fhls' jr®I 1996 oS  

YS% ,xldjg ls%lÜ f,dal l=i,dkh oskd≥ka wr®cqk 

rK;=x. iy Oïñl" ix„j" ksYdka; yd rejka wdoS 

fidhqrka iu. mdie,a iufha oCI f,i ls%lÜ lS%vdfõ 

ksr; jQ fu;=ud ish mshdf.a wämdfr® hñka miq lf,l 

foaYmd,khg wj;Sr®K jQ w;r os.= ld,hla uqΩ,af,a 

niakdysr m<d;a iNdj ksfhdackh lrñka ys| 2009 

jifr® uehs ui 4 jk osk niakdysr m<d;a iNdfõ 

8 jk uy weu;sjrhd f,i m;aúh' 2015 jifr® oS 

m<uq jrg mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;a jQ fu;=ud YS% ,xld 

fmd≥ck fmruqK ìyslr,Sug yd th ch.%yKh lrd 

fufyhùug wkqmfïh fufyjrla l< w;r 2020 

wf.daia;= ui .ïmy †ia;s%lalfha fojk ukdm m%udKh 

jQ 316544 la ,ndf.k 16 jk mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ 

m;aj" jr®;udkfha ixpdrl yd .=jkafiajd wud;Hjrhd 

f,i lghq;= lrkq ,nhs'
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árdka w,ia ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1960 cqks ui 03 od" Y%S ,xldfõ my< jQ 

w.%.kH wOHdmk{hl= jQ f.aÜfõ cd;Hka;r mdi,a 

cd,fha ksr®ud;D yd fld<U ã'tia' fiakdkdhl 

ú≥yf,a iudrïNl ú≥y,am;s wdr®'whs'à' w,ia uy;dg  

iy frdaysKS w,ia ue;sKshg odj fidfydhqrkau 

;sfofkl=f.ka hq;a mjqf,a jeäu,a orejd f,i Wm; ,o 

fu;=ud" fld<U rdclSh ú≥yf,ka uQ,sl wOHdmkh ,nd 

jr®I 1974 oS wdkkaohg we;=,;a jQ w;r jr®I 1976 oS 

bka msgj Wiia wOHdmkh i|yd tx.,ka;fha ,kavka 

kqjr ijq;a f.aÜ úoHd,hg  (South Gate College) 
we;=<;a úh' Wiia wOHdmkh yudr fldg jr®I 1980 

oS fmr<d osjhskg meñK Morris Roch "Pentons" 
"NEC wd" iud.ï j, fiajh ls¯fuka wk;=rej jr®I 

1988 oS ish m%:u jHdmdrh APOGEE hk kñka wdrïN 

l< w;r mqj;am;a lr®udka;hg m%fõY  fjñka 2011 

jifr® oS Ceylon News Papers wdh;kh ksr®udKh 

fldg ˆuõìu˜ yd ̂ Ceylon Today˜ hk mqj;am;a wdrïN 

lrkakg fh≥ks' fï w;r 2010 jifr® oS m%:u jrg 

mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;aj 2015 olajdu lghq;= l< 

fu;=ud" h<s;a 2020 jifr® oS  Y%S ,xld fmd≥ck fmruqK 

ksfhdackh lrñka cd;sl ,ehsia;=fjka mdr®,sfïka;=jg 

f;a¯ m;aúh'

idr;S ÿIauka; ñ;%md, ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1984 Tlaf;danr® ui Wm; ,enQ idr;S ≥Iauka; 

ñ;%md, ue;s;=ud wdkkao úoHd,fha oSma;su;a 

wdos YsIHfhls' t;=ud fcHIaG foaYmd,k{hl= jQ 

wNdjm%dma; tÉ'wdr®' ñ;%md, ue;s;=udf.a mq;%hdhs' 

mdi,a wOHdmkfhka miqj ,kAvka úYajúoHd,fha 

kS;sh ms<sn| Wmdêh ^LLB& ,nd .;a w;r" bkamiqj 

Y%S ,xld kS;s úoHd,hg we;=<;a ù fYa%IaGdêlrKfha 

kS;s{jrfhl= f,i osjqreï ≥kafkah' jhi wjqre≥ 23 

oS tjlg ,xldfõ <dnd,;u m<d;a iNd uka;%Sjrhd 

f,iska inr.uqj m<d;a iNdjg f;a¯ m;a fjñka 
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l%shdld¯ foaYmd,khg tlaúh' inr.uqj m<d;a 

iNdj fojrla ksfhdackh l< t;=ud tys ksfhdacH 

iNdm;sjrhd f,iska o lghq;= lf<ah' 2015 jr®Ifha oS 

w;aoelSï nyq, ;reKhl= f,i Y%S ,xld mdr®,sfïka;=jg 

f;a¯ m;aúh' ta tlai;a ck;d ksoyia ikaOdkh 

ksfhdackh lrñka lE.,a, osia;%slalfhkah' wêlrK yd  

nkaOkd.dr m%;sixialrK ksfhdacH wud;H Oqrh 

fukau nqoaO Ydik ksfhdacH wud;H Oqrfha o t;=uka 

lghq;= lf<ah' f.daGdNh rdcmlaI ckdêm;s;=ud hgf;a 

lE.,a, osia;%sla ixjr®Ok lñgqfõ iNdm;sjrhd f,i 

o t;=uka lghq;= lf<ah' miq.sh 2020 mdr®,sfïka;= 

ue;sjrKfha oS Y%S ,xld fmd≥ck fmruqK ksfhdackh 

lrñka kej; j;djla mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;a jQ 

w;r wdKavq mlaI uka;%S jrhl= f,i jr®;udkfha oS 

lghq;= lrkq ,nhs'  

fïc¾ m%oSma W÷f.dv ue;s;=ud

jr®I 1971 cQks ui 29 jk osk Wm; ,o fu;=ud 

wdkkao ú≥yf,a oSma;su;a wdos YsIHfhla jk w;r 

1990 jifr® oS Wiia fm< úNd.fhka iu;aj YS%u;a 

fcdaka fld;,dj, wdrCIl úYaj úoHd,fhka ish uQ,sl 

Wmdêh oskdf.k fudrgqj úYaj úoHd,fhka mYapd;a 

Wmdêhla o ,nd .kakd ,oS' YS% ,xld hqO yuqodfõ 

fïcr® jrhl= f,i lghq;= lrñka isg bka úY%du ,nd 

ls%hdld¯ foaYmd,khg msúi niakdysr m<d;a iNdj 

2009 isg 2019 olajd oijirla ksfhdackh fldg 

2020 mdr®,sfïka;= ue;sjrKfhka chf.k fld<U 

osia;s%lalfhka mdr®,sfïka;=jg f;a¯ m;a jQ w;r oekg 

Tyq fld<U osia;s%la ixjr®Ok lñgq iNdm;s OQrho 

orhs' tfukau u,hdishdkq cd;sl úYaj úoHd,fhka ish 

wdpdr®h Wmdêh o yodrñka isák W∫f.dv ue;s;=ud 

wdos wdkkaoSh 90 lKavdhfï o ls%hdYS,S idud‚lfhls'

wdpd¾h kd,l f.dvfyajd ue;s;=ud 

jr®I 1965 cQks ui 07 jk osk Wm; ,o fu;=ud 

wdkkaofhka ismai;r yodrd 1986 jifr® oS 

fudrgqj úYaj úoHd,fha bx‚fkare mSGhg we;=<;aj 

bf,lafg%dksl yd ú≥,s ixfoaY ms<sn| Wmdêh 

,nd.;a w;r YS% chjr®Okmqr úYaj úoHd,fhka 

jHdmdr l<ukdlrKh ms<sn| mYapd;a Wmdêh  

,nd.kakg fh≥Ks' ol=Kq ´iafÜ%,shdkq úYaj úoHd,fha 

wdr®œl úoHdj ms<sn| wdpdr®h Wmdêh ,;a Tyq 

tlai;a rdcOdksfha jr<;a .Kldêld¯jrfhla f,i 

iq≥iqlï ,nd jr<;a wf,úlrefjla f,io tys mQr®K 

idud‚l;ajh ,nd .kakd ,oS' tfukau ´iafÜ%,shdfõ 

iy;sl ,;a .Kldêld¯jrekaf.a wdh;kfha mQr®K 

idud‚l;ajh ,;a fu;=ud iq/l=ïm;a yd úksuh 

fldñifï iNdm;s" YS% ,xld rCIK ixia:dfõ iNdm;s" 

YS% ,xld ixpdrl ixjr®Ok wêld˙fha iNdm;s" YS% ,xld 

ixpdrl fydag,a l<ukdlrK wdh;kfha iNdm;s" 

fi,dka nexl=fõ wOHCI" YS% ,kalka .=jka fiajd flag˙ka 

wdh;kfha wOHCI" kd.˙l ixjr®Ok wêld˙fha 

wOHlaI" ,xld fydiamsg,a wdh;kfha wOHlaI" YS% 

,xld yia; lr®udka; m%jr®Ok uKav,fha wOHlaI wdoS 

úúO ;k;=re orñka m˙md,kfha yi, wjfndaOhla 

yd w;aoelSï iu. ls%hdld¯ foaYmd,khg msúis w;r 

ˆúh;au.˜ ixúOdkh yryd úoaj;a jD;a;slhska tlu 

fõ†ldjg le|jd YS% ,xldfõ u;= wkd.; m˙md,k 

fudähq,h ksr®udKh ls˙u i|yd w;s.re ckm;s 

f.daGdNh rdcmCI ue;s∫kag uyd iúhla fjñka 

lghq;= lf<ah' 2020 mdr®,sfïka;= ue;sjrKfhka 

.ïmy †ia;ss%lalfhka jdr®;d.; jeäu ukdm Pkao  

,nd.ksñka mdr®,sfïka;=jg msúis fu;=ud kd.˙l 

ixjr®Ok" fjr< ixrCIK yd wmøjH l<ukdlrK 

rdcH wud;Hjrhd f,i miq.shod jev Ndr.kakd ,oS'

wdpd¾h biqre fodvkaf.dv ue;s;=ud

ol=Kq m<d;a iNdfõ uy weu;sjrhl= fukau 

leìkÜ wud;H jrhl= o jQ wNdjm%dma; lSr®;sor  

foaYmd,k{hl=jQ wuris˙ fodvxf.dv uy;df.a 

mq;%hl= jQ wdpdr®h biqre fodvïf.dv wdkkao 

ú≥yf,a wOHdmkh ksu fldg .S%ka úÉ ^Green Wich& 
iriúfhka f;dr;=re ;dlaIKh ms<sn| Wmdêhla ,nd 

we;' tfukau ldä*a fufg%dfmd,sgkaÜ úYaj úoHd,fhka 

^Cardiff Metropolitan University& wdpdr®h Wmdêh o 

oskd we;s Tyq 2014 oS ls%hdld¯ foaYmd,khg msúis 

w;r 2014-2019 olajd ol=Kq m<d;a iNdfõ tlai;a 

ck;d ksoyia ikaOdk uka;S%jrfhla úh' bka wk;=rej 

YS% ,xld fmd≥ck fmruqK ksfhdackh lrñka 2020 

jifr® oS m<uq jrg .d,a, osia;s%lalfhka mdr®,sfïka;=jg 

meñKSug Nd.Hjka; úh'

YS% ,xld md¾,sfïka;=jg wNskjfhka 

f;aÍ m;a jQ wk| mq;=ka'''

igyk"
wd† wdkka°h
kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l



27

Affiliated Group
Activities

75 – 80 GROUP 

Our group the Old Anandians 75 – 80 Group 
is one of the most active groups in the school. 
Boasting of an active membership in excess 
of 600 both here and abroad.  The group is 
packed with distinguished Anandians and 
more than a few household names. Our group 
has been in existence for the last 35 years 
discharging a plethora of projects every year 
involving the school, teachers (Past & Present), 
students, community we live in, and last but 
least our membership.

Every year starts by invoking the blessings of 
the Triple Gem on our founders, our Past and 
Present Principles, Teachers, our war heroes, 
the school and all Anandians.

Even though we were faced with catastrophic 
situations throughout the year we were able to 
rise up to the occasion and find quick solutions 
to issues that sprang up during the year and 
make it another memorable year for the 75 – 
80 Group. 

1.	 Our first project was at the AGM itself. 
The members present in true Anandian 
spirit magnanimously collected funds 
(over Rs 80,000/=) to support one of our 
enterprising young students to scale the 
mighty Himalayan mountains.,with the all 
island schools mountain climbing team. 
It was very satisfying to us all to make 
this dream come true for this deserving 
student and make our school proud.

2.	 We initiated the colour washing of the 
school by attending to repairs and colour 
washing of Buddha Jayanthi Building at 
Ananda, with support of the Sri Lanka 
Navy, and we thank the Defense Secretary 
for the support extended.

	 The dazzling splendor of the building was 
a cue to other groups to follow with regard 
to other buildings.

	

	 This iconic building is maintained by our 
group as a project on an ongoing basis.

3.	 The next was our main fundraiser for the 
year, the Annual Dinner Dance. It was held 
at Grand Ballroom of the Waters Edge, 
with many gracing the event. The event 
attracted close to 300 members and their 
spouses. 

4.	 That’s as far as we got with regards to the 
planned calendar of events as the dreaded 
Corona Virus took the world by surprise 
and little Sri Lanka was no exception, 
though we fared better than most.

	 Being the dynamic group we are, we 
quickly shifted gears and rose to the need 
of the hour by collecting funds to support 
the national effort to combat Covid 19.

	 You can all be proud of the fact that we 
donated almost 1.5 Million from our group 
to the respective authorities.

5.	 Our group donated Masks, Face Shields, 
Coveralls, Goggles, Shoe Covers, Sanitisers 
and a state of the art ICU bed . These were 
donated to the Tri forces, Department of 
Health and the Apeksha (cancer) Hospital, 
Maharagama.

	 The total value of items donated is 
approximately 1.4 Million.

6.	 The first donation was made to the 
Defence Secretary Major General Kamal 
Gunaratne, consisting of Personal 
Protection Equipment material, to the 
value of Rs 500,000/- to be distributed 
among the tri forces who are in the front 
line, fighting the Covid virus.

7.	 The second donation of a state of the 
ICU hospital bed and Personal Protection 
Equipment material was made to the 
Department of Health through Director 
General Health Dr Anil Jasinghe. To be 

distributed to hospitals network in the 
country.

8.	 The third donation was made to the 
Apeksha (Cancer) Hospital, Maharagama 
to the Director Dr Wasantha Dissanayake.

	 As we all know the inmates in this hospital 
are some of the most vulnerable in the 
entire country. Our group will continue to 
support this institution in the future too.

	 These donations were made possible 
through the generous contributions 
made by our members based overseas, 
members in Sri Lanka and a significant 
contribution by a well wisher canvassed by 
our Vice President Udaya de Silva.

	 One significant factor is that Kamal, 
Anil & Wasantha are all proud sons of 
mother Ananda and members of the Old 
Anandians 75- 80.

9.	 This year the committee was able to 
increase the student grant from Rs 1000/- 
to Rs 3000/- per month for students as 
the scholarship fee. Which works out to 
Rs 36,000/- annually per student. We 
currently provide this grant to 18 deserving 
students from less affluent families.

10.	The annual family trip, a weekend overnight 
outing for members and their families was 
completed in August. This years outing 
was at Jetwing Lake, Dambulla with 72 
rooms being occupied.

11.	The final project for this year was the Sing 
Along and Dance with Annesley Malewana 
and Mariazelle. Which was a huge success 
with 350 attending the event.

12.	Though a few more projects are lined up 
with the support of our overseas members, 
our regret is that the Annual Medical 
Camp conducted for our Past and Present 
teachers had to be postponed.
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1.	 At the AGM which was held on 25th Jan 
2020  32 members OF GROUP 82 were 
felicitated for  achievements in their 
professional career and a significant 
contribution (financial and by other means) 
made to the Ananda Matha and the 
group.  These achievers are the members 
holding positions in the top tire of various 
governmental institutes such as judiciary, 
medical, engineering, tri forces, academics 
and business entrepreneurs.

2.	 Furthermore 12 members’ children who 
were excellent performers In GCE O/L 
and A/L were honored and valuable gifts 
were distributed for their achievements in 
education.

3.	 A washroom project for the teachers and 
students of primary section has been 
finalized. Regret due to COVID Guidelines 
awaiting for Health and Educational 
ministerial clearance to commence 
construction work. This is a joint project 
with Old Anandians GROUP 82 and 
Ananda College Old Boys Association USA 
West Coast in the USA. 

SENIOR OLD ANANDIANS’ (SOA)

Celebration of 113th Olcott Day

On 14th February 2020, Senior Old 
Anandians’ (SOA) along with Principal, 
college staff and students celebrated the 
Olcott Day to commemorate the founders 
of Ananda College, Col. Henry Steele Olcott, 
Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala thero, Ven. 
Mohottiwatte Gunananda thero and others 
who rendered great services in establishing 
and developing Ananda .

The proceedings of the event commenced by 
offering flowers to the Col. Olcott statue by the 
Ananda College Principal, Deputy Principal,  
President and members of SOA and College 
prefects representing students.

The main event was held at the Kularatna 
Hall with the participation of year six students, 
where commemorative speeches in Sinhala, 
Tamil and English were delivered by students 
on the topic of Col. Olcott and establishments 
of Ananda College. All participating students 
were presented with a booklet published 
by SOA, titled “Duties and responsibilities of 
Anandians”.

President, Senior Old Anandians presented the 
relevant letters and Cheques to eight advanced 
level students who were selected for two year 
(2019/2021) scholarship program conducted 
by Senior Old Anandians’.

GROUP94

1.	 Contributed to the painting of following 
buildings:

a.	 Primary 

b.	 Lead Beater

c.	 Former Library building

d.	 Front of hostel

2.	 We also contributed to 

a.	 Trail blazzer 2020 (this was not 
conducted due to covid situation)

b.	 Assisted in the COVID situation 

GROUP2010

1.	 OBA batch of 2010 donated 50 Liters of 
Hand Sanitizer to the "National Hospital for 
Respiratory Diseases" in Welisara on the 
9th of June to eradicate the Covid 19 virus. 

2.	 OBA batch of 2010 donated 50 bottles of 
1L hand wash to the alms giving in relation 
to the Sathmahala opening.

3.	 OBA batch of 2010 carried out their 
flagship fundraiser project along with the 
OBA batch of 2001 by introducing a "Car 
Air Freshner" for the fellow Anandians.

4.	 OBA batch of 2010 along with the OBA 
batch of 2008, 2009 and 2011 organised 
one of the most successful tents, "Prince 
Street" this year adding glamour to the 
BOM 2020.

GROUP99

rfÜ mej;s iy mj;sk COVID 19 ;;ajh hgf;a 
jir wdrïNfha ixúOdkh lrkakg fh≥kq 
jHdmD;s ta wdldrfhkau l%shd;aul ls¯ug fkdyels 
jqjo" wdkkaoh wm yd iudch hk f;audj Tiafia 
fuu jr®Ifha o 99 lKavdhu jHdmD;Ska lsysmhla 
idr®:lj ksu lrk ,os' 

1'	 jir wdrïNfhaoS wm w;˙ka fjkajqKq wmf.a 
ifydaorhska isysm;a ls¯ug iy" wdkkaohg;a 
wm idudcslhkag;a fi;a m;d fmnrjd˙ 
15 jk osk wdkkao úydrfhaoS u,a mQcdjla 
ixúOdkh lrk ,oS' 

2'	 ˆi;auy,˜ újD; ls¯fï W;aijh i|yd wm 
lKavdhfï idudcslhka úiska ieris,s lghq;= 
i|yd remsh,a 90000'00 uqo,lska iy 
Y%ufhka odhl jk ,oS' mqxÑ fnd/,af,a isg 
urodk mdr wdf,dalu;a ls¯u;a" fldä ieris,s 
iemhSu;a wm idud‚lhka úiska buy;a 
m˙Y%uhla ord ksu lrk ,o nj i;=áka 
oekqï fouq'

3'	 COVID 19 fya;=fjka jik ,o mdi, kej; 
újD; ls¯u i|yd  jHdmD;sh i|yd wm 
lKavdhfï idud‚lhka uQ,H m˙;Hd.hla 
lrk ,oS' ;jo wfmdi Wiia fm< YsIHhska 
i|yd mj;ajk ,o online  iïuka;%K ud,dj 
i|ydo wm lKavdhfï fidhqrka uQ,Huh 
odhl;ajhla ,ndfok ,oS' ;jo wm ix.ufha 
idudcslhkaf.a mQr®K wkq.%yh iys;j remsh,a 
50"000 l jákdlulska hq;a hand sanitizer 
ú≥y,g ms˙kuk ,os' 

4'	 iema;eïnr® 12 jk osk wm lKavdhfï 
jdr®Isl l%slÜ ;rÛdj,sh w;s 
idr®:l wkaoñka kdrdfyakamsg Yd,sld  
l%Svdx.KfhaoS  mj;ajk ,oS' oji mqrd meje;s 
fuu wjia:djg idudcslhka úYd, ms˙ila 
iyNd.S jQ w;r l,lg miq idudcslhska 
tlaùug ,o wjia:dj ishÆ fokdf.a meiiqug 
,laúh' 

5'	 COVID 19 ;;ajhka ksid mSvdjg m;ajqKq 
idud‚lhka fjkqjka  wruqo,la msysgqjd 
ta u.ska Tjqkaf.a iqNidOkh i|yd wdOdr 
lrk ,oS' fï wruqo, i|yd wm lKavdhfï 
idudcslhskaf.a fkduiqre odhl;ajh ia;=;s 
mQr®jlj isysm;a  lruq'
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GROUP

GROUP

2011

2013

1.	 5th AGM of the 2011 batch of Ananda 
College Old Boys Association was held 
virtually via Zoom tele-conferencing 
platform on 26th July 2020.

2.	 The group organized the Annual alms 
giving ceremony in commemoration of 
the deceased brother anandians of 2011 
batch on 12th September 2020 at Siri 
Wijayaramaya, Wewala, Piliyandala with 
the participation of 2011 group members 
and their parents. The event was patroned 
by Rev. Wepathaira Hemaloka Thero - Chief 
Incumbent of Siri Wijayaramaya,Wewala, 
Piliyandala. 

3.	 In addition to this, the committee had also 
made arrangements for the annual batch 
trip and a blood donation as well as a 
book donation program which we had no 
other choice than to postpone until further 
notice owing to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and related social distancing guidelines by 
the health authorities!! 

The Executive Committee and the Working 
Committee for the year 2020-2021 was 
appointed at the Annual General Meeting held 
on the 26th of July 2020 at the Auditorium 
of the Public Library, Colombo. Headed by 
Keheliya Koralage, the new committee had 
numerous projects planned to be carried out 
during the tenure, which were curtailed due 
to the prevailing pandemic situation of the 
country. The committee then decided to move 
on with a project for the benefit of the current 
students, which was to lend a helping hand 
to the current students of Ananda College. 
Hence, it was decided to provide 10 students 
in grade 6 with essential stationery items 
including; shoes, bags, books and uniforms 
etc. The students were selected on the basis 
of their achievements both academically 
and in extracurricular activities. The project 
was headed by Harshana Jayaratne and 
Nisal Gunathilake and was concluded 
successfully on 2nd October 2020. The 
expenses were covered from contributions 
from the membership of the 2013 Group. The 
Committees wish to extend their gratitude to 
those who contributed immensely. 

The next project of the Group was to organize 
a gathering for the fellow members of the 
group, but regretfully, under the current 
situation the project is at a standstill but we 
wish to move forward once the country has 
returned to its status quo.

GROUP2015

1.	 2015 Batch took initiative in continue to 
support on Vacancy Alert project carried 
out by the Main OBA. We have being 
circulating emails with vacancy alerts 
that are posted to the whatsapp group. 

2.	 Several social service projects were 
also organized in the beginning of the 
year. Moreover 2 projects were under 
discussion subjected to the approval of 
the principal to organize it before the 
3rd term examination of the students 
unfortunately the 2nd wave occurred.

úOdhl uKav, /iaùï meje;aùu 

2019$20 ks, jr®Ifha m%:u /iaùu 2019'04'28 
osk .re mQcH osúhd.y hiiaiS kdhl iajdñka 
jykafiaf.a m%Odk;ajfhka .,alsiai jgrmam, 
mdfr® fn!oaOdh;koS mej;s w;r Bg wkqYdil 
WmfoaYl uKav, idudcslhka 13 iy úOdhl 
iNslhka 27 fofkla we;=Ω 40 fofkla iyNd.S 
úh' fuysoS" wfkl=;a ishÆ jHdmD;s j,g jvd 
wdkkao úydrh m%;sixialrKh ls¯fï jHdmD;shg 
m%uqL;djh ,nd oS lghq;= l,hq;= nj wkqYdil 
WmfoaYl uKav,fha woyi úh' 

úOdhl iNslhka i|yd mqyqKq jevuq¿j

2019$20 ks, jr®Ifha m<uq ks, ldr®hh 
f,i úOdhl iNslhka i|yd mqyqKq jevuqΩj 
2019'05'05 osk .re wkqYdil c.;a iqu;smd, 
uy;df.a mqr®K wkq.%yfhka nïn,msáh iqu;s 
fldaÜysoS mj;ajk ,oS'

fjila fmdfydh Èk .s,kami nqoaO 
mQcdj - 2019'05'18

iEu jirloS fuka fujro fjila fmdfyda osk 
iji .s,kami nqoaO mQcdj c.;a ,shkf.a uy;df.a 
ixúOdkfhka wdkkao úydrfhaoS mj;ajk ,oS' 
fuosk oyj,a .s,kami nqoaO mQcdj .re WmfoaYl 
Ydka; o w,aúia uy;d úiska is≥ lrk ,oS'

wk.dßl O¾umd, wkqiaurK iuia; 
,xld l:sl ;r.dj,sh - fcHIaG wxYh 
fojk jgh iy oyï oekqu ñkqu 
;rÕdj,sh 

wk.d˙l Or®umd, wkqiaurK iuia: ,xld 
l:sl ;r.dj,sfha f–HIaG wxYfha fojk jgfha 
;rÛ yd ;Hd. m%Odfkda;aijh iy oyï oekqu 
ñkqu ;rÛdj,sh meje;aùug ie,iqï l,o mdial= 
m%ydrh ksid mdi, ;=, jevigyka meje;aùu isud 
ls¯u ksid;a fjk;a m%fhda.sl ldrKd ksid fuu 
jHdmD;s fol iïmqr®K ls¯ug fkdyels úh'

wdkkaofha wNsudkh iy wdkkaoSfhl= 
f.ka rgg úh hq;= fiajh ms,sn| foaYk 
ud,dj

2019 fmdfidka W;aijhg iu.dñj wdkkao 
úoHd,fha m%Odk Or®udpdr®h mQcH ynrlv ckdkkao 
kdhl iajdñka jykafiaf.a WmfoaYl;ajfhka" 
wdos wdkkaoSh fn!oaO ix.ufhao iyh we;sj 
úoHd,hSh fn!oaO ix.uh úiska ixúOdkh lrk 
,o ˆwdkkaofha wNsudkh˜ iy wdkkaoSfhl= f.ka 
rgg úh hq;= fiajh ms,sn| foaYk ud,dj cqks 10 
isg 14 olajd osk 5 ;=, idr®:lj mj;ajk ,oS'

wdkkao úydr m%;sixialrK jHdmD;sh 

úydrhg lDñ i;=kaf.ka j˙ka jr we;sù ;sfnk 
ydks md,kh lr .ekSu ioyd re' 35"000$)l 
úhoula ord fya,Sia wdh;kfhka ,nd.;a úfYaI 
m%;slr®uhla úydrh jgd fhdok ,os'

mqcH ynrlv bkaor;k kdhl iajdñka 
jykafiaf.a .=KdkqiaurK mskalï ud,dj

mQcH ynrlv bkaor;k kdhl ysñhkaf.a 
fojk .=KdkqiaurKh fjkqfjka wkqrdOmqr 
úydria:dkfhaoS mej;s nq≥ ue≥r újD; ls¯fï 
W;aijhg wdoS wdkkaoSh fn!oaO ix.uh ksfhdackh 
lrñka fuda;s,d,a fyajd.u uy;d" fy,re Wvj;a; 
uy;d" c.;a ,shkf.a uy;d" ,ika; tos˙iQ˙h 
uy;d iy liqka vhia hk uy;ajreka iyNd.S jQy' 

i;a uy, újD; lsÍug iu.dñj 
wdkkao úydrh msg; ;Ska; wf,am lsÍu 
yd úydrfha úÿ,s wdf,dal moaO;sh 
kùlrKh

i;a uy, újD; ls¯ug iu.dñj iNdm;s;=uka 
úiska wdrlaIl f,alï lu,a .=Kr;ak  
uy;df.ka lrk ,o b,a,Su i,ld wdrlaIl 
yuqodj, 50l muK ms˙ilf.a Y%u odhl;ajh 
,nd f.k wdkkao úydrh msg; iïmqr®Kfhkau 
;Ska; wf,am ls¯u is≥ ls¯ug yels ùu úYd, 
ch.%yKhla jk w;r ta i|yd ;%súO yuqodfõ 
iydh ,nd ≥ka .re wdrlaIl f,alï fïcr® 
fckrd,a lu,a .=Kr;ak uy;dg ix.ufha úfYaI 
ia;=;sh ysñfõ'

wdos wdkkaoSh fn!oaO ix.uh



30

A N A N D A Y A

wdkkaoh Affiliated Group
Activities

GROUP2005

fmd,ams;s.u lvjr m%d:ñl úoHd,hg 
RO mdkSh c, iemhqï moaO;shla ,nd 
§u

wLKavj fojk jrg;a" rcrg jl=.vq frda.
fhka mSvd ú|skq ,nk mdie,la jQ fmd,ams;s.u 
lvjr m%d:ñl úoHd,fha 350 g wêl mdie,a 
<uqka yd .=rejreka ioyd úI wmøjH j,ska 
f;dr ms˙is≥ j;=r W.=rla mdkh ls˙u ioyd  RO 
mdkSh c, iemhqï moaO;shla ,nd oSu ckjd˙ 25 
jk fikiqrdod fmd,ams;s.u lvjr úoHd,hSh 
m˙YfhaoS is≥ lrk ,oS' 2005 wdos wdkkaoSh 
lKavdhfï 2019 jdr®Isl lKavdhï iqyo yuqfõoS 
tl;= lr.kakd ,o re'250"000l wruqo,la fuu 
i;al%shdj ioyd jeh lrk ,oS'

fldúâ - 19 jix.; ;;ajh fya;=fjka 
wirK jQ mjq,a 11 ioyd uilg iß,k 
nvq u,a,la ,nd §u

mdkÿr osíneoao mjq,a fi!LH fyo ks,Od˙kshf.a 
b,a,Sula u; fldúâ ) 19 jix.; ;;ajh 
fya;=fjka ;u „úldj lr.; fkdyelsj wirK 
jQ mjq,a 11 ioyd uilg i˙,k ishÆ úh,s i,dl" 
ieksghsir®" uqL wdjrK yd wfkl=;a øjH im˙ 
nvq u,a,la ,nd oSug 2005 lKavdhug yelshdj 
,eìKs' re' 110"000 muK jákd fuu nvq uÆ 
ioyd nr mek wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 lKavdhfï 
ishÆ úOdhl lñgq idud‚lhka úiska ork ,o 
w;r" iudc ≥ria;Ndjh ;nd .ksñka tu NdKav 
ndr oSu wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 lKavdhfï idud‚l 
ksYdka; fyajduoa≥uf.a fidhqrd úiska 2020 wfma%,a 
13 jk i≥od osk mdk≥r osíneoafoa oS is≥ lrk ,oS'

w;afiaÿï WmlrK úoHd,hg mß;Hd. 
lsÍu

fldúâ ) 19 jix.; ;;ajfhka miq mshjfrka 
mshjr mdie,a újD; ls¯fï jevigykg iu.dój 
wdkkao úoHd,fha orejkaf.a fi!LH wdrlaIdj 
m%jr®Okh Wfoid w;afia≥ï WmlrK 5la wdkkao 
úoHd,hg m˙;Hd. ls¯u wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 
lKavdhfï idudcslhka úiska 2020 cqks 24 jk 
nodod osk wdkkao úoHd,hSh m˙YfhaoS is≥ lrk 
,oS'

uyr.u zwfmalaId frday,Z Y%jK 
moaO;shla we;=Æ ;j;a WmlrK 
mß;Hd. lsÍu

uyr.u wfmalaId frdayf,a b,a,Sula m˙os" tu 
frdayf,a jdÜgq ixlSr®Khla ioyd Y%jK moaO;shla 
we;=Æ ;j;a WmlrK wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 
lKavdhu yd fnd/,a, isxy iudcfha uQ,H yd Y%u 
m˙;Hd.fhka cQks ui 16 jk w.yrejdod osk Ndr 
fok ,oS'

f,a oka§fï lojqr - 2020

wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 lKavdhfï isg wm w;˙ka 
úúO fya;= u; úfhda jQ wdor”h fidhqrka 
wkqiaurKh lrñka mj;ajkq ,nk f,a oka oSfï 
jHdmdrh wLKavj fojk jrg;a iema;ïnr® 
12 jkod kdrdfyakamsg reêr mdrú,hk 
uOHia:dkfhaoS meje;aúKs' reêr odhlhska 130 
fofkl= fuu wjia:djg iïnkaO jQ w;r Tjqka 
ishÆ fokdg w.h ls¯fï iy;slhla yd jákd 
me<hla fkdñf,a ,nd fok ,oS'

wdÈ wdkka§h 2005 lKavdhfï iqyo 
yuqj - 2020

wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 lKavdhfï iqyo yuqj iy 
15 jk ixj;air ieureu Tlaf;daïnr® ui 03 
jk fikiqrdod fld<U gdca iuqød fydag,fhaoS w;s 
W;alr®Ij;a f,i meje;aúKs' fujr iqyo yuqfõ 
oS" kqjka m%oSma Or®umd, iy rkaoSu isxymd,s hk 
fidfydhqrka yg ms<sfj,ska" 2005 wk| Yla;s 
iïudkh iy 2005 wk| mq;% iïudkh ms˙keóug 
wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 lKavdhu lghq;= lrk ,oS' 

óg wu;rj" wdkkao úoHd,hSh wdos YsIH 
ix.uh úiska l%shd;aul lrk ,o" úúO jHdmD;s 
yd l%shdldrlï ioyd o wdos wdkkaoSh 2005 
lKavdhfï lemS fmfkk odhl;ajhla ,nd oS 
;snqKs' 

1'	 wdkkao úoHd,hSh wdos YsIH ix.ufha 
2020$21 ks< jrKh iy jdr®Isl uyd iNd 
/iaùu

2'	 wko wNsuka ) 2020 ^Ananda Values - 
2020)

3'	 91 jeks wdkkao kd,kao iqf,days; ix.%duh ) 
2020 

4'	 wdkkao úoHd,hSh wdos YsIH ix.ufha iqyo 
yuqj ^ACOBA get-together&

GROUP95

Appointment of new office bearers 

Annual general meeting was held on 
22/02/2020 at the auditorium of the 
Organization of Professional Associations of 
Sri Lanka at 275, 75 Prof Stanley Wijesundera 
Mawatha, Colombo 07. The new office bearers 
for the year 2020-2021 were appointed at this 
meeting.

Voluntary monetary pledge for COVID-19 
Health Care & Social Security Fund

As responsible citizens and fellow Anandians, 
95 Group took great pride in financially 
supporting the Ananda College Old Boys 
Association in its monetary contribution 
towards ''COVID-19 Health Care & Social 
Security Fund''.

Residential Committee meeting

The newly appointed Executive committee of 
the 95 Group attended a residential committee 
meeting at Kithulkanda Resort, Meepe from 
27th-28th June 2020 to plan out the activities 
to be carried out during the office year 2020-
2021.
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GROUP2000

Old Anandians 2000 Group has conducted 
many events this year to support Main OBA, 
Ananda College and it's members. 

•	 Their Annual Get-together and AGM 
held on February 29th at Hilton Colombo 
celebrating 20 Anniversary of the group. 

•	 2000 Old Anandians have coordinated the 
lighting of Sathmahala on pirith night after 
its grand opening. 

•	 Around 30 members and spouses 
participated the Felicitation Ceremony for 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksha held at 
Shangrila Colombo. 

Old Anandian Medical guild 

We are proud to say  that OAMG (Old Anandians’ 
Medical Guild) conducts  a number of high-end 
programs which rendered an efficacious service 
in mother Ananda.“Safe and Healthy Ananda” 
was coined to conduct triumphant initiatives 
with successive branch projects.

1.	 Disease Prevention and Cure, Health 
Education, Special Schemes with Accident 
Prevention with enhancing safety are our 
main objectives.

	 In an institute of a large student and staff 
number, acute injuries and diseases are 
inevitable where sometimes can lead to 
life threatening situations which need 
immediate care until safely transported 
to a hospital. Ananda Medical Center 
functions as an Out Patients Department 
with Emergency Resuscitation Facilities 
and modern equipment; which can provide 
external breathing support via oxygen, 
stabilize a life threatening situation and 
safely transport a patient to the hospital. 
Monthly there are approximately 500 
students, 25 teachers and 35 non-
academic staff visiting center.

2.	 OAMG always leads the medical coverage 
in almost all the events in the college year 
round including issuing medical certificates, 
first aid treatments and  PTS (Patient 
Transport Services) as needed. College 
Marathons, Annual Sports Meet, Battle of 
the Maroons and one-day match, Boxing 
and Rugby tournaments were secured by 
the OAMG. We were privileged to render the 
service in some of the non-sports events; 
Perahera in primary section, Ananda Gee 
Ranga, Trail Blazer and Anadamithusara.

3.	 OAMG is committed for a Dengue free 
locality inside Ananda. Percentage of 
Dengue Larvae was deducted from 48% 
down to 5% within three years from 2016 
to 2020 by these projects which were 
conducted in a scientific basis. 

	 The dengue Shramadana was conducted 
by the OAMG with the participation of 200 
parents,students and health care workers  
on July 2020.

4.	 Many donations were done by OAMG 
during the year 2020.

	 Trail Blazer – 2020, The Proposed Musical 
Show was sponsored with more than Rs. 
800000/= by the OAMG and the Covid 
school fund by 800000 rupees during the 
Coivd pandemic.

5.	 During the COVID 19 pandemic OAMG 
took the leadership of COVID prevention 
activities at school premises.COVID steering 
committee   was established and activities 
were   planned and carried out   to minimize 
spreading covid 19 outbreak.

	 Its decided to maintain the sustainability of 
Covid guideline to ensure safety of  school 
to prevent covid 19 outbreak.

	 Infrastructure has to be maintained to face 
ongoing covid 19 threat inside the school 
such as hand washing areas inside the 
school will maintain under supervision of 
OAMG. Furthermore   distribution of   hand 
sanitizer for each and every classroom 
under supervision of class teacher was done 
by the medical guild. We have initiated a 
Continuing Staff education programmed on 
preventive measures inside the classroom.  

GROUP2009

The year 2019 was extra special for the Old 
Anadians 2009 group since it marked the 10th 
Anniversary last year which was filled with a 
number of community welfare projects and 
several other events.

1.	 The year kicked off with the 'Project 
Pahura', a school items donation 
campaign in collaboration with Pahura 
Community Service Organization in 
January. Under the Pahura Project, school 
items were donated to five selected rural 
schools in North Central, Central and Uva 
provinces by raising over 1 million rupees. 
School items and stationery items packs 
were handed over to 475 students on 5,6 
and 7th of January 2019 at the beginning 
of the new school term at their school 
premises. Group members came together 
to help make the lives of under privileged 
children better in the true spirit of mother 
Ananda. 

2.	 To mark the 10th Year Anniversary, the 
2009 Group organized a celebration at the 
Galle Face Hotel on 26th October 2019. 
The objective of the celebration was to 
foster the fellowship among the batch 
mates and raise funds to support upcoming 
projects of the group. The anniversary was 
attended by a record number of over 200 
batch mates and their spouse.

3.	 At the end of the year in November, the 
group organized the reforestation project 
'Wilpattuwata Anandayak' in which 500 
water pots were donated to support the 
reforestation project of the Sri Lanka Army 
at the Wilpattuwa National Park.

4.	 As the entire world and the country 
grappled with the COVID-19 pandemic 
which began at the end of last year, many 
Sri Lankan families were also affected 
due to COVID-19 restrictions imposed 
this year. The 2009 Group came forward 
to help such affected families by donating 
dry rations and essential household items 
for 30 families in Rajagiriya. The project 
was initiated in collaboration with the 
chief incumbent of Rajagiriya Rajamaha 
Viharaya. 

•	 They provided the all required sanitizers , 
hand wash and other cleaning chemicals 
to whole school during the COVID 
pandemic. 

•	 They even donated for the Main OBA 
donation for COVID fund. 

•	 2000 Anandians also has become the 
main sponsor for ACOBA's main fundraiser 
event Trailblazer 2020 to be held soon
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Affiliated Group
Activities

GROUP2001

The year 2019/2020 was quite a challenging 
year for the Old Anandians’ 2001 Group as 
for many other teams, due to the prevailing 
global pandemic. As one of the most influential 
alumni groups of ACOBA, we played significant 
roles in almost every OBA project during the 
year. 

While 2 of our members were appointed as the 
secretary of ‘Affiliated Groups’ sub-committee 
& ‘Trailblazer’ organizing committee, all our 
members, the real heroes behind our success, 
contributed both in financial terms and in 
organizing and leading all the below projects 
& events,

Olcott Oration – 2019

“Olcott Oration” being one of the flagship 
events in the ACOBA calendar, our group 
always gives a high priority in joining hands 
with the mother group for the success of this 
event. Last year we were able to provide the 
highest financial contribution for the Olcott 
Oration held at Kularatne Hall.  

Financial Support for Mount Everest 
Climb

We were informed by the college that one 
of the students would miss a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to climb “Mount Everest” 
due to financial difficulties. Without any 
hesitation our group members wanted to 
help this courageous student. He was able 
to successfully accomplish this task with the 
financial support of our group members.

Sponsorships and Scholarships for the 
Students in the Hostel

The Group sponsored three students at the 
College hostel and their fees were paid in full for 
the year 2020. In addition, the Group provided 
scholarships for 70 students to facilitate their 
requirement of study books during the year 2020. 

Contribution for SATHMAHALA Opening 
Ceremony

Pirith and Alms Giving Ceremony for the 
newly constructed seven storied building 
‘SATHMAHALA’ was held on 11th and 12th 
February. Our group took the responsibility of 
arranging the morning alms and sponsored with 
the support of 2008 Group.

PATHFINDER - 2020 

Yet again in 2020 we organized the phase 1 
of “Pathfinder” Career Guidance program for 
students who sat for the GCE (O/L s) and their 
parents for the fourth successive time, with the 
guidance from the “Educational Subcommittee” 
of ACOBA. The event was held on the 17th 
January, 2020 and the very positive feedback 
from the participants proved the success of the 
event.  

Car Air Freshener - Fund Raiser

The Group designed a car freshener in 
collaborating with 2010 Group. The group expects 
to use this product as a fundraiser to strengthen 
future projects planned to be executed to support 
the college. This is available to be purchased 
from the OBA Office and via “Ananda Gallery – 
(anandagallery.lk)”, the web store. 

Contribution to “Trailblazer - Unplugged” 

This was the biggest public event that was 
planned to be held in 2020 by ACOBA, however 
due to the current pandemic situation, this event 
was postponed. However, the contribution from 
the group was immense in terms of financial 
support and in terms of organizing the event. 

Social Welfare Project

Our Group members came together to financially 
support the family of a deceased batch mate 
and we were ablet to settle the remaining lease 
amount of his vehicle, providing the financial 
freedom for our dear friend’s family on the matter. 

2001 Group would like to thank everyone who 
supported during 2020 and look forward for a 
better year ahead. We would like to wish everyone 
good health during these trying times. Stay safe 
and may the blessings of “Mother Ananda” be 
with you all, always. 

GROUP2003

1.	 Blood donation project on May 03, 2020 
at National Blood Transfusion Services, 
Narahenpita.

2.	 Class of 2003 Batch Get Together, 
February 15 , 2020 at Grand Monarch, 
Thalawathugoda.

w;S;fhka ì|la'''
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OLD ANANDIAN ENGINEERS' GUILD

SPEARHEAD TO THE INDUSTRY

The first step you take at the very beginning 
in any matter is the solid basement for 
your proceeding. Evolving with the New 
Normal, We are delighted to announce that 
the virtual webinar series "Spearhead to 
the Industry 2020" concluded successfully 
spanning 8 key areas of engineering aiming 
the development of the professionalism of 
young Anandian Engineering undergraduates 
to reach high levels and lead the industry 
as an engineer. From the feedback received 
from the participants it was evident that the 
webinar series was of paramount value to 
the undergraduates. We all agreed that this 
webinar series was the most interesting we 
have had this year so far.

SAHURDHA SAVIYA

‘Sahurdha Saviya’ is one of key projects of 
the year, conducted by the Old Anandian 
Engineers’ Guild (OAEG) Student chapter with 
the constant guidance and assistance of the 

OAEG to ensure that the students studying in 
the physical science stream is met with the 
required preparation as well as motivation. 

This year, It mainly consisted of three sub 
projects.

Morning Class Series:

The immediate pass out Anandians taught 
lessons and did questions to the students of 
physical science section. The classes were 
divided into two groups and sessions were 
conducted one hour per day.

YouTube Webinar Series: 

Enabling knowledge to be at the very fingertips 
of our fellow brothers, OAEG student chapter 
launches a YouTube channel with video 
tutorials for the Physical Science stream 
during the last lockdown period of the country.

Other Virtual Webinars:

‘An Unusual Approach to Machine Learning’

The Old Anandian Engineers' Guild proudly 
presented a virtual webinar series on Machine 

Learning with guest participation of Old 
Anandian, Nipuna Randunu Samarasekara, 
Software Engineer at Google inc. The project, 
‘An Unusual Approach to Machine Learning’ 
was an introductory session to Machine 
Learning covering the basics. The event 
consisted with two sessions for the better 
comprehension of the audience. We are 
delighted to announce that more than 2000 
people from all over the world participated in 
these websites.

A talk on ‘Circular Economy’

This talk focused on the opportunities as 
well as the challenges presented by cicular 
economy concept and how we may adjust the 
mindset to accelerate our transition towards 
a circular economy. Proud Old Anandian, 
Prof. Hiroshan Hettiarachchi, Geotechnical 
Engineering Professor at Michigan, USA 
conducted this webinar.

70 – 75 Group

Old Anandians’ 70 75 Group has carried out 
following projects and activities during first 3 
Quarters of year 2020.

Annual Religious Activity

A” Bodhi Pooja Pinkama” is held annually at 
the Kuppiyawatta Sri Jayasekararamaya to 
invoke blessings to those who depart us & 
also to share the spirit of friendship & harmony 
among family members. It was held on 25th of 
January 2020.

Projects at School

Olcot Museum and the Lead Beater building 
are some of the vital buildings of Ananda 
College which add value to the school.

Old Anandians’ 70 75 Group has donated,

1.	 Rs.100,000/= for the Renovation project 
of Olcott Museum and.

2.	 Rs,200,000/= for the Painting project of 
Lead Beater building.

CSR Project

The Group decided to help a school that 
needs basic facilities in the Western Province, 
WP/PIL/Adharsha Prathamika Vidyalaya, 
Abeyrathne Mawatha, Boralasgamuwa was 
selected which is a Mixed Primary School 
studying 219 students. 

In addition to the various initiatives taken by 
Old Anandians’ 70-75 Group during last two 
years, in year 2020 we have 

Colour washed buildings of above school

Constructed and Installed 3 - Flag Posts and 

Donated a Water Tank to the school facilitating 
the students have an uninterrupted water 
supply at any given time.

Members Welfare

To strengthen the fellowship among group 
members and to enhance the bond between 
families of the group members, the annual 
Peduru Party was organized by the Group on 
22nd of February 2020 at Solis Reception Hall, 
Kotte.

Social Activities

25 members of Old Anandians’ 70-75 Group 
have participated at Felicitation Banquet of 
HE Gotabaya Rajapaksa at Hotel Shangri-La 
organized by the Old Boys’ Association of 
Ananda College.

Fund Raising Project

Under the fund raising projects, Group has 
done a T Shirts Project which carry the College 
Crest in March 2020 for Group members and 
fellow Anandians.
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úYsIag wdos wdkkaoShl= jq j;auka wdrlaIl 

wud;HxY f,alï " úY%dñl fïcr® fckrd,a lu,a 

.=Kr;ak uy;d úiska rÑ; ˆmd;d,fhda˜ kj 

l:dj iy  bx.%Sis niska rÑ; 'GOTABAYA' kï  

p˙;dmodk .%ka:h t<soelaùfï Wf<, 2020 

iema;eïnr® ui 06 jk osk wdkkao úoHd,hSh 

l=,r;ak Yd,dfõoS mj;ajkakg fh≥Ks'  

fY%aIAG wdos wdkkaoSh w;s.re ckdêm;s f.daGdNh 

rdcmlaI ue;s;=ukaf.a m%Odk;ajfhka meje;ajq fuu  

W;aijhg .re w.%dud;H uyskao rdcmlaI ue;s;=ud 

iy ysgmq l:dkdhl yd j;auka wud;H .re pu,a 

rdcmlaI ue;s;=udo iïNdjKSh wuq;a;ka f,i 

iyNd.S úh'

ysgmq ckdêm;s f,alï ,,s;A ùr;=x. uy;d  

úiska uqLH foaYkh meje;a jQ w;r osjx.; Wodr 

rKúre kshuqjka jq ¨;sk,a fckrd,a fvkais,a 

fldínElvqj iy fïcr® fckrd,a úch úu,r;ak 

hk uy;ajrekaf.a ì˙kaoEjreka jq ,,S fldínElvqj 

ue;sKsh yd udfk,a úu,r;ak ue;sKshg  

fuysoS úfYaI Wmydr ;s<sK ms<s.ekaùulao is≥úh'  

wdkkao úoHd,hSh j;auka ú≥y,am;s  

tia'tï' lSr®;sr;ak ue;s;=uka fukau wdos YsIH 

ix.ufha iNdm;s ≥Iauka; lrkakdf.dv ue;s;=ud 

m%Odk wdos YsIHhska úYd, ms˙ilao" ;%súO yuqodfõ 

yd fmd,Sisfha j;auka yd úY%dñl ks<Od¯ka úYd, 

ms˙ila o fuu wjia:djg iyNd.S jqy' 

wdf,ka fj,S ysf;aa ;=reΩ ù mßiaiug ,shk c.;a '''''
ˆwdf,ka fj,S m˙iaiug ;shd.kak˜" ˆ? i| mdhd˜ 
iksOm ix.S; lKavdhfï ˆñys,sh˜" ˆpQka mdka˜" 
ˆld, .=fKa˜" ckkd;a jrldf.dv .ehQ ˆys;a mqrd˜ 
jeks ckms%h .S; Tyqf.a mEka ;=äka iksgqyka jQfha 
;udf.a w;aoelSï o leáfldg f.khs' 

rhs.ï mqrjrfha iqkaor .ïmshil bmso fld<U 
wdkkao ú≥ mshfika isma i;r yodrd ix.S;  
f,dfõ f.ah mo l,djg w;fmd;a ;nñka fuf;la 
≥r msúis Tyq kñka c.;a fmfr®rd h' 

mdi,a ld,fha isg lúhg fmï ne|s c.;a f.ah 
mo rpkhg w;fmd;a ;nkafka wreK ,shdka" 
iajr uqiq l, ˆisyska is;a˜" rejka fyÜáwdrÉÑf.a  

ˆwdf,ka fj,S˜ .S; iuÛska h' bka ,enqKq  
m%;spdr iuÛ c.;af.a ku ix.S; f,dfõ ld 
w;r;a m%p,s; fjkakg úh' Tyqf.a mEfkka wl=re 
weñKQ ˆwdofrka˜" ˆ;ykï i|˜ fï osk j, Tyq ,shQ 
fjkia u wdrla .;a .S;hka fjhs'

oñ;a wixl" rejka fyÜáwdrÉÑ" ckkd;a 
jrldf.dv" ;SlaIK wkqrdO" wñ,d koSYdks"  
ˆiksOm˜ u,s;a fmfr®rd" jeks m%ùK yd ckms%h 
l,dlrejka /ilg Tyq mo mK fmdjkakg úh' 
ix.S; lafIa;%fha os.= .ukla hEug iQodkï jk 
Tyq ;u uõmshkag;a" ;u .ukg Woõ Wmldr 
l< ish¨ fokdg;a" ;u risl risldúhkag;a ;u 
yoDhdx.u ia;+;sh ms˙keóug wu;l lf<a ke;' 

legm;a mjqr

fïc¾ fckrd,a lu,a .=Kr;ak rKìfuka mkays|g'''
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Denzil Indrajith Perera 
AL 2000 Commerce Stream Ananda College 
2020/21 President Postgraduate Institute of 
Management Alumni (Sri Lanka’s largest and 
the strongest MBA Alumni Association) to 
lead the executive committee of 17 renowned 
professionals in diverse sectors 

Denzil is also a merit winner at PIM MBA 
Best Student Award for Marketing Research 
CIM UK 2007 June exam BSc Marketing Special 
(Hons) University of Sri Jayawardenepura.

Distinguished Old Anandian, Mr. Jagath Gunawardena was 
awarded the Honorary Doctorate (PhD) from the University 
of Sri Jayawardenapura

Renowned Sri Lankan environmentalist and 
a distinguished Old Anandian, Mr. Jagath 
Gunawardena was awarded the Honorary 
Doctorate (PhD) from the University of  
Sri Jayawardenapura. This was awarded on 
20th November 2020.

As a veteran attorney-at-law on domestic 
environmental law and environmental 

educator, he has contributed immensely to the 
conservation of flora and fauna in Sri lanka 
by providing legal expertise and facilitating 
national conservation efforts. As a passionate 
ornithologist he is invested in bird watching and 
observation sketching. He is also enthusiastic 
about flora, fauna and animals and has 
conducted many studies and researches on 
these subjects.

Do you like to sponsor an Anandian? 

Join ACOBA 
Scholarship Program
Be a proud contributer to ACOBA scholarship 
program and support education, sports & 
extracurricular activities of needy & deserving 
students at Ananda.

Category I	 -	 Rs. 4,000/- per month	  
		  (hostal fees)

Category II	 -	 Rs. 5,000/- per month	  
		  (standard scholarship) 

The Scholarship Program of Ananda College Old Boys’ 
Association is supervised and monitered under the leadership of a 
Vice President of ACOBA 

Contact : VP / Ajanthalal Kumarage
(M) 0777 270838  (E) ajantha_lal@yahoo.com or  
ACOBA office on 011 2698551 
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