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“You know I still recognize and 
believe my bringing up at Ananda 
has paid way for me to excel in my 
carrier later on.”

Mr. Asoka De Z Gunasekera
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Editorial
The times have passed & memories 
cherished, but we are geared to release 
another episode of the Anandaya news 
bulletin for 2021. So it is with honour & 
pleasure that this note is penned down on 
behalf of the editorial committee. Needless to 
say we all have had a very bad patch of our 
lives due to te Covid-19 pandemic situation 
& perhaps would have even been compelled 
to adjust our lifestyles to a "NEW NORMAL" 
phase. But however, we as Anandinas 
have always been different under different 
circumstances ,hence being able to make our 
own way with our usual events, although the 
magnitude was not as glamorous as before. 
The Olcott oration is one such flagship event 
organised by ACOBA & held under strict 
health guidelines, but reached many through 
a live cast. The orator was Consultant DR. 
Anil Jasinghe who spoke on "  Sri Lanka's 
retaliation to a global Pandemic, Covid-19 ;A 

strategic perspective " which touched many 
around the globe due to its timeliness.

As we all know & understand this news 
bulletin is a showcase for all alumnae 
of Ananda & even for others to gauge & 
comprehend the achievements made, events 
held,appointments made to high offices, 
& even obituaries of our past members. 
Having said that this bulletin will also carry 
an interview with one of the oldest past 
presidents of ACOBA covering his time 
with Aanada, contributions made & even 
interesting recollections in his life with 
Ananda which will bring recognition to a 
past president once again amongst Ananda 
alumnae & also bring a recollection for the 
recent old Anandians. Further we present 
yet another interview with a past Orator who 
is currently in Sri Lanka heading one of the 
most vibrant IT institutes.

As we initiated a space for a club/ movement 
from the current college community to 
showcase their achievements, this time the 
reference goes to  a very active club. On the 
other hand we celebrated the 100th birth 
anniversary of late Col. Henry Steel Olcott  
by way of a challenge trophy being created  
by the Old Anandians  cadet wing to be 
presented to the best cadet group.

Finally we need to accept the fact that 
developing a layout for this bulletin 
under current situation is by all means a 
herculean task. However the members of the 
subcommittee determined to execute their 
entrusted duties to make it a reality & also an 
interesting release.So while wishing all our 
readers the blessings of MOther Ananda we 
remain at your disposal

A N A N D A Y A

wdkkaoh

Anandaya Magazine 2020 (November Edition) – Editorial Committee 

Samitha Senavirathna 
Subcommittee Chairman

Sunera Mahanamahewa 
Subcommittee Secretary

Shashika Jayathilaka 
Chief Editor

Tharindu Mallawarachchi 
Assistant Editor

Roshan Thotahewa 
Design & Layout

Manjula Makolage 
Photography

Sandaruwan Mahindarathne 
Content Writing

Nipuna Marasinghe 
Content Writing

Prof. Clarence W. de Silva 
Content Writing

Subcommittees of the ACOBA 2020/2021
Fund Raising Project

Chairman – Mr. Bimal Wijesinghe 
Deputy President, ACOBA

Education Development

Chairman – Prof. Athula Kaluarachchi 
Vice President, ACOBA

Affiliated Group, OBA Welfare,  
Exco Get –together 

Chairman – Mr. Yasas Randunu Ariyarathne 
Vice President, ACOBA

OBA Website, Newsletter, Publicity, Olcott 
Oration 

Chairman – Mr. Samitha Senavirathne  
Vice President, ACOBA

Civil Infrastructure

Chairman – Mr. Dananjaya Mohoitte 
Vice President, ACOBA

Hostel Affairs,Scholarship,Credit Card 

Chairman – Mr. Ajantha Lal Kumarage 
Vice President, ACOBA

Sports Coordination, AC – JHC 
Match,Felicitations,Olcott schools,  
Big Match

Chairman – Mr. Anura Perera 
Vice President, ACOBA

School IT, Member Database, Job Bank

Chairman – Mr. Varuna Chandana 
Vice President, ACOBA



3

Past Presidents of Ananda College Old Boys' Association
Twenty two years after the founding of Ananda 
College, in 1908, the then Principal of the College, 
Sir D.B. Jayatilleke, formed and chaired the 
“Ananda College Old Boys' Association”. The 
principal by ex-officio became the President of the 
Old Boys' Association for 52 Years up to 1960 . 
Accordingly, starting from Sir D.B. Jayatilleke to 
Mr. S.A.Wijetilleke, twelve principals led the Ananda 
College Old Boys' Association.

The first Old Boy to be elected as the President of 
the College Old Boys' Association was Mr. D.W. 
Rajapathirana when he was appointed to the post 
in 1960 and since then until 2021, up to this year, 
twenty (20) outstanding alumni have led the Old 
Boys' Association.

Accordingly, the Ananda College Old Boys ' 
Association, has been one of the longstanding 
Old Boys' Associations in Sri Lanka with over Ten 
thousand (10000) member’s to date, further activities 
of the Old Boys' Association covered areas in 
national interest religious, educational and social 
functions. This bulletin carries the portrays of 32 past 
presidents, since its inspection as a mark of respect 
and also to reflect on their memory.

Past Presidents
Principal of Ananda College was by ex-official the President of the Old Boys 
Association during the period 1908 to 1960.

NO YEAR PRESIDENT NAME
1 1908, 1909 To 1910 Sir D. B. Jayatilleke *

2 1908 To 1909 Mr. Messrs J. T. Davies *

3 1910 To 1913 Mr. M. U. Moore *

5 1914 To 1917 Mr. Fritz Kunz *

6 1918 To 1923, 1923 To 1932, 
1936 To 1943

Mr. P. de S. Kularatne *

7 1932 To 1936, 1945 To 1954 Mr. L. H. Meththananda *

8 1943 To 1945 Mr. A. B. Perera *

9 1955 To 1960 Mr. S. A. Wijethilake *

 *Principals of Ananda College

NO YEAR PRESIDENT NAME
1 1917 To 1918 Mr. C.V. Ranawaka**

2 1923 Dr. G.P. Malalasekara**

3 1936 Mr. S. De. S. Jayaratne**

4 1913 To 1914 Mr.Dandiris De Silva

**Acting Principals of Ananda College

NO YEAR PRESIDENT NAME
1 1960 To 1968 Mr. D. W. Rajapathirana

2 1968 To 1969 Mr. G. P. A. Silva

3 1969 To 1970 Mr. Thomas Amarasuriya

4 1971 To 1976 Prof. D. A. Ranasinghe

5 1976 Mr. Warnasena Rasaputra

6 1976 To 1979 Mr. M. B. J. de Silva

7 1979 To 1992 Mr. Ranapala Bodhinagoda

8 1992 To 1995 Dr. Pandu Liyanage

9 1995 March Mr. Chandra de Zoysa

10 1995 To 1996, 1998 To 1999 Lt. Col. Parakrama Molligoda

11 1999 To 2000, 2000 To 2001 Dr. Ranjith Cabraal

12 2001 To 2002, 2002 To 2003 Mr. Asoka de Z. Gunasekera

13 2003 To 2004, 2004 To 2005 Mr. Sithendra Senaratne

14 2005 To 2006, 2006 To 2007 Mr. N. G. Punchihewa

15 2007 To 2008, 2008 To 2009 Mr. Isuru Samarasinghe

16 2010 To 2013 Mr. Thilak Karunaratne

17 2013 To 2014, 2014 To 2015 Mr. Lalith Senanayake

18 2015 To 2016, 2016 To 2017 Mr. Jayantha Wickramasinghe

19 2017 To 2018, 2018 To 2019 Mr. Asoka Karunaratne

20 2019 To 2020, 2020 To 2021 Mr. Dushmantha Karannagoda
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The Olcott Oration is being live streamed on Face Book, 
You Tube and Ananda College OBA web site as well. 

Let me begin by saying a few words about this great 
personality after whom this oration has been named. 

A visionary leader, trendsetter, and trailblazerCol. 
Henry Steel Olcott changed the destiny of an island 
nation. He laid the foundation for a pioneering school 
in the country and we commemorate him with much 
adoration today. His unusual and illustrious life and 
ground breaking achievements are unchallenged and 
unparalleled even in the present context. 

Exactly how a talented and accomplished westerner 
from New Jersey, USA ended up as the renowned and 
celebrated “White Buddhist of Ceylon” is a remarkable 
story worth recounting today, tomorrow forever. Hence I 
wish to take a few minutes, as is customary, to take you 
through the life story of a jewel of a human being, before 
I embark on my presentation.

Born in Orange, New Jersey USA, in 1832, Henry’s 
father was a businessman and the Olcotts were devout 
Presbyterians. An unusually skilled agriculturalist, 
Henry Olcott became the agriculture correspondent 
for the New York Tribune in 1858. At the beginning 
of the American Civil War he enlisted and was later 
promoted to the rank of Colonel.Later he was appointed 

to the special commission that investigated President 
Abraham Lincoln’s assassination in 1865.

He left the military in 1865 and returned to New York 
to study law. He was admitted to the Bar in 1868 
and enjoyed a successful practice specializing in 
insurance, revenue and custom law. To that point 
in his life, Henry Steel Olcott was the very model of 
what a proper Victorian-era American gentleman was 
supposed to be. But that was about to change. With his 
gradually increasing interest in metaphysics and the 
supernaturalism, getting together with Madam Helena 
Blavatsky he founded the Theosophical Society in 1875.

Meanwhile in Ceylon there was trouble brewing. In the 
oppressive climate that existed following centuries of 
subjugation, most Ceylonese had lost their self-esteem. 

The Buddhists were still a long way behind in terms 
of modern education. In this backdrop, the Panadura 
Vadaya led by several prominent priests with Ven. 
MegittuwatteGunananda and Ven.Hikkaduwe Sri 
Sumangala thero in the lead, acted as a catalyst for a 
chain of events that followed. The final debate was 
reported in some detail in the Ceylon Times and Col. 
Olcottwhile living in USA, came to know about the 
same and immediately started corresponding with the 
prominent Buddhist priests in an attempt to learn more 
about Buddhism and the predicament of the Buddhists 

in the country.Convinced that he could bring about a 
difference, Col.Olcott arrived in Ceylon in 1880. Thus 
began the great Buddhist revival of Ceylon.

He was committed, result oriented, driven with a 
passion which was unique and had commendable 
organizational skills. He started working very closely 
with Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala thero. He embarked 
on a very difficult tour, by bullock cart on primitive roads 
that lasted well over months, accompanied only by an 
interpreter. 

He wanted to raise funds for Buddhist education 
and wanted to take the true message of Buddhism to 
the people. Eventually he wrote thebook, Buddhist 
Catechism, which was published in 1881, went through 
more than forty editions and got translated to over 40 
languages.

Col. Olcott designed the Buddhist flag consisting of six 
colours which is embraced by Buddhists all over the 
world today. He also represented the Buddhist cause to 
the British Government and fought to find redress for 
the restrictions imposed against Buddhism. He was 
also instrumental in getting Wesakday declared as a 
public holiday.

Improving Buddhist education was a top priority 
in Col.Olcott’s agenda. The Buddhist Theosophical 
Society (BTS) was formed in June 1880 to drive this 
cause. The Buddhist English School was established 
with 37students and 03 teachers on 01st November, 
1886 which is the official birthday of Ananda College, 
the name of the school was given when it moved to 
its present location in 1895. The founding of Ananda 
College was the high point of the national revival, which 
stretched through the 19thand 20thcenturies. 

Urging educational advancement upon Ceylon 
Buddhists, he succeeded in establishing 03 colleges 
and 250 schools, a herculean task made possible 
largely due to his untiring efforts and single minded 
dedication to the cause.

A splendid monument of noble work is what he left 
behind when he passed away on 17th February 1907.

On a personal note, by now you have heard about my 
life's journey in detail, as read out to you by my school 
mate Prof. Hiran Amarasekera.

As I matured as a person, as I came up in my chosen 
profession, as I walked throughdifferent phases in life, 
many things have changed but what has remained the 
same is my heartfelt appreciation of the enriching time 
I spent at Ananda College. I am at a loss to express the 
gratitude I feel towards this great institution. 

My beloved school, my Alma Mater, Ananda College I 
pay tribute to you. 

That being said, let's move on to my presentation titled

Olcott Oration 2020
By former Director General of Health Services Dr. Anil Jasinghe

"It must have been quite challenging to organize an event of 
this scale under the “new normalcy”. Of course I had my part 
to play inbringing about this new normalcy during my tenure 
as Director General of Health Services."
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Sri Lanka’s Response to a Global 
Pandemic COVID 19 – A Strategic 
Perspective

I wish to share my experience as the then Director 
General of Health Services of Sri Lanka in our fight 
against this global pandemic, and I have restricted my 
insights, opinions and views to the time I performed in 
the capacity of DGHS, namely from January 2020 to 
mid-August 2020. This was the period during which Sri 
Lanka faced the initial outbreak of COVID 19, managed 
to successfully control the spread of it and the country 
returned to a new normalcy, preserving the safety and 
wellbeing of the nation.

Let me take you through the different phases, the 
strategies formulated, the mechanisms put in place and 
the actions initiated by us as a country. 

I will commence with the incident in Wuhan in China 
which is where the story begins. 

China, for the first-time reported Coronavirus epidemic 
in Wuhan to the World Health Organization (WHO) on 
31st December 2019. 

This disease has been in existence in China at least from 
November, and has been recognized as pneumonia of 
unknown origin.

The market in Wuhan City was closed on 1st of 
January 2020 where the patients were believed to have 
originated from. After 23 days, on 23rd January 2020, 
the Wuhan City was locked down. 

As there was a time lag to lock down the Wuhan City, 
the disease was spread to other areas, and China had to 
make tremendous efforts to control it. 

First Novel Corona Virus patient outside China was 
reported in Thailand on 13th January 2020. 

Today, Thailand is recognized as one of the leading 
countries that controlled Covid-19 successfully. This 
success has been attributed to the early and steady 
actions taken by the Government of Thailand.

For example, just 3 days after Wuhan reporting the 
outbreak, Thailand set up thermal scanning in Airports. 
Contact tracing was given priority over difficult mass 
screening. In Thailand, the number of reported cases 
was low. Some were skeptical if the low number of 
reported cases was due to insufficient testing. However, 
since there hasn’t been a sharp rise in unexplained 
deaths, the official reports appeared to be correct. 

We witnessed Covid-19 rapidly spreading across the 
world. By 14th November 2020, the disease has already 
spread to 225 countries in the world. North and south 
America has been worst affected The Asian Region is 
not far behind. The first Covid-19 patient in Sri Lanka 
was diagnosed on the 28th January 2020, who was 
a Chinese tourist. The first Sri Lankan patient was 
diagnosed on 11th March 2020. 

A technical committee chaired by the Director General 
of Health Services (DGHS) was established as early as 
14th of January 2020. Lengthy discussions took place 

at the Technical Committee to identify the way forward 
for Sri Lanka during the anticipated crisis. 

We analyzed the global as well as the regional Covid-19 
situation, with a special emphasis on China, Italy and 
South Korea in order to identify the best strategies for 
Sri Lanka.

As early as 15th of March, we proposed the following 
strategies to control Covid-19 in Sri Lanka to His. 
Excellency the President through the Hon. Minister of 
Health: 
1.	 Emergency mechanism to restrict the movement of 

the public even to the extent of locking down. 
2.	 Advice people to stay home as much as possible. 
3.	 Non-essential workforce to stay home without 

reporting to work. 
4.	 Establishing mechanisms to maintain essential 

services. 
5.	 Air restrictions from high risk countries. 

These strategies were well received by H.E. the 
President. Early actions were implemented based on the 
above strategies. 

Our two guiding principles were, at the outset, the 
prevention of introduction of Coronavirus to Sri Lanka, 
and later the prevention of spread of Coronavirus in 
Sri Lanka. Though at one point we failed to stop the 
virus entering Sri Lanka, I believe by adopting the first 
principle, we were able to buy time to increase our 
readiness for the disease.

On 25th of January 2020, the health steering committee 
chaired by the Hon. Minister of Health was established. 
On the same day, thermal screening was activated at the 
ports of entry, and the PCR facilities were established at 
the Medical Research Institute (MRI). 

It should be noted that Sri Lanka was one of the first 
countries in the South East Asian Region to develop its 
capacity to diagnose Covid-19. 

On 29th of January, issuing of online visa by Sri Lanka 
was suspended. By 30th of January, on the quarantine 
front, the first quarantine center was established at the 
Army camp at Diyathalawa. 

I believe that it would be clear to you by now that by the 
time the WHO declared Covid-19 outbreak as a public 
health emergency of international concern (PHIEC), Sri 
Lanka has already taken most of the necessary actions 
to combat the spread of the pandemic. On 2nd February, 
health declaration form for inbound passengers was 
introduced at the Bandaranaike International Airport, 
initially for returnees from China and then expanded to 
all countries. 

On the curative front, by 10th February, twelve hospitals 
were initially identified with isolation facilities to treat 
Covid-19 patients, and the number was increased over 
time. 

In addition to Infectious Disease Hospital in Angoda, 
we transformed certain hospitals as Covid treatment 
facilities, starting from Welikanda and Iranawila. These 
hospitals were established at strategic locations.

From 24th February, we started following up on persons 
returning from overseas for 14 days, by Public Health 
Inspectors at their residences. 

On 18th March, the DGHS delegated powers vested 
upon him by the Quarantine and Disease Prevention 
Ordinance to the Inspector General of Police for the 
Covid-19 control activities. 

On the same day, the entire country was declared a 
disease locality. On 20th March, Covid-19 was declared 
a quarantinable disease. Another gazette was released 
on 11th April pertaining to the disposition of confirmed 
and suspected Covid-19 diseased. 

This Ordinance which was enacted way back in 1897 
proved to be still viable. 

With timely implemented public health activities, the 
country was able to successfully control the Covid-19 
clusters which emerged from time to time, such as the 
Italy returnees cluster, Suduwella cluster, Keselwaththa 
Cluster, Navy Cluster, Repatriates Cluster and 
Kandakadu Cluster. 

By 17th August 2020, the cumulative number of 
Covid-19 patients in Sri Lanka stood at 2895 cases of 
which 2765 were already recovered. This resulted in 
rock bottom 130 active cases with a recovery rate of 
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95.5%, which was a remarkable achievement for any 
country. Up to this date, only 11 deaths were reported, 
giving a case fatality rate of 0.38%, which again was 
one of the lowest rates in the world. Out of the patients, 
there were 1045 primary cases and 1716 secondary 
cases. The fact that only 233 tertiary cases resulted 
from 1716 secondary cases speaks volumes about the 
success of Covid control in Sri Lanka. 

In this graph, the orange line indicates the cumulative 
cases over time. The blue line indicates cumulative 
number of recovered cases over time. The gap between 
the orange and blue line at a given time indicates the 
number of active cases for that day. You can see that 
gap expanding and narrowing down at various points. 
The narrowest point shows the situation just before 
the onset of the Kandakadu cluster. With the control 
of Kandakadu cluster, you could see that the gap once 
again narrows down in the mid-August. 

This composite bar chart comparing ten countries 
shows the number of days taken for every five hundred 
cases to double. In the graph, you can see that Sri 
Lanka has taken more days to double every five 
hundred cases than the other countries. This graph 
is a testimony to the fact that Sri Lanka was far more 
successful in Covid-19 control with respect to the other 
nine countries in comparison.

When reflecting back on the Covid-19 control activities 
in Sri Lanka, some cardinal attributes of the success 
could be identified as follows. 

The main attribute was the historically strong 
time-tested public health system. Strong systems 
need strong leadership. Therefore, the able 
political leadership provided by H.E. the president 
GotabhayaRajapakse and the government was a key 
contributing factor for this success. Kind of apolitical 
approach to the problem, quick appraisal of the nature 
of the problem and decisiveness were cardinal features 
of his Excellency. On the other hand, Hon. Minister of 
Health facilitated the entire process.

The principles of epidemiology were put into practice 
early and decisively through implementing evidence-
based disease control strategies. For instance, 
promoting physical distancing, admission of all 
positive patients to a health facility, intensive contact 
tracing, stringent quarantine mechanism, targeted PCR 
testing and effective use of the Quarantine and Disease 
Prevention Ordinance were among such evidence-
based strategies. Out of these, the decision to admit 
all Covid-19 patients to a health care facility was of 
paramount importance to curb the spread. 

The strategy of PCR testing in Sri Lanka was different 
from that of a country with social transmission of the 
disease. When South Korea went rampant on PCR 
testing, there were voices stating that in Sri Lanka 
testing was insufficient. There were two reasons why 
South Korea had to depend heavily on PCR testing. 
One is the social transmission of the disease and the 
other was the absence of a public health system in that 
country. In contrary, Sri Lanka was at the level of cluster 

transmission and the disease was well under control. 
Also, as mentioned earlier, Sri Lanka has a well knitted 
public health system with a field arm. Therefore, the 
targeted PCR testing was the key in Sri Lanka. 

However, we realized that we had to increase the PCR 
capacity, and we have been doing that throughout. 

The core strengths of organizations were called into 
action through a whole of government and whole of 
society approach. 

The role played by the Sri Lankan Army in quarantine 
and the role played by the State Intelligence Service 
(SIS) in contact tracing was unparalleled, and without 
their services, the mission would have been quite 
difficult. 

The WHO, the development partners, private sector 
and civil society actively contributed to address 
the challenges effectively and efficiently during the 
outbreak. 

The technical inputs of experts were given serious 
weight and consideration when making public health 
decisions. Health care workers rising to the occasion 
with compassion and care made the fight against 
Covid-19 vibrant. 

Effective management of media through a 
comprehensive risk communication strategy worked 
well for us. At the initial stages, when the social media 
was creating a negative impact our tactic of providing 
lead stories on a daily basis to main stream media 
worked really well. With time, mainstream and social 
media both contributed productively to the cause. 

During lockdown, the government developed 
mechanisms to distribute essential goods and maintain 
essential services.The Task Force headed by Mr. Basil 
Rajapakse spearheaded this process. In taking decisions 
vital to people, he did not leave health authorities. The 
home delivery of pharmaceuticals to the patients by 
hitherto non-operational postal service due to Covid 
was an innovative solution of tremendous worth. There 
were many such innovative solutions made to address 
complex problems. 

Sri Lanka is a country with a significant proportion of 
overseas workers. Owing to the global Covid situation, 
the government took right measures to repatriate them 
in a systematic manner, creating a safe corridor so that 
the virus did not spread from them. 

Still, during lockdown period, Sri Lanka introduced the 
‘Workplace Guidelines on Prevention of Covid-19 in 
Workplaces’ to sustain the economy and wellbeing of 
people. With the country situation improving, Sri Lanka 
started introducing exit criteria. The concept of new 
normalcy was introduced to the society in the month of 
June to embrace the new safety culture with life moving 
on. 

Sri Lanka has gone down in history as one of the few 
countries which held a successful election under 
strict Covid health guidelines. In the month of June, 
‘Health guidelines for conducting the Elections 
amidst COVID-19 outbreak’ were released by the 
Ministry of Health and Indigenous Medical Services 
in collaboration with the Elections Commission of Sri 
Lanka. The parliamentary election was held on 05th of 
August 2020 with all Sri Lankans setting an example of 
adherence to health guidelines. 

With all this emphasis on the new normalcy which 
requires committed discipline from authorities and 
public alike, we witnessed certain lapses and excesses 
in the society. The country at times seemed to have 
taken for granted the limited freedom that was on offer. 
Certain events and breaches of ‘New Normalcy’ further 
paved the way for the disaster waiting to happen which 
was rather unfortunate.

In this context, a 2-month period of virus free status, 
other than among the repatriates, ended in the sudden 
eruption of an unprecedented Minuwangoda cluster 
followed by the Fish Market cluster. 

In conclusion however, I remain positive that our 
country leadership, health care system and all other 
stakeholders, backed by the public will once again be 
able to rise victorious over the second outbreak  

Olcott Oration 2020

I remain positive that our country leadership, health care 
system and all other stakeholders, backed by the public will 
once again be able to rise victorious over the second outbreak

Compiled by Old Anandian
Shashika Jayathilake
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Reminiscence of one of the oldest 
living Past Presidents of ACOBA.
They say “Old wine tastes better”. Having spent an 
illustrious carrier both in state and private sector and also 
having contributed very much for the development of the 
Old Boys Association and being bestowed as the president 
of the Old Boy’s Union, Mr. Asoka De Z Gunasekera is now 
spending his time recollecting some of the significant and 
noteworthy things he has completed and achieved. The 
Editorial committee has had the fortune of spending an 
interesting time with him and following are some excerpts 
of our interview. 

How would you recall your childhood, parents 
and even your other members of the family?
“I was born to a respective family in Kosgoda area where, 
my father - Wijayapala Gunasekara who was a Lawyer and 
my mother was Leela Gunasekera who was a housewife. I 
have two sisters and an elder bother who’s also a Lawyer by 
profession. Most of my childhood was spent in Kosgoda.”

How did you make your way to Ananda?
“My father was an old Anandian but for my kindergarden 
and early Primary education, I was admitted to St. Thomas’ 
Prep. School in Colombo 03. However, my father wanted 
to put me to Ananda and subsequently, I had the fortune 
of entering Ananda College and also soliciting a place in 
the Ananda hostel. During my time, I had the privilege of 
associating the Two Principals, Mr. Karunananda and later 
Col. G.W. Rajapakse.”

Is there anything more you can mention during 
your time at Ananda?
“I recall during my time, there was this two prominent 
figures Mr. J.R.P. Sooriyapperuma and the leading Lawyer 
Mr. Gomin Dayasiri who later was my bestman. Although 
I did not take part much in extra curricular activities, I 
practically took part in all events in some way. Then I 
completed my A levels successfully and got selected to the 
Law College where the Law profession was a backbone in 
my family.”

Can you elaborate your carrier after being 
admitted as a Lawyer?
“Well, upon completion of my studies I started working with 
De Silva and Mendis Law firm which was at that time one 
of the few established and known Law firms. There I have 
completed a successful carrier in commercial Law then I 
was invited by the late President Mr. J.R. Jayawardene to 
join the public service in 1977. And that was a turning point 
in my carrier. So I started off as a coordinating Secretary to 
the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunication and thereafter, 
as a legal advisor to Ministries of Power and Energy and 
Highways. Finally, I had the privilege of been appointed as 
the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Policy Planning 
and Implementation and also as the Secretary to the 
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunication. One interesting 
thing was, I had the opportunity of working under three 
Presidents - Mr. J.R. Jayawardene, Mr. R. Premadasa 
and Mr. D.B. Wijethunga. Actually, during my time as the 

Secretary to the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunication, 
I initiated some reforms to restructure the postal service and 
also to privatize the telecommunication services. Finally, 
you can now see how Sri Lanka Telecom Limited has 
expanded and also making head way in communication 
technology. Going further, I had also initiated the formation 
of Telecom Regulatory Commission and the Telecom 
Services Limited.

While I was involved in Ministry affairs, I was also called 
into the Boards of Corporation where, the government had 
some interests and I can remember I was the Chairman of 
the Lanka Ashok Leyland at that time. And also a Director 
of Hilton Colombo and even Colombo Renaissance Hotel.”

We know that at one point, you have joined the 
private sector and also held responsible positions 
in some business bodies. Would you like to tell 
us about your involvements there?
“Well having spent considerable years with the government 
set up, when I wanted to retire I was invited by IWS Holdings 
to work as a Director in charge of 18 subsidiary companies 
and worked with them close to about 20 years. Please also 
add a note that I became the President of National Chamber 
of Commerce in Sri Lanka and even the Chairman of 
Ceylon National Chamber of Industries. When you look 
at my exposure on global affairs, I even served as the 
Chairman of the Indian Ocean Rim Summit and also been 
an active member of the Asia Pacific Telecommunication 
general assemblies.”

Now, we understand that you have been a quite 
busy body during your time and how did you 
make your way to Ananda College Old Boy’s 
Association?
“Actually, I joined the OBA under the Presidentship of Mr. 
Ranapala Bodinagoda. Dear brother, that was the time 
that we all started work to build Ananda swimming pool 
by acquiring the adjacent land. And then, went on holding 
some key positions in the management committee under 
presidents of Dr. Pandu Liyanage and then Mr. Chandra De 

Soysa thereafter I think Col. Para Molligoda. Eventually, I 
took over the presidency from Dr. Ranjith Cabral in 2001. 
My wife was also very supportive towards my OBA 
activities and finally, during my tenure we formed the 
Ananda Ladies club which I think is operative even now. 
But I lost my contacts on that (with a laugh). 

During my time, I can remember that we started the 
refurbishment of Kularatne Hall with modern amenities. 
Of course, that went on for sometime. One more thing, 
during my time we found Old Anandians Lawyers guild 
as an affiliated group where, Mr. Gomin Dayasiri was the 
inaugural president.”

Your social involvements doesn't stop with 
Ananda OBA but you're an active member of the 
Lions club. We would be happy to have some 
insight there.
“Well my involvement with Lions club started almost parallel 
with my involvement in Ananda OBA. Was a member of the 
Lions club of Nugegoda and since then I have held various 
positions in the Lions hierarchy and finally became the 
District Govermor in 1983/1984. There were so many other 
awards that I won during that time, like the Melvin Jones 
fellowship award, International Presidential medal, etc. I 
was later elected to the International Board of Directors in the 
capacity of Vice Chairman on membership development in 
2003/2005. My most memorable achievement in Lionistic 
carrier was the time we opened the Lions Vision for sight 
hospital - ‘Neth Setha’, providing treatments free of charge 
for under privileged people. I still recall this.

How satisfied are you with your achievements?
“You know I still recognize and believe my bringing up at 
Ananda has paid way for me to excel in my carrier later 
on. And I still associate and move with the friends that I 
met at Ananda and you coming again and giving me an 
opportunity to recall my memories in life in whatever way 
also gave me a comfort feeling that there’s a value for what 
I did.”

Our interview with Past President, Asoka Gunasekera has 
been a very memorable event and although he was not 
very sound in expressing himself due to his current health 
situation, he was very particular in expressing certain 
events and occasions stressing the importance of them. 
On behalf of the editorial committee and the ACOBA, may 
we wish Past President Asoka Gunasekera good health and 
long life to continue our association.
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wdkkao úoHd,hSh úydr uka†rh 
m%;sixialrKh lsÍu i`oyd ,o 
wkq.%dyl odhl;ajh 
jr®I 1886 fkdjeïnr® ui 01 osk werö mqrd jir 
134 la uqΩ,af,a ,lauj ikyd,ñka YS% ,dxlSh cd;sh 
by< ;,hlg Tijd ;nkakg ksr;=rej †˙ foñka 
il<úO lafIa;%hkays kshuqjka fuu uõ fmd<jg 
odhdo lrñka wkNsnjKSh hq. fufyjrl ksr; 
wdkkao úoHd,h kï jq fy< fnd≥ ;lai,dfõ 
wNsudkKSh ixfla;h kï wk| nq≥ ue≥rhs'

jr®I 1953 ckjd˙ ui 23 †k tjlg Y%S ,xld 
w.%dud;Hjr .re vâ,s fiakdkdhl ue;s;=udf.a 
iqr;ska uq,a., ;nd" ieoeye;s idOq ckhdf.a 
fkduiqre wdOdr /ia fldg ˆúydr idOl iñ;sh˜ 
la yryd ir®j{ Od;=ka jykafia,d ksOka fldg 
mqcHmdo l,dY+̄  wdpdr®h udm,.u úmq,idr 
kdysñmdKka jykafia úiska ksr®ñ; iudê nqoaO 
m%;sud jykafiag /ljrkh i,ik oU|sj  
uq,.kaOl=á úydrfha wdlD;sh mokï fldg f.k 
jr®I 16 la ;=, ;kd ksu l< nqoaO uka†rh  
B'ta fmareisxy ú≥y,am;s;=ukaf.a md,k ld,fha 
° jr®I 1969 udr®;= ui 06 jk †k tjlg Y%S 
,xld w.%dKavqldr ú,shï f.dm,a,j ue;s;=ukaf.a 
iqr;ska újD; fldg fï jir jk úg jir 52 la 
.; ù we;'

úydr uka†rh újD; fldg jir 10 la muK hk 
úg c, ldka≥jla ksid m¨≥ we;sjkakg jqfhka j˙ka 
jr m%;sixialrK l< o tajd °r®> ld,Sk m%;sM, ,nd 
° fuys ,d wiu;a jqfhka jr®I 1996 wf.daia;= ui 
17 jk †k tjlg wdoS wkka°h fn!oaO ix.ufha 
m%Odk iNdm;s hiiṡ  lia;=̇ wdrÉÑ uy;d úiska 
remsh,a úis;=ka ,laIhl ^re' 2"300"000$-& mqr®K 
odhl;ajh orñka kùlD; úydr uka†rh w;smqcH 
n,xf.dv wdkkao ffu;%sh uy kdysñmdKka 
jykafiaf.a mskanr iqr;ska h,s újD; l< w;r" 
kej;;a jr®I 2008 ° tlai;a rdcOdksfha 
wdkkao wd† YsIH ix.uh remsh,a ñ,shk foll  
^re' 2"000"000$-& iïmqr®K uq,H odhl;ajh 
orñka úydr uka†rh ms<silr lrk ,†'

tfukau 2013 jir jk úg ;†ka m%;sixialrK 
wjYH;djh u;=jqfhka wdkkaofhka ìys jq úYsIag 
bxcsfkarejre yd b†ls̄ ï ms<sn| úfYaI{hska 
yryd idlÉcd jg lsysmhla meje;a jq wd† wdkka°h 
fn!oaO ix.uh tu jifr® iema;eïnr® ui 25 jk 
†k úoHd,hSh l=,r;ak Yd,dfõ ° /iaùula meje;a 

jq w;r tys ° mqΩ,a m%;sixialrKhla ;=<ska †.= 
ld,Sk meje;aug i˙,k m˙† úYsIag f,i úydr 
uka†rh kùlrKh i|yd wdoS wdkka°h ;s,la o 
is,ajd uy;d úiska m˙;Hd. l< remsh,a ñ,shk 10 
la o we;=Ωj remsh,a ñ,shk 28'5 l uqo,la tla  
/ia lrkakg iu;a jq w;r tu uqof,a 
odhl;ajfhka wiṡ u;a f,i kùlD; úydr uka†rh  
wia.ṡ  mdr®Yjfha Ys%u;a uydkdhl Oqrh 
oerE  w;smqcH Wvq.u YS% nqoaOrlaÅ;dNsOdk uy 
kdysñmdKka jykafiaf.a mskanr iqr;ska jr®I 2014 
udr®;= ui 04 jk †k m%:u mqfcda;aijhla mj;ajd 
ieuf.a jkaokdjg h,s újD; úh '

óg 52 jirlg fmr fld<U k.rfha yd wjg 
m˙irfha mej;s ;;ajhg jvd yd;amiskau fjkia 
r:jdyk ;onofhka yd ckdlSr®K ;;ajfhka 
YíO yd jdhq ¥IKhkag uqyqK foñka" is≥jk 
iajNdúl úm˙Kduhkag uqyqK foñka wo jk 
úg úydr uka†rh h,s;a j;djla ms<silr ls̄ fï 
wjYH;djhka u;=j we;s njg úfYaI{ u;h ù 
we;' ta i|yd remsh,a ñ,shk 10 l muK uqo,la 
jeh fj;ehs .Kka n,d we;s w;r wm rfÜ j;auka 
ckm;s;=ud jk w;s.re f.daGdNh rdcmlaI 
ue;s;=ukaf.a mgka úúO lafIa;% ksfhdackh lrñka 
oeh kxjkakg †˙h ≥ka yd foñka isák w;s 
úYsIag wk| mq;=ka yg ksrka;r wdYsr®jdoh ,en 
≥ka udyeÛs W;a;=x. jQ iqúY=oaO mska ìu jk Y%S 
,xldfõ †klg jeäu fofkla je∫ï ms≥ñ lrk 
YS% ,xldfõ úYsIag;u nqoaO uka†rh jk wdkkao 
úoHd,hSh úydr uka†rh wkd.; mrmqr fjkqfjka 
iqrlaId lr .ekSug läkñka m%;sixialrKh lr 
.ekSu i|yd odhl;ajh ,nd fok fuka ieoeye;s 
fn!oaO ck uq, kdhlfhl= jk nqoaO Ydik 
wd.ñl yd ixialD;sl lghq;= úIh Ndr wud;H 
.re w.%dud;H uyskao rdcmlaI ue;s;=uka yuqù  
b,a,SulA l<d'

fï w;r fuu Wodr lghq;A; i|yd úoHd,hSh wdos 
YsIH ix.uh remsh,a ñ,shkhla o wdos  wkka°h 
2005 lKAvdhu remsh,a ,laI 05 la o mqcHmdo 
osúhd.y hiiais kdysñmdKka jykafia úiska 
remsh,a ,laI 01 la o wdos wkkaoSh fn!oaO ix.uh 
fj; m˙;Hd. lrñkA wkq.%dyl;Ajh ,nd≥ks' 



9

SATI PASALA MINDFULNESS 
INITIATIVE
Introducing Mindfulness to the 
Education Curriculum
- Inaugural Ceremony, Kularatne Hall- Ananda College.
 

The Sati Pasala Foundation aims in sharing Mindfulness with students, teachers, school and 
university communities, as well as those in other relevant sectors. It is a non-profit organization 
which is non-income generating, volunteer based and is entirely managed through donor 
funding. It is free from ethnic, religious and political dimensions, and promotes unity and 
harmony amongst all communities and people. 

The practice of Mindfulness is broadly popular 
and has been integrated into the Education system 
across the western world in developed countries.

Sati Pasala Foundation is focused at establishing 
Mindfulness in Sri Lanka in a formal and a 
systematic manner. The Program which was 
initiated in 2016 has introduced Mindfulness to 
10% of the schools across the Island within the 
last 5 years. 

The Sati Pasala Mindfulness Initiative was 
officially endorsed for incorporation into the State 
Education Curriculum on the 3rd of February, at 
the Kularatne Hall, Ananda College by the Hon 
Minister of Education.

The Spiritual Advisor and Founder of Sati 
Pasala, Chief Abbot of Mitirigala Nissarana 
Vanya Monastery Most Venerable Uda 
Eriyagama Dhammajiva Maha Thero ,Hon. 
Minister of Education Prof. G L Peiris, Minister 
of State Education Reform, Distance Education 
Promotion Mr. Susil Premajayantha, Secretary 
to the Ministry of Education Prof. Kapila Perera 
and many other distinguished guests including 
the Principal of Ananda College participated for 
this inaugural event. 

The event was a huge success with the 
commitment by the Sati Pasala team and the 
much-valued cooperation of Ananda College 
Principal, teachers, team of prefects and other 
school authorities.

The respective selection of Ananda College 
for this important inauguration comes with 
great significance, as a school which is a 
pride for the country and having a history of 
great achievements and monumental value for 
the entire nation. Furthermore, as some key 
members of the Executive Committee of the 
Sati Pasala Foundation are outstanding past 
pupils of Ananda College, it made the choice 
more appropriate for the launch event. 

We at Sati Pasala, believe that the Mindfulness 
Initiative would fulfill the much-needed wellbeing 
of the school children in future and wish to 
continue our efforts to spread the noble message 
across the country.

On the 11th of February , Two Young Old 
Anandians from 2014 & 2015 batches namely 
Oshada Ratnaweera and Paveen Vithanage 
donated 250 PP Kits, 500 Face Mark’s and 50 
Face Shield’s to Principal Mr. S.M.Keerthirathne 
and SDS Teacher in charge at  the Centenary 
Building.
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wk|h fmdn l< W;a;Í;r .=re ;rejlf.a kñka 
cd;sl YsIHNg n,ldhg wNsfhda.;d l=i,dkhla' 
wdkkaofhau ismai;r yodrd tys m%Odk YsIH kdhlhd ù YsIHNg LKavfha ierhkajrhd ù miq lf,l 
.=re jD;a;shg tlaj wdkkaofhau lS%vd m˙md,l jrfhl=" ksfhdacH ú≥y,am;s jrfhl=" fukau 1969 isg 
1980 jir olajd lSr®;su;au ú≥y,am;sjrfhl= f,i o fiajh lrñkA wdkkaoh b;d by< ;,hlg Tijd 
;nkakg lghq;= l<d jQ o ta w;r;=r ld,fhau tkï 1969-1973 olajd YS% ,xld YsIHNg n,ldfha 
wOHCIjrfhl= f,i o wkNsnjKSh hq. fufyjrla bgq l< fikam;s cS'ví rdcmCI ue;s;=udf.a ckau 
†kh o ffofjdam.; f,i fh° ;snqfKa jr®I 1920 foieïnr® ui 31 jk †k neúka t;=udf.a 100 jk 
ckau †k ieureu o miq.sh jifr® tkï 2020 jifr® foieïnr® ui 31 jk †kg fh° ;snqKs'

wdkkao úoHd,fha YsIHNg lghq;= wdrïN lrk 
,oafoa jr®I 1920 ° nj;a" miq.sh jirg tkï 
2020 jirg wm úoHd,hSh YsIHNg LKavh 
ishjila iemsrE nj;a miq.sh §wdkkaoh¶ mqj;a 
iÛrdfjka wm Tnj oekqj;a lf<uq' wdkkaofhau 
ismai;r yodrd tys m%Odk YsIH kdhlhd ù YsIHNg 
LKavfha ierhkajrhd ù miq lf,l .=re jD;a;shg 
tlaj wdkkaofhau lS%vd m˙md,l jrfhl=" ksfhdacH 

ú≥y,am;s jrfhl=" fukau 1969 isg 1980 jir 
olajd lSr®;su;au ú≥y,am;sjrfhl= f,i o fiajh 
lrñkA wdkkaoh b;d by< ;,hlg Tijd 
;nkakg lghq;= l<d jQ o ta w;r;=r ld,fhau 
tkï 1969-1973 olajd YS% ,xld YsIHNg n,ldfha 
wOHCIjrfhl= f,i o wkNsnjKSh hq. fufyjrla 
bgq l< fikam;s cS'ví rdcmCI ue;s;=udf.a ckau 
†kh o ffofjdam.; f,i fh° ;snqfKa jr®I 1920 

foieïnr® ui 31 jk †k neúka t;=udf.a 100 jk 
ckau †k ieureu o miq.sh jifr® tkï 2020 
jifr® foieïnr® ui 31 jk †kg fh° ;snqKs' 

uõìu iqrlskakg ùfrdaodr rKúre mrmqrla ,lauj 
fj; wk| uõ ;=ref<ka odhdo lrkAkg wem lem jQ 
fï uyd ùrhdg ±laúh yels W;a;u Wmydrh ms°u 
i|yd ta wkqj fmruqK .ekSu iq≥iq nejq m<uqfjkau 
is;g ke.=fka rdcmCI ú≥y,am;s ;=ukaf.a 
u.fmkaùfuka ish †úh wdf,dalj;a lr.;a;d jQ o 
jr®I 1969 ° wdkkaofha m<uq YsIHNg ;+r®hjdol 
LKavfha ierhka jrhd f,i lghq;= l<d jQ o" 
jr®;udkfha wd† wdkka°h YsIHNg ;+r®hjdol 
LKavfha j;auka iNdm;s" lSr®;su;a jHdmd˙lfhl= 
jk chr;ak iuQy jHdmdrfha wêm;s foaYudkH 
.dñKS chr;ak ue;s;=udg h' tu is;sú,a, m%ldrj 
wdkka°h YsIH Ng ;+r®h jdol LKavfha 3 jk 
khlhd jQ rù udifldard< uy;d  yryd  lSr®;su;a 
wd† wdkka°h fcHIaG kS;S{ uyskao o ,ekfrda,a 
uy;df.kA ,o WmfoaYd;aul woyilA wkqj 
jr®Ihla mdid rkagefò cd;sl YsIHNg n,ld mqyqKq 
m˙Y%fha meje;afjk §yr®ukaÆia¶ l=i,dkh i|yd 
iuia; ,xldfõu mdi,a YsIHNg lKav iyNd.s jk 
l|jqfr® iEu w;skau oCI;u YsIH Nghd ^The Best 
Cadet& Ng mṡ keóu i|yd §lr®k,a cS'ví' rdcmCI 
wNsfhda. Y+r;dj¶ kñka l=i,dkhla cd;sl YsIHNg 
n,ldh fj; ms<s.ekaùug wd† wdkka°h YsIHNg 
;+r®hjdol LKavh l,amkd l<d'

tA wkqj rù udifldard< uy;d úiskA fïcr® 
fckrd,a or®Yk fyÜáwdrÉÑ uy;d yryd tjlg 
cd;sl YsIH Ng n,ldfha wOHCIjrhd f,i lghq;= 
l< lSr®;su;a wd† kd,ka†fhl= jQ fïcr® fckrd,a 
rejka l=,;=x. ue;s;=ud ^j;auka cd;sl nqoaê 
wOHCI& yg fuu woyi b†˙m;a l< w;r cS'ví' 
rdcmCI ue;s∫kaf.a kdhl;aj ,CIK ms<sn|j ;u 
f.!rjKSh w;S;djr®ckhka o b†˙m;a lrñka 
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t;=ukaf.a mQr®K wkque;sh yd wdYsr®jdoh o fï 
i|yd ysñúh'

bkA wk;=rej Ñ;%dks .=Kr;ak ue;sKshf.a 
u.fmkAùfukA y∫kd .;A" fldai, r;akdhl kï jQ 
lkao Wvrg m†xÑ w;s oCI iïudkKSh ksr®udK 
Ys,amshd ,jd fuu wk.s l=i,dkh .dñKS chr;ak 
ue;s;=udf.a mQr®K Ok m˙;Hd.fhka wkA;r®cd;sl 
m%ñ;sfhkA hq;=j ksr®udKh fldg 2020 foieïnr® 
28 jk †k uykqjr isg wdkkao úoHd,fha nqoaO 
uka†rh fj; f.keú;a .re;r uyd iÛrejkf.a 
fi;amṡ ;a wdYsr®jdofhka n,.kajd .re ú≥y,am;s 
tia'tï' lSr®;sr;ak ue;s;=ud iy wd† YsIH ix.ufha 
.re iNdm;s ≥Iauka; lrkakdf.dv ue;s;=udf.a o 
wdYsr®jdoh fuu lghq;a;g ,nd.kakg fh≥Kd' 

jr®I 2020 foieïnr® ui 31 jk †k cd;sl YsIH 
Ng n,ld uQ,ia:dkfha mej;s w;s .dïNSr fukau 
pdï W;aijhl ° fuu l=i,dkh wd† wdkka°h 
YsIH Ng ;+r®h jdol LKavfha j;auka iNdm;s 
foaYudkH .dñKS chr;ak ue;s;=ud w;ska cd;sl 
YsIH Ng n,ldh fj; Ndr°u is≥ l< w;r fuu 
ft;sydisl wjia:dfõ ° m%Odk wdrdê;hd f,i 
fikam;s cS'ví' rdcmCI ú≥y,am;s;=udf.a  fijfka 
ys| ish kdhl;aj l=i,;d jvd jr®Okh lr.;a 
lSr®;su;a wd† wdkka°h rKúre kshjuqfjl= jQ o" 
jr®;udkfha cd;sl wdrCIdj ms<sn| j.lSu lr Wr 
ord .;a;d jQ o" u;al=vq fukau md;d,h ur®okh 
ls̄ fï oejeka; ls%hdkaú;hg ils%hj wK fokakd jQ 
o" wdrCIl  wud;HdxYfha f,alï fckrd,a lu,a 
.=Kr;ak ue;s;=udj iyNd.S lr .kakg ,eîu 
wdkkaohgu uy;a wNsudkhla jQ w;r t;=uka 

fckrd,a OQrhg Wiia ùfuka miq iyNd.s jQ m<uq 
W;aijh fuh ùu o úfYaI;ajhla jqKd' wd† 
wdkka°h YsIHNg LKavh ksfhdackh lrñka rù 
udifldard<" lr®k,a iuka chúl%u" fïcr® fckrd,a 
or®Yk fyÜáwdrÉÑ" fïcr® fckrd,a okkacs;a 
lreKdr;ak" thdr® jhsia udr®I,a rù chisxy" thdr® 
jhsia udr®I,a Wfoaks rdcmCI yd nqoaê ùrfldaka 
hk wh fuu isyskh h:dr®:hla njg m;alr,Sug 
iqúfYaIS odhl;ajhla oelajQy'

miq.sh ishjfil wdkkao YsIH Ng jHdmdrh ;=< 
wdkkaoh †kd.;a §yr®ukaÆia¶ l=i,dk 18 ka 09 
lau wdkkaohg †kd °ug LKavNdr ks,Od˙hd 
f,i wkNsnjKSh fufyjrla is≥ l< úY%dñl 
lr®k,a î'fla'fla'ã' úfcaisxy uy;d o fuys° 
ukrï w;S;djr®ckhla is≥ lrkakg fh≥Ks' cS'ví' 
rdcmlaI ue;s;=ukaf.a †hKsh jQ ruKs rdcmCI 
ue;Ksh o fuu wjia:djg iyNd.s jQ w;r mjqf,a 
{d;Ska fjkqfjka fl!Id,a  rdcmCI ue;s;=ud úiska 
fuu lr®;jHhg iqNdYsxik l;djlA tla lf<ah' 

igyk"
wd† wdkka°h
kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l
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wms uq,skau leu;shs Tn;=udf. 
foudmshka ms<sn|j  bmÿKq .ï m<d; 
.ek hula ±k.kak' 

Tõ' uf.a .u .ïmy †ia;s%lalh w;a;k.,a, 
m%foaYfha ˆfndame;a;˜ lshk .u' uu bm≥fka 
tfy' y˙hgu jr®I 1954 °' uf. ;d;a;d fiamd, 
rdcmCI' wïud la,e˙ia fmfr®rd rdcmCI' uf.a 
mjqf, jeäu,d uu' ug nd, u,a,s flfkl=hs 
kx.s,d fokafkl=hs bkakj'

fyd|hs t;fldg Tfí l=vd wj†h" 
uq,skau mdi,a .sh whqre tfyu;a wmg 
úia;r lf<d;a"  

uu l=vd ldf, .fï mqxÑ biafldaf,g .shd ug 
u;lhs' .=rej˙hla jqKq uf.a kekao ta ú≥yf,a 
ksfhdacH ú≥y,am;s ;=ñh' miafi wd† wdkka†fhla 
jqKq uf.a iShd iy wfma wdÉÑ ta ldf, m†xÑ 
fj,d Wkakq l=mamshdj;a; chfYaLrdrduh wi, 
ksjfi uu;a weú,a, kej;=Kd' m<uqfjkau ug 
we;=Ω fjkak Wfka ´,alÜ úoHd,hg' Bg miafi 3 
jk mka;sfh † wdkkaohg we;=,a jqKd' uf. u,a,s 
chka; rdcmCI kï fydaäfh mka;sfh b|,u 
wdkkafouhs bf.k .;af;' kx.s, fokak kï 
;reK jhfi†u újdy fj,d .fï u kej;=Kd' 

² Tfí iSh Tfí Ôúf;ag úYd, n,mEula 
fjkak we;s lsh, ug ysf;kj'   

Tõ' wksjdr®hfhkau uf. iSh wdkkafo bf.k 
f.k 1918 oS YS% ,xld ffjoH úoHd,hg;a 
f;areKd' jir folla bf.kSï lghq;=;a lrf.k 
hoa† Tyqf. mshd ñh hEu ksid Tyq mjqf, nr 
lrg wrka j.lSï orkak f.oru kej;=Kd' 
kej; bf.kSï lghq;= iïmQr®K lf<a keye' uf. 
;d;a;;a wdkkafouhs bf.k .;af;' wfma mjqf, 
mrïmrd 4la u wdkkafo' uf. u,a,sf. mq;d" ta 
jf.au udu, ú;rla fkfjhs' jr®;udk ksfhdacH 
ú≥y,am;s rka†l fmfr®rd uy;aud uf. wïuf. 
ifydaorhf. mq;d' 

iSh mqxÑ ldf, mdvï jev tfyu lsh, 
fokak we;s'    

Tjq' ug u;lhs jhi wjq' 08 b|, iSh ug 
f.oru b.ekakqjd' Th .Ks; l%u" ;s%fldaKh 
lshkafk fudllao@ jf.a foaj,a .ek ir,j lsh, 
≥kak' Tyqf.a tu n,mEu ksidu ug úoHd úIhka 
bf.k .kak Wkka≥j we;sjqKd' uu ys;kjd Tyqg 
w;ru. oS u. yereKq ffjoH isyskh Tyq ud 
;=,ska ienE lr.kak wfmaCId lrf.k bkak we;s'

b;ska ta iShdf.a wfmaCIdj bgq lrkak 
neß jqKd o@    

wdkkafo b.k .kak ldf, ug f,dl=u wNsfhda.h 
jqfka 9 mka;sfh† Wiia fm<g úIh f;dard .ksoa†' 
ffjoH úoHdj o@" .Ks;ho@ lshk fol w;r udj 
foda,kh jqKd' uu ysáfh 9 mka;sfh' wmg .Ks;h 
b.ekajQfõ fla'ã'tia' fmfr®rd ue;s;=ud' Th fya;=j 
ksid wfma uqΩ mka;shu .Ks; úIh f;dard.kak 
n,ka ysáfh' tl †kla ux.,cSj lshk .=re;=ud 
ug l:d lr, lsõj Thdg fyd|g rEm igyka 
w¢kak mqΩjka tfla úoHd úIhka yodrkak   
10 - B mka;shg tkak lsh,' uf. ys; hg;a 
lelEfrñka ;snqfK fldfyduo iShf. ySfk yenE 
lrkafk lsh,' 

kuq;a wjidfk /,a,g jf.a uu;a 10 - A mka;shg 
.shd .Ks; úIh f;dardf.k wdkkafo m%;dmj;a 
.=re fm!r®Ihl ysñ lrefjlA jqKq ùrr;ak 
.=re mshdKka ta mka;sh Ndrj lghq;= ls¯u;a ta 
;SrKhg ;j fya;=jla jqKd' 1972 iriú m%fõYh 
by<skau iu;a jqKd' 

Bg miafi fldfyduo wdkkafoka iuq 
wrka iriúhg we;=,a fjkafk'     

Tõ' uu 1974 fmnrjd˙ udfi † fudrgqj úYaj 
úoHd,hg we;=,a fj,d jir 04 la b;d fyd¢ka 
wOHhk lghq;= ksujd" Wiia f,i Wmdê m¯CIKh 
iu;a jqKd' Bg miafi flá l,la uu fudrgqj 
iriúfh iyldr l:sldpdr®h jrfhla f,i 
lghq;= lrk w;r;=r AIT fyj;a Asian Institute 
of Technology  wdh;kfhka YsIH;ajhla ,eîfuka 
miafi jeä≥r wOHdmkh yodrkak ;dhs,kaf;g 
.shd' uu tys† uf.a Ydia;%m;s Wmdêh ,nd .;a;' 
ta fjkqfjka uu b†˙m;a lrmq ksnkaOkh Wiia 
uÜgul ;snQ ksid 'International Journal of Solid & 
Structure'  ys m, flreKd' ta ú;rla fkfjhs th 
'American Society of Civil Engineers' lshk f,dal 
m%lg cr®k,fh;a m, flreKd' uf. ;dhs cd;sl 
WmfoaYl;=ud lsõjd Tn oeka or®YkY+¯ ta lshkafk 
Phd tl lrkak lsh,' ta i|yd ug ;dhs rcqf.ka 
mQr®K YsIH;ajhla ,enqKd' uu jir 02 lska Phd 
tl iïmQr®K l<d' ux ys;kafk isú,a bxcsfkare 

wk| uõ fijKska †˙ ,en" c.;a lSr®;sOr bx‚fkare    úfYaI{hl= f,iska f,dfjkau nqyquka ,o"  

YS% ,xldfõ wxl tfla mr®fhaIK   uy we≥rdfKda '''''  
uydpd¾h ksu,a rdcmCI 

§wdkkaoh˜ mqj;a iÕrdj 
;=,ska úúO lafIa;% ksfhdackh 
lrñka úYsIag;ajhg m;a 
wdÈ wdkka§hka ms<sn|j 
f.k tk ,sms ud,dfõ fujr 
bvlv fjkajkafka bxcsfkare 
úIh iïnkaO m%dudKsl 
W.f;l= fukau foia úfoia 
iqm;< iqúfYaIS úoajf;l= 
jQ o" j¾;udkfha ud,fò 
SLIIT wdh;kfha ksfhdacH 
Wml=,m;s;=uka jQ o" fcHIaG 
uydpdr®h ksu,a rdcmCI 
ue;s;=uka iuÕ l< iïuqL 
idlÉPdjlghs ''''
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wk| uõ fijKska †˙ ,en" c.;a lSr®;sOr bx‚fkare    úfYaI{hl= f,iska f,dfjkau nqyquka ,o"  

YS% ,xldfõ wxl tfla mr®fhaIK   uy we≥rdfKda '''''  
uydpd¾h ksu,a rdcmCI 

wxYfhka wvqu ldf,lska wdpdr®h Wmdêh iïmQr®K 
l< flkd uu'

±ka t;fldg Tn wdpd¾h ksu,a 
rdcmCI jqKd flá l,lska' Bg miqj 
fudlo jqfka'     

bka wk;=rej uu fmr,d ,xldjg tkak yooa† 
uf. WmfoaYl;=ud lsõjd weu˙ldj wdoS ngysr 
rgj,g .syska ;j;a oekqu †hqKq lrf.ku uf.a 
rgg hkak lsh,' ta wkqj Tyq ug lekvdfj Wkakq 
uydpdr®h meá%la fi,ajfodfr® j y∫kaj, fokj' 
Tyqf. u.fmkaùfuka uu Tgdjd k.rfha msysá 
Carleton úYaj úoHd,fh wdpdr®h uKav,hg 
nef|kj' ta 1983 oS' jirla muK .; jk úg 
ug úksfm.A k.rfha msysá Manitoba lshk úYaj 
úoHd,fhka YsIH;ajhla ,eì, uu thg iïnkaO 
fjkj' ta 1984 oS' tal ;uhs ngysr lekvdfj 
;shk bmerKsu isú,a bxcsfkare úYaj úoHd,h' 
uu jirla we;=<; ta lshkafk jr®I 1985 oS tu 
úYaj úoHd,fh iyldr uydpdr®h jrfhla njg 
m;afjkjd' jr®I 1990 oS Associate professor 
njg;a 1994 oS mQr®K uydpdr®h jrfhla njg;a 
m;a fjkj' ta ú;rla fkfjhs jr®I 1997 oS uu tu 
úYaj úoHd,fh bxcsfkare mSGfh isú,a bxcsfkare 
wOHhk wxYfh m%Odksh njg m;afjkj' ta 
;k;=rg m;a m<uqjk wdishd;slh jqfka uu' Th 
ú†yg Wiiaùï ,nñka uu tu úYaj úoHd,fh 
2000 jir jkf;la wjqre≥ 15 lau fiajh l<d' 

2000 jifrka miqj fldhs osYdjg o 
Tfí .ukau. fjkia fjkafk'     

Tjq tal álla úfYaI ikaêia:dkhla' jekAl+jr®ys 
msysá University of British Columbia ys Mechanical 
Engineering Department Head ;k;=rg uu b,a¨ï 
l<d' tys foaY.=Kh;a uu jir 15 la m†xÑ fj,d 
/lshdj l< m<d;g jvd álla fi!uHhs' b;ska 
udj f;areKd ta ;k;=rg' fndfyda wh uf.ka 
mq≥u fj,d úuiqj wehs lsh,' uu mr®fhaIK lrk 
Applied Mechanics lshk úIh lafIa;%h Civil, 
Mechanical lshk fowxYhgu fmd≥ jQjla ksid 

ug fndfydu myiqfjka ta fjkig uqyqK fokak 
mqΩjka jqKd' uu tu ;k;=fr® wjq' 07 la fiajh 
l<d' 

Bg miafi fudlo jqfka'@     

2007 jifr British Columbia úYaj úoHdf, 
mr®fhaIK uOHia:dkhla ^Research Center& wdrïN 
lr tys wOHCIjrhd f,i udj f;areKd' jir 
folla ta lshkafk 2009 jk ;=re uu tys l< 
fiajh w.h, ug remsh,a ñ,shk 15 l muK 
m%odkhl=;a ,enqKd' idudkHfhka weu˙ldj" 
lekvdj jf.a rgj,aj, úYaj úoHd, jeks 
wOHdmk wdh;k j, ;k;=rlg flfkla .kak 
´k jqKdu f,daflu bkak ta iïnkaO m%dudKsl 
W.;=ka ms<sn|j fydh,d n,kjd' 

ta lshkafk Tnf. jD;a;Sh Ôú;h h<s;a 
fjkia fjkjd @     

Tõ' Simon Fraser úYaj úoHd,fh mSGdêm;s 
;k;=rlg udj f;afrkj' tys uu 2009 
isg 2015 f;la idr®:lj lghq;= lrf.k 
hkj' 

2014 † B<Û jir 05 gu uf.a fiajh oSr®> 
lr, ;snqfK' kuq;a Th w;fr wr uu m<uqfjkau 
lekvdjg weú;a jD;a;Sh cSú;h wdrïN l< 
ˆTgdjd˜ ys msysá Carleton úYaj úoHd,fh mr®fhaIK 
yd cd;Hka;r lghq;= wxYfh Wm iNdm;s ;k;=r 
iïnkaO ±kaùulg uu wh≥ï l<d' ta wkqj jir 
32 lg miqj h<s;a j;djla uu m<uqj .sh ;ekg 
tys by<u ;k;=rla fydnjkak hkak mqΩjka 
jqKd'

Tng ,xldjg tkak ys;=fku keoao Th 
w;r;=r'     

Tõ' ta jk úg ,xldfj m†xÑfj,d ysgmq uf. 
wdorKSh uEKshkag dementia ye≥Kd' 2013 isg 
2016 olajd ;;ajh álla oreKq jqKd' Th w;fr 
,xldjg weú;a b¢oa† uf. mq;dg fvx.= frda.h 
je<¢,d fndfydu wudrefjka iqj lr.;a;;A 

wdmiq lekvdjg f.dia jir 02 la 
muK hk ;=re After Effects 

j,ska mSvd ú¢kak jqKd' 
2018 † uf. uEKshka 
cSú;fhka iuq.;a;' 
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uf. mq;d Th w;fr ffjoH úoHdj bf.k .kakj' 
Tyqg;a Woõ lrkak ´k ksid uu j.lSï iy.; 
rdcld¯ cSú;hg iuqoS,d 2016 wjik uu l,ska 
fiajh lrmq Simon Fraser úYaj úoHd,hg idudkH 
uydpdr®hjrfhla f,i iïnkaO jqKd' uu úYaj 
úoHd, m˙md,k lghq;= j,ska neyer jqKq ksid 
,o ksoyfika m%fhdack wrka j˙ka jr ,xldjg 
wdj .shd' ta wdmq wjia:d j, 2015 yd 2016 oS 
fudrgqj úYaj úoHd,fha iy SLIIT wdh;kfha 
lghq;= j,g;a iïnkaO jqKd'

,xldjg kj;skaku n,df.k wdfj 
fldfyduo@     

Tõ' uf. mq;d,;a oeka f,dl=hs' tlaflfkla újdy 
fj,d' Th w;fr ug lekvdfj† uqK .eiqKq SLIIT 
wdh;kfha Wml=,m;s uydpdr®h ,,s;a .uf.a uy;d 
l< werhqulg wkqj 2019 iema;eïnr® udfi fuu 
wdh;kfh w¨;ska ksr®udKh l< ;k;=rla jk 
ˆksfhdacH Wml=,m;s˜ ;k;=rg udj m;a l<d' uu 
fuu wdh;kfh wOHhk (Academic) lghq;= j, 
j.lSu ;uhs orkafk' m<uqj f;dr;=re ;dCIKhg 
muKla werUqKq fuu wdh;kh wo fjk fldg 
bkacsfkare$jHdmdr l<ukdlrKh yd m˙md,kh 
$úoHdj wd† úIh lafIa;%hka .Kkdjlg Wmdê 
ms˙kuk isiqka 10000 lska muK iukaú; úYd, 
wdh;khla'

lekvdfjka wdmq tl .ek ÿlla keoao@     

keye ug 2001 jifr† lekvdfj Wiiau iïudkh 
jk 'Fellow of the Canadian academy of  Engineering' 
iïudkh;a 2009 oS 'Fellow of the Engineering 
recognition of Canada' iïudkh;a 'Lelpholz' lshk 
iqúfYaIS f.!rjKSh molalu;a ,enqKd' udj b;d 
by< uÜgfuka ta wh we.hSug ,la l<d' 

ta ú;rla fkfjhs' uf.a ,sms" úfYaIdx. yd ksnkaOk 
rdYshlau f,dafla Wiiau cr®k,aj, m, jqKd' wo 
fjk fldg f,dafl fyd|u mr®fhaIlhska 1] we;=f, 
uu bkakjd' f,dj ´kEu lafIa;%hl úoaj;=ka m<uq 

uf.a idr®:l;ajfh m<uq i<l=K wd† wdkka†fhl= o jqKq uf. wdorKSh iSh' Tyq 
;uhs uf. m<uq †˙.kajkakd jqfKa' ta jf.a t;=udf. u.fmkaùfuka uu wdkkaofha 
fyd¢ka frdamKh jqKd ux ys;kafk' Bg miafi wmg yuqjqKq foújre jka .=rejre 
ug wog;a u;lhs ùrr;ak ir®" ;siai fmfr®rd ir®" wmg mdfr hoa† yïnjqK;a 
kj;a;f.k bx.S%is W.kajmq ;knd,isxyï ir® jf.a wh wuq;=u ,;djlg ;uhs 
b.ekaùï lf<a' fla'tia' fmfr®rd ue;s;=ud" fiakdkdhl ue;sKsh" jkakl= ue;s;=ud" 
fla'ã'tia' fmfr®rd ue;s;=ud jf.a .=rejre ;ukaf. orejkag jf.a wdor lreKdj 
olaj, wmsj by<g Tijd ;enqj'

,CIh w;fr ta lshkafk 55004 fjkshg uu 
bkakj' ,xldfõ mqoa.,sl fyda rdcH úYaj úoHd, 
´kEu tll uf.a wxYfhka wxl 01 g bkafk uu' 
Bg;a jvd i;=gqfjkak ;j;a ldrKd wjYH keye 
ux ys;kafk'   

ta lshkafk Tn Ôúf;a fuf;la f.jqKq 
wdldrh .ek ;Dma;su;a @      

wfmdhs Tõ' uu jD;a;sh cSúf;a jir 20 lau 
ysáfh úYaj úoHd, m˙md,khg iïnkaOj' ta 
ksid rdc;dka;s%l .ukaj,g tfyu;a iïnkaO 
fjkak yelsjqKd' rg rgj, w;aoelSï f.dvla 
,enqjd' wOHdmkh ú;rla fkfjhs úkh" lemùu 
wdoS jákdlï uf. cSúf;ag tl;= jqKd'

n%iS,h" ;dhs,ka;h" bka†hdj" cmdkh" Ökh" 
cr®uksh jf.a rgj,a j,;a uu W.kaj, ;shkj' 
ta rgj, uf. f.da,fhda bkakj' ta jf.au uu 
uQ,sl wOHdmkh ,nmq uf. uõ rgg fmr<d 
meñK f,dalfhka uu Wlyd .;a oekqñka furg 
YsIH m%cdjg ±kqu odhdo lrkak ,eîu .ek;a 
uu wm˙ñ;j i;=gq fjkj' ljo y˙ ,xldjg 
weú;a fiajh lrkj lsh, ;snqKq wêIaGdkh iM, 
ùu f,dl= fohla' 

Tfí cd;Hka;r w;a±lSï tlal ,dxlSh 
wOHdmk lafIa;%h hd hq;= osYdk;sh 
l=ula lsh,o Tn ys;kafk@     

we;af;kau wo fjkfldg uqΩ f,daflu úYaj 
.ïudkhla njg m;a fj,d' wms talg lshkj 
f.da,ShlrKh lsh,' wms hï fohla wdrïN 
lrkj kï ta ms<sn|j f.da,Shj ys;, wdrïN 
lrkak ´fk' ta i|yd úfoaY.; fj,d y˙ fufy 
b|ka f,dafl;a tlal iïnkaO;d f.dvk.df.k 
y˙ f,dal uÜgfï w;a±lSï tl;= lr .kak ´fk' 
wo ;reK mrmqr ta i|yd keUqrejla ;sfhkj 
lsh, olskak ,efnk tl .ek ug i;=gqhs' wms 
¥m;a udkisl;ajfhka ñfokak ´fk' 

fyd|hs wjidk jYfhka osú .ufka fï 
id úi,a ÿrla tkak wdkkaofhka ,o 
mkakrh fldhs jf.ao ±fkkafk @      

uf.a idr®:l;ajfh m<uq i<l=K wd† wdkka†fhl= 
o jqKq uf. wdorKSh iSh' Tyq ;uhs uf. m<uq 
†˙.kajkakd jqfKa' ta jf.a t;=udf. u.fmkaùfuka 
uu wdkkaofha fyd¢ka frdamKh jqKd ux ys;kafk' 
Bg miafi wmg yuqjqKq foújre jka .=rejre ug 
wog;a u;lhs ùrr;ak ir®" ;siai fmfr®rd ir®" 
wmg mdfr hoa† yïnjqK;a kj;a;f.k bx.S%is 
W.kajmq ;knd,isxyï ir® jf.a wh wuq;=u 
,;djlg ;uhs b.ekaùï lf<a' fla'tia' fmfr®rd 
ue;s;=ud" fiakdkdhl ue;sKsh" jkakl= ue;s;=ud" 
fla'ã'tia' fmfr®rd ue;s;=ud jf.a .=rejre ;ukaf. 
orejkag jf.a wdor lreKdj olaj, wmsj by<g 
Tijd ;enqj' b;ska ta w;a;sjdru fyd| ksid ;uhs 
ug;a wo jkúg wlKAvj foia úfoia isiq orejka 
,CI .Kklg oYl .Kkdjla mqrd Ys,am fokak 
yelshdj ,eì, ;sfhkafk' ta ksid ux ys;kafk uu 
wdkkao ud;djg;a wef.a fyjfk ug W.kajmq 
.=re uõmshka ieug;a iod Kh .e;shs' 

Tõ' wm l< b,a,Su ms<sf.k wmj  
Tn ;=ukaf. ld¾hd,hgu le|jd b;d 
iqyo iïuqL idlÉPdjlg wm yd tla 
jQ úYsIag wdos wdkkaoSh uydpd¾h ksu,a 
rdcmCI ue;s;=udg wmf.a yDohdx.u 
m%Kduh mqo lr isákj'  

ixjdo igyk"
kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l

fiahd rE"
uxcq, udfld,f.a

iïnkaëlrKh yd wëlaIKh"
iñ; fikúr;ak
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Retired Major General Jagath Alwis

Distinguished Old Anandian ,Retired Major 
General Jagath Alwis  has been appointed as 
the new Secretary to the Ministry of Public 
Security. President Gotabhaya Rajapaksa has 
appointed Alwis to the post yesterday (10).

Mr.Alwis is the first Secretary of the newly 
formed Ministry of Public Security.

Under the purview of Cabinet Minister Rear 
Admiral (Retd) Dr. Sarath Weerasekara the 
Ministry administrates Sri Lanka Police, 
Civil Security Department, National Police 
Academy and the Department of Multi-Purpose 
Development Task Force (DMPDTF).

Mr. Alwis joined the army as a cadet officer and 
was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 
the Gajaba Regiment. He is a graduate of the 
National Defense College and Defense.

He as held several senior commands such 
as; Commander of the President's Guard 
and Director General - General Staff at Army 
Headquarters. He had also severed as Sri 
Lankan Deputy Ambassador to Israel. In 2014 
he was appointed as Commander Security 
Forces Headquarters Jaffna and Colonel 
Commandant of the Military Intelligence Corps, 
one of the most senior commands in the Sri 
Lankan military. Mr.Jagath Alwis was the Chief 
of the National Intelligence Service at that time 
and the Chief of the National Security Division 
from 2005 to 2010.

Mr. Anusha Palpita

Distinguished Old Anandian Anusha Palpita, a 
senior officer in the Sri Lanka Administrative 
Service, has been appointed as the new 
Secretary to the Ministry of Industries from 
January 1, 2021.

He studied at Mahanama College, Colombo 
until 1979 and then entered Ananda College. He 
passed the GCE Advanced Level Examination 
in 1983 and entered the University of Sri 
Jayewardenepura. He graduated with a Special 
Degree in Commerce in 1987. He graduated 
with a Masters Degree in Accounting from 
the University of Victoria, Australia in 2004. 
He was also the Director General of the Sri 
Lanka Rupavahini Corporation on September 
15, 2001 and was the Director General of the 
Department of Government Information  from 
2004  to 2010. He was fortunate enough to 
hold the post of Chairman of Sri Lanka Broad 
Casting Corporation.

Anusha Palpita was the former Director General 
(2010-2015) of the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission of Sri Lanka (TRCSL) 
during the presidency of Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Anusha Palpita has also served as the Additional 
Secretary of Ministry of Home Affairs in the 
previous government.

LATEST  APPOINTMENTS TO HIGH OFFICES
Mr. C.D. Wickramaratne

Distinguished Old Anandian C. D. 
Wickramaratne assumed duties as the 35th 
Inspector General of Police at the Police 
Headquarters on 27th November 2020.

The new Chief of Police joined the Department 
of Police in 1986 as a probationary Assistant 
Superintendent of Police (ASP) and served in 
the position for 34 years.

IGP Wickramaratne was thereafter appointed 
as the Acting IGP on the 28th of April in 2019 
following the April 21st Attack.

He served as the Acting IGP for one and a half 
years before assuming duties as the 35th IGP 
of Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lankan Police Force was established 
on the 3rd of September 1866 by the British by 
appointing G. W. R. Campbell as the first Police 
Chief of Sri Lanka.

Since 1866 to-date 34 IGPs have been 
appointed in Sri Lanka and C. D. Wickremaratne 
is the 35th Inspector General of Police.

On the 1st of June 1947, Sir Richard Aluvihare 
was the first Sri Lankan to hold the office of 
Inspector General.

Compiled by Old Anandian
Shashika Jayathilake

On behalf of Ananda family, we wish them all success...
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The philosopher Lao Tzu once said “When 
the work of a leader is done and his aim 
fulfilled, the beneficiaries will say, we did it 
by ourselves.” Since I do not wish to fall into 
that latter category, I was delighted when 
asked to write an article on the occasion of 
the 100th birth anniversary of Colonel George 
Willfred Rajapakse. I hope you will forgive me 
for basing this article on my own interactions 
and experience with Col. Rajapakse. They are 
what I am able to recall, with one-hundred 
percent confidence. I estimate that since the 
advice, help, and guidance of Col. Rajapakes 
may have benefitted more than ten-thousand 
Anandians, we can easily multiply my 
accomplishments at least by this number 
in order to gauge the enormity and the 
significance of the services rendered by him.

My memory goes back to one fateful day in 1964, 
when I first met Colonel Rajapakse. I remember him 
as a tall and handsome person with a commanding 
personality. He was the Vice Principal of Ananda 
College at the time. Yet didn’t he have a personality 
that could shame the Vice-Chancellor of any leading 
university?

I had gone to Colombo from our home in Badulla 
with my mother, expecting the results of the GCE 
(O.L.) examination. I had received five distinctions, 
four of which were for Physics, Chemistry, Applied 
Mathematics, and Pure mathematics. Since this 
result was somewhat rare at the time (and obtained 
without private tuition), after enjoying a sumptuous 
meal with my favorite prawn fry, which my mother 
had bought me, we headed to Royal College. The 
Principal, after carefully studying my examination 
results and various certificates (some of which were 
for extracurricular activities and sports), reluctantly 
agreed to take me in (those days, the principal 
had the discretion to admit students). My mother 
pleaded with the principal to give me a place in the 
school hostel, as that was a major condition from 
her for me, to study in Colombo. That request not 
materializing (to my great fortune, in hindsight), we 
decided to head for Ananda College. I had never set 
foot to the premises of Ananda before, yet I knew that 
Ananda had achieved top results at G.C.E. (A.L.) in 
the mathematics stream. I still recall the markedly 
peaceful, pleasant, and contrasting environment of 
the school even though it was located in the buzzling 
Maradana. Unfortunately, the response that we 
received from the principal of Ananda was similar to 
the previous one. Highly disappointed, my mother 
and I slowly walked out of the principal’s office. 
There was another person in that office. He had the 
physical features and the stature of a commander 

of the armed forces yet a face symbolizing human 
kindness. “Please wait one minute,” he told us and 
walked out. He returned in about ten minutes, which 
felt like a lifetime. With a smiling face he told my 
mother, “Okay, I found a place in the hostel for your 
son. But you will have to bring a mattress!” On that 
day, this remarkable person showed us the true 
nature of human compassion and care. Certainly 
Col. Rajapakse did not have to help me like that, 
which became a pivotal moment in my life.      

Col. Rajapakse possessed the innate talent and ability 
to recognize the diverse capabilities of students, 
and guide them appropriately in proper directions. 
Even though he was a great patriot who nurtured 
and supported our armed forces (he led the cadet 
platoon of the college to major victories as early as 
1949, and nourished many personalities including 
generals toward remarkable careers in the military 
through his activities and leadership at Ananda), 
he did not blindly encourage the Anandians to join 
the armed forces. For example, when I planned to 
apply to the Airforce without completing my GCE 
(A.L.), he vehemently opposed it. He flatly told me, 
“Governor, don’t be foolish. Before you find a job, 
go to university and get a degree. I am not going 
to give you any certificates for your application!” 
From the time I imitated the “throne speech” at a 
school function, Col. Rajapakse addressed me as 
“Governor.” 

Col. Rajapakse encouraged us to speak and write 
proper English, but he never humiliated us for 
“murdering the queen” unlike the people at my 
previous private school. When a class teacher was 
absent, he would come and coach us in the correct 
usage of English. Those encounters were not only 
a wealth of knowledge but also a memorable and 
enjoyable experience. The foundation for my ability 
to live effectively and productively in countries 
like USA, Canada, and UK was laid through such 
guidance from Col. Rajapakse.

Another incident that is worth recalling is the 
time when I contested for the post of Secretary in 
the Senior English Literary Union of Ananda. The 
school atmosphere was somewhat like that of a 
parliamentary election because the officers were 
elected by a secret ballot of the students. We printed 
flyers that presented our election platforms. We had 
to visit the classes, climb on desks, give speeches, 
and respond to questions from the students. In those 
encounters we received the treatment of rotten eggs 
and tomatoes. The harsher the treatment the better 
the chances of winning, my friend pacified me. They 
were right because I went on to win the election with 
a significant majority, while defeating a popular and 
more senior student. Again, this achievement also 
should be credited to Col. Rajapakse. During the 

campaign, the opposite group publicized the false 
rumor that I was a Christian and I should not be 
elected. On hearing this, I discussed the matter with 
Col. Rajapakse, who called a school assembly. In it 
he eloquently and emphatically advised the students 
that the election should not be based on the religion 
or the race but rather on the capabilities of the 
candidates (Ananda had students and teachers who 
belonged to different races and religions, and all of 
us got along quite well).

Another critical incident happened during my service 
as the President of the Senior Student Society of the 
college hostel. The students were not happy with the 
food that we were served, and decided to walk out of 
the dining room at dinner, after drinking only a glass 
of water. The junior dining room was the adjoining 
one. On seeing us walking out, the junior students 
also walked out with us. On hearing this, the hostel 
warden called me and insisted on punishing me 
by caning (the corporal punishment was common 
then). I objected, and the warden reported me to 
the principal. Again, Col. Rajapakse gave me an 
audience and convinced the principal that I did not 
ask the junior students to join in the “food strike.” 
If not for him, I would have been expelled from the 
hostel, and even from the school! The principal just 
warned me “Don’t try those Gurutalawa tactics again 
here!” 

When the results of G.C.E. (A.L.) were released, I 
was delighted to receive two distinctions, one credit, 
and one ordinary pass. The ordinary pass was for 
Physics, the subject that I thought I had performed 
the best in. Two other students had better results 
(two distinctions and two credits).  When it came to 
the time for deciding the prizes based on the A.L. 
results, Col. Rajapakse approached the Government 
Department of Education to get the actual scores of 
the students for the subjects. In their review of the 
answer scripts of the students, they found out that 
I had obtained the highest score in Physics, and 
accordingly revised my grade to a credit. Hence, the 
school decided to give me the Dr. Irwin de Silva Gold 
Medal in Physics, again thanks to Col. Rajapakse.

After entering the Faculty of Engineering at the 
University Peradeniya (called, University of Ceylon at 

Colonel Rajapakse  
- An Educator and a Gentleman
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the time) I did not fail to regularly communicate with 
Col. Rajapakse, who had been promoted to Principal. 
On receiving a 1st Class Honors degree and the Dr 
Hewavitarana Prize for the best performance among 
all departments of Engineering in the University, 
I went to meet Colonel Rajapakse, and expressed 
my enormous gratitude for him. I vividly remember 
what he told me then, “Governor, you (‘umbata’) can 
do bigger things. Work harder!” Now I realize that, 
apart from my parents, Colonel Rajapakse is the 
other key person who should be credited for all my 
academic and professional achievements, including 
my two PhD degrees from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and University of Cambridge, the Higher 
Doctorate from University of Cambridge, and the 
Professorial appointments in USA and Canada. 

What I have recalled here was only a miniscule of 
what Colonel G.W. Rajapakse has done for the 
benefit of Anandians. I would be remiss if I did not 
mention a trace of his legacy here, in conclusion. He 
was able to acquire the Mackwoods land adjoining 
the College Hostel, and build an excellent sports 
complex for the school. Prior to that, the students 
had to use the field adjoining Nalanda (at Campbell 
Place) for their sports activities, which many of us 
did not enjoy (except the evening walks through the 
neighborhood to reach the field, while flirting with 
the girls in the nearby houses). Also, as the Vice 
Principal, he took the initiative to build a religious 
complex with a Buddhist shrine in the school and 
see the entire project to completion, which has been 
a major facilitator to date for the spiritual wellbeing 
of the students. He was not only a great educator but 
also a true patriot, visionary, humanitarian, and a 
leader like no other. Let me conclude this article by 
quoting Field Marshal Douglas MacArthur, “A true 
leader has the confidence to stand alone, the courage 
to make tough decisions, and the compassion to 
listen to the needs of others. He does not set out to 
be a leader, but becomes one by the equality of his 
actions and the integrity of his intent.” As Anandians, 
a tribute that we can pay to our beloved leader, 
Colonel G.W. Rajapakse, is to commit ourselves to 
uphold his legacy.

Compiled by
Clarence W. de Silva
Professor of Mechanical Engineering
The University of British Columbia
Vancouver, Canada

A version of this article was first published in Daily 
Mirror on 06 February 2021. 

Col. Rajapakse encouraged us to 
speak and write proper English, 
but he never humiliated us for 
“murdering the queen” unlike 
the people at my previous 
private school.

oi is,a isjqre ord" njqka jvñka 
iir  flálr .ekqug ierfik 
wfmA .=re uEKsfhda''' 

uq≥ jokska isiq ore le< ikyd,ñkA 
iqjyila ¥ orejkg cSú;h †kd.
kakg u. fmka jQ jd jQ o uõj;a 
.=Kfhka w.;ekam;a" ldreKsl 
yd ohdr®o .=Kfhka ms˙mqka <f;;a 
yoj;lg yslslï lshQ Wodr .=re 
uõks" Tn jykafiaf.a taldhk 
m%dr®:kdj ta whq˙kau iM, fõjd hs 
wdkkaofha wm o b;is;ska m%dr®:kd 
lr isáuq'

kñkA" îgd fldiaj;a; kï jQ weh" fy< fnd≥ 

l=, l;=kaf.a wOHdmksl ;sô˙f.h f,i ie<flk 

fld<U úYdLd úoHd,fhka ismai;r yodrd Wiia 

fm< lv bu chf.k le<Ksh úYaj úoHd,hg 

we;=<;aj .Ks;h" ridhk úoHdj yd fN!;sl 

úoHdj hk úIhkg wod,j úoHdfõ° Wmdêh †kd 

.kq ,nkafka tu lKavdhfï isiqka fndfyda ms˙i 

w;r isá tlu YsIHdj f,isks'

bkslaì;sj fld<U úYaj úoHd,fhka wOHdmk 

ämaf,daudj;a" le<Ksh úYaj úoHd,fhka fn!oaO 

wOHhk mYapd;a Wmdê ämaf,daudj;a" Ydia;%m;s 

Wmdêh;a †kd.kakd w;r mdr fN!;sl úoHdj 

ms<sn|j ämaf,daudj o ,nd .ekSug iu;ajk 

fu;=ñh YS% ,xld úoHd,xldr fcHd;SI úoHd 

mr®fhaIKdh;kfhka Ndj flakaø .Ks;h yd 

fcHd;SI or®Ykh ms<sn|j mdGud,dj;a by<skau 

iïmQr®K lrkq ,nkjd'

jr®I 1972 ° .d,a, uyskao ú≥yf,a Wiia fm< 

ridhk úoHd wdpdr®hj˙hl f,i ish .=re †úh 

werUQ îgd fldiaj;a; .=re uEKshka bka wk;=rej 

nKavdrfj, uOH uyd úoHd,fha;a n≥,a, uOH 

uyd úoHd,fha;a fN!;sl úoHd wdpdr®h j˙hl 

f,i fiajh lrkq ,nk w;r wjidkfha fld<U 

wdkkao ú≥y,g meñK" 2007 jifr® ° .=re 

jD;a;sfhka úY%du .kakd ;=reu wk| orejka oyia 

.Kklf.a f.!rjdorhg md;% fjñka W;a;u .=re 

N+ñldjlg mK fmdjkakg fh≥Kd'

°r®>ld,Skj mQcHmdo †laje,af,a Wm;siai 

kdysñmdKka" w.a.uyd lïuÜGdkdpdr®h kdWhfka 

w˙hOïu wkqkdysñmdKka fukau mQcHmdo 

lgql=rekafoa [dKdkkao kdysñmdKka fj;ska 

oyï Wmfoia fukau Ndjkd lugyka ,nd .ksñka 

fndfyda fihska m%dfhda.sl Ndjkdjg keUqre jQ w;r 

úmiaikd cd;Hka;r Ndjkd uOHia:dkfha .sys 

wkQYdisldj f,i;a cd;Hka;r f.dtkald Ndjkd 

uOHia:dkfha iydhl .=re WmfoaYsldjl f,i;a 

lghq;= lrñka isáh ° fkdfnda od .sys cSú;fhka 

kslau mQcKSh iqfka;%d fufyKskA jykAfiA kñkA 

meú† †úhg m;aj fndfyda Or®ureÑ ieoeyej;=kg 

Ndjkd lugyka ,nd foñka iir .uk flálr 

.ekSfï Wodr wruqK fmroe˙ lrf.k lghq;= 

lrkq ,nkj' 

uq≥ jokska isiq ore le< ikyd,ñkA iqjyila 

¥ orejkg cSú;h †kd.kakg u. fmka jQ jd 

jQ o uõj;a .=Kfhka w.;ekam;a" ldreKsl yd 

ohdr®o .=Kfhka ms˙mqka <f;;a yoj;lg yslslï 

lshQ Wodr .=re uõks" Tn jykafiaf.a taldhk 

m%dr®:kdj ta whq˙kau iM, fõjd hs wdkkaofha wm 

o b;is;ska m%dr®:kd lr isáuq' 

Tn jykafiag wdkkao ud;djf.a irKhs ∑

igyk"
wd† wdkka°h
kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l
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wdkkao ú≥y, hkq yqfola 

;j;a tla mdi,la muKlau 

fkdj" th cd;shg kshuqjka 

ìys lrk w;s Wodr 

mskaìula h hk woyi iEu  

fokdf.au uqúka /õ 

ms<s/õ fok jokls' lS%vdj" 

foaYmd,kh" l,dj" kS;sh" 

fi!LH" wdrlaIl" m˙md,k" 

jHdmd˙l hkd° fklúO 

wxY j,g wdkkaofhka 

ìys l< kshuqjka m%udKh 

w;súYd, jk w;r by; lS 

jok ikd: flfrk ;j;a 

lafIa;%hla ms<sn|j fujr 

l,dmfhka lreKq f.kyer 

mdkakg wm l,amkd l<d' 

ksr®u, jQ iqúY=oaO nqoAO 

Or®ufha Ñria:s;sh fjkqfjka 

wem lem ù ms<sfj;a mqrkakg 

,dxflah ix> Ydikhg 

we;=<;a jQ wd† wdkka°hka 

ms<sn| fidhd ne,Sula ls¯ug 

wm W;aidy l< w;r ta  

wkqj wm fidhd.;a  

f;dr;=re iuqodh my;ska 

fm<.iajkakghs wfma fï 

iQodku'

mQcH .ïmy iñoaê ysñ

 

2003 jifr® wdkkao ú≥yf,a YsIHhl= f,i w'fmd'i' 
Wiia fm< úNd.hg fmkS isá uqka jykafiaf.a 
.sys l, ku nqoaêl fiakdêm;s kï úh' §wdkkao 
úoHd,hSh fy< isiq yjq,¶ wdrïN ls̄ ug YsIH 
wjêfhaoS lemù ls%hd l< w;r Wiia fm< úNd.h 
iu;aj le,Ksh iriúhg mssúi fn!oaO or®Ykh 
ms<sn|j uQ,sl Wmdêh yd mYapd;a Wmdêh o ,nd 
ál ld,hla l,d WmfoaYljrfhl= f,i o lghq;= 
ls̄ fuka wk;=rej meú† ìug m;a jQ w;r oekg 
ls;=,a., ngfyakalkao wdrKH fiakdikfhys 
fiakdêm;s ysñmdKka jykafia f,i lghq;= lrkq 
,nkj'

mQcH lvqfj, W;a;rCodK ysñ

ta'ta' yIdka bfïkaø fmfr®rd hk kñka jr®I 1998 
my jir YsIH;aj úNd.fhka iu;aj wdkkaohg 
we;=<;aj 2006 jifr® ° jdKscH wxYfhka 
Wiia fm< úNd.hg fmkS isá w;r 2014 
fmnrjd˙ ui 06 jk †k úkh úYdro mQcHmdo 
kqjrt<sfha CodKiS, kdysñmdKka jykafiaf.a 
wdpdr®h;ajfhka †oafoKsh rK.ṡ f,k wdrKH 
fiakdikfha ° meú† ìug m;a ù" bkslaì;sj 
ue,aiṡ mqr kd Whk wdrKH fiakdikfha ° w;smQcH 
kdWhfka wh˙Oïu kdysñmdKka jykafiaf.a 
WmdOHdh;ajfhka Wmiïmodj ,eîh' oekg fld<U 

YS% iïfndaê úydrhg wkqnoaê;j ynrlv msysá YS% 
iïfndaê ;s%msGl Or®udh;kfha Ndjkd lr®uia:dkd 
pdr®hjrfhl=  f,i jevys¢ñka lghq;= lrhs'

mQcH rdc.sßfha ika;iquk ysñ

jr®I 1997 ° fldf<dkakdj ´,afldÜ uy ú≥yf,ka 
YsIH;aj úNd.h iu;aj 1998 jifr® ° wdkkao 
ú≥y,g we;=<;aj wOHdmkh yodrk ,°' jhi wjq 
13 ka 15 ka yd 17 ka my< r.r® lKavdhïj, 
o lS%vlfhl= f,i oialï mE w;r 2004 jifr® 
° fy< isiq yjqf,a iNdm;sjrhd f,i o lghq;= 
lrkakg fh≥Ks' 2006 jifr® ° .Ks; úIfhka 
Wiia fm< úNd.hg fmkS isá w;r bka wk;=rej 
OPEN ARC wdh;khg we;=<;aj Ys,am yodrd miqj 
ckdêm;s f,alï ldr®hd,fha uD≥ldx. Ys,amsfhl= 
f,i /lshdfõ kshq;= úh' 

2018 jifr® ° w;smQcH wïmsáfha YS% rdyq, 
kdysñmdKkaf.a iy w;smQcH ;ṡ l=Kduf,a wdkkao 
uykdysñmdKka jykafiaf.a wdpdr®h;Ajfhka 
nïn,msáh iṡ  j‚rdrdufha ° meú† †úhg 
m;a w;r bkslaì;sj 2019 jifr® uyr.u iṡ  
j‚r[dK Or®udh;kfha ° Wmiïmod N+ñhg m;aj" 
oekg uykqjr Wvj;a;lef,a fiakdkdhldrufha 
Or®u wOHdmk lghq;=j, ksr;j isà' 

mQcHmdo lUqre.uqfõ uydkd. ysñ

wßy;a Och ord" ixidr úuqla;sh 
fidhkq jia" iÕ iiqkg ms<smka" 
wdÈ wk| h;sjr le<'
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igyk"
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jr®I 1963 ° Wm; ,nd 1969 jifr® ° wdkkao 

ú≥y,g we;=Ωj wOHdmkh ,nk w;r;=r 

1975 jr®Ifha ° 7 jk fYa%Ksfha bf.kqu ,nñka 

isáh ° ish .sys mi uq;a;kqjka jQ nïn,msáh 

iṡ  j‚rdrdudêld¯j jev úiQ mQcHmdo  

lUqre.uqfõ uydkdu kdysñmdKkaf.a weiqr ,nd 

meúoao flfrys we;sjQ ,e†hdfjka mdif,ka bj;aj 

r;au,dk u,a,sldrdufha° w;smQcH w.a.uyd 

mKaä; uäfya m[a[diSy uykdysñmdKka jykafia 

iy w;smQcH w.a.uyd mKaä; je,s.u [dKr;k 

uykdysñmdKkaf.a wdpdr®h WmdOHdh;Ajfhka 

meúos ìug m;a jQy' bka wk;=rej nïn,msáh  

iṡ  j‚rdrduhg jevu fldg 1983 ° le<Ksh 

iriúhg we;=<;aj Ydia;%fõ° Wmdêh ,o 

Wkajykafia jir 19 lau nïn,msáh isṡ  

j‚rdrdu oyïmdif,a m%Odkdpdr®hhka  jykafia 

f,i lghq;= l< w;r fï jk úg nïn,msáh 

iṡ  j‚rdrdudêld¯ OQrh orñka buy;a Ydiksl 

fiajdjla is≥ lrñka jevjihs' 

mQcHmdo óf.dv iqÅ; ysñ

 

f.dv.u iqNdr;S lKsIaG úoHd,fhka m%d:ñl 

wOHdmkh;a" fld<U 10 wfYdal úoHd,fhka 

oaú;shsl wOHdmkh;a ,nd 2004 jifr®° wdkkao 

ú≥y,g Wiia fm< yeoE¯u i|yd we;=<;aj isxy," 

foaYmd,k úoHdj yd b;sydih hk úIhka ;=,ska 

l,d úIh Odrdfjka Wiia fm< úNd.hg fmkS 

isàug udi lSmhlg fmr w;smQcH w.a.uyd mKaä; 

je,s.u [dKr;k uykdysñmdKka jykafia iy 

w;smQcH wïmsáfha YS% rdyq< kdysñmdKka jykafiaf.a 

wdpdr®h WmdOHdhl;ajfhka meú† ìug we;=<;a 

úh' 

wk;=rej YS% chjr®Okmqr úYaj úoHd,hg we;=<;aj 

fn!oaO or®Ykh ms<sn|j úfYaIfõ° Wmdêh ,nd.;a 

w;r 2010 jifr® ° uyr.u iṡ  j‚r[dK 

Or®udh;kfha ° Wmiïmodj ,eîh' t;eka mgka 

nïn,msáh iṡ  j‚rdrdufha jev jdih lrkq ,nk 

w;r tu j‚rdrdu oyï mdif,a m%Odkdpdr®h OQrh 

o orkq ,nhs' 

mQcHmdo fldáldj;af;a Oïul=i, ysñ

jr®I 1980 cQ,s ui 07 jk †k ,s,dka rx.k 
kdkdhlaldr kñka fld<U ° Wm; ,nd fnd/,a, 
C.W.W. lkakka.r ú≥yf,ka m%d:ñl yd oaú;shsl 
wOHdmkh ,eîfuka wk;=rej 1997 ° wdkkao 
ú≥y,g we;=<;aj ;r®l Ydia;%h" fn!oaO ixialD;sh" 
kdgH yd rx. l,dj yd kr®;kh hk úIhkaf.
ka l,d wxYfhka w'fmd'i W$fm< úNd.hg 1999 
° fmkS isg bka iu;aj le,Ksh úYaj úoHd,hg 
we;=Ω úh'

mdi,a wj†fha kr®;khg fukau kdgH yd rx. 
l,djg úYsIag;u Wiia fm< m%;sM, j,g o 
úoHd,hSh ;Hd. m%odfkda;aijfha iïudk,dNS fjñkA 
fjia ne¢ kr®;k Ys,amsfhl= f,i o iriú yd 
fh!jk iïudk .Kkdjla ,nd .ekSug iu;a úh'

Wmdêh ,nd .ekSfuka wk;=rej 2004 wf.daia;= 
ui fydrK ;,., úmiaikd Ndjkd uOHia:dkfha 
° meú† †úh wrUd 2006 jifr® ° u,aj;= uyd 
úydrfha ° Wmiïmod j ,eîh' 

2008 jifr® ° nx.,dfoaY ;dkdm;s ldr®hd,fha 
werhqfuka Or®u OQ; fiajdj wrUd trgg ,xldfõ 
isg ch YS% uyd fndaê YdLdjla jevujd wgúis nq≥ 
ue≥rla lrjQy'

2010 ° kjiS,ka;fha ´la,kaâ ys jev úiQ w;r 
2011 isg fï olajd b;d,sfha jev jiñka isis,s 
fn!oaO úydrdêld¯ OQrh orñka lghq;= lrkq 
,nhs' 2016 jifr® ° nx.a,dfoaYfha wY=,shd ys iṡ  
iïfndaê {dk iEh b†ls̄ ug m%Odk wkqYdil;ajh 
oe¯h' tfukau nx.a,dfoaYfha YS% ,xld ix.ufha 
wd.ñl jevigyka wkqYdil f,i lghq;= lrhs' 
b;d,sfha m%:u msÉpu,a mQcdj mj;ajd th jdr®Islj 
is≥lrk w;r" cr®uksh" m%xYh" fkdar®fõ" iaùâka" 
.S%ish wd° rgj, Or®u¥; ldr®hfha fh≥Ks' Ökhg 
jevu fldg Ök cd;sl ;reKhka 2la meú† 
lrùh' 2017 ° lvqfj, w;=re.ṡ h iṡ  iqOr®uhdk 
wka;r®cd;sl fiakdikh wdrïN l<y' nqreuh yd 
;dhs,ka;hg jevu fldg Ndjkd jevigyka i|yd 
iyNd.S úh' 

†ú ;rÕh wl,ays ksu 
l<" lS%vd jd¾;dlrKfha 
yev jeve;s" wdÈ wdkkaoSh 
fid÷re udOH i.hd"  

md,s; fikr;a hdmd

jr®I 1975 ° 11 jeks úfha ˆfld<U ikaksh˜ 
kï jQ tjlg buy;a ckms%h;ajhg m;a isxy, 
Ñ;%mgfha <ud kΩjl=f.a p˙;hg mK fmdjñka 
iuld,Sk wdkka°hka w;r wdorh †kd.;a fid∫re 
oÛldrfhl= jQ o" úoHd,hSh Yío úldYk tallfha 
m%n, idudcslfhl= f,i ymkalï md 1982 ° Wiia 
fm< úNd.h iu;aj wdkkaofhka iuqf.k cd;sl 
rEmjdysksfha 24 fofkl=f.ka iukaú; m<uq 
ksIamdok iyldr lKavdhfï <dnd,u idudcslhd 
f,i ish jD;a;Sh cSú;h wdrïN fldg jir 38 
l rEmjdyskS †úh mqrd úúO ;k;=re fynjQ md,s; 
fikr;a hdmd kï fï fid∫re ñksid †.= l,la 
cd;sl rEmjdysksfha lS%vd wOHCIjrhd f,i lghq;= 
lrñka T,sïmsla ;r." ls%lÜ ;r." wdishdkq lS%vd" 
fmd≥ ro uvqΩ lS%vd" SAG lS%vd we;=Ω foia úfoia 
lS%vd biõ /ila furg fma%CIl ckhdg ióm 
lrjkakg iu;a úh'

jD;a;Sh cSú;fha ° kS;shg rE,g fõ,djg jev 
l< ±ä úkhOrhl=j lghq;= l< fï oejeka; 
udOH fm!r®Ifha fijK yd fmdaIKh ,en tjkau jQ 
fid∫re ikaksfõol mrmqrla ìys jQ w;r ;%ia;jd° 
m%ydr j,g o f.d≥rla fjñka jD;a;Sh lemùfuka 
ksr®Nhj udOHlrKfha ksheΩKq fï úYsIag 
fcHIaGhd ms<sld udrhd b†˙fha †ú ;r.fhka ch 
.kakg wfmdfydi;aj jir 57 l ish †ú ie˙hg 
miq.sh od iuqfokakg fh≥Ks' wd† wdkka°h 82 
lKavdhfï ils%h ls%hdOrfhl= fukau wd† wdkka°h 
udOH ljfha Wm iNdm;sjrfhl= jYfhkao lghq;= 
lrñkA wdkkao ud;djg ish hq;=lï bgq l< 
°ma;su;a wdkka°hdfKks wms Tng ksjka mqr rejka 
fodr újr fõjdhs m;kafkuq ∑
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wdkkaoh ms<sn|j l;d lrk úg ksrka;rfhka 
biau;= jk iqúfYAI;djh kï ni rig .e,mSfï 
ymkA" lg we;s mq;=kA iqjyilg th ;sô˙ f.h 
jq wreuhhs' wdkkaofha ckau;ajfhka jir 87l=;a 
†k ;=kla .; jQ ;ek tkï 1973 fkdjeïnr® ui 
03 jk od §m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllh¶ wdkkaofha 
lgy~ njg m;afjñka tjl ú≥y,am;s Oqrh 
fynjq fikam;s Â' ví,sõ' rdcmlaI .=remshdKkaf.a 
md,k iufhys  wrUkakg úh' t†k mgka úoHd,h 
;=< ish¨ ksfõok lghq;= ms<sn|j Ndr¥r j.lSu 
Ndr.kakg iu;a úh' †fkka †k ;u †úhg kejqï 
w;aoelSï tl;= lr.;a tA iqúfYaIs wdkka°hkag 6 
jifr® isg 13 jir olajd ukd jQ ixúOdkd;aul 
iajrEmhlska mṡ mqkaj úoHd,h ;=, iud‚l;ajh 
jeäu tAllh njg m;aúh' 

ysñ†˙ WoEik wk| mq;=ka iy .=re uõmshjreka  
wdkkao úydrfha wdYsr®jdoh iuÛ mdi,g we;=,a 
jk úg ffoksl lghq;= l%shd;aul fjñka mj;S' 
ffokslj 1973 mgka Oïumofhka ì|la isxy, 
iy bx.%Sis udOHfhka úldYh flfr®' Bg wu;rj 

ú≥y,am;s;=ukaf.a ksfõok iy mdif,a iEu 
wxYhlu ksfõok we;=<;a m%jD;a;s m%ldYkhla 
b†˙m;a lrñka ksfõokhl kshu jákdlu ,nd°fï 
yelshdj m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllh i;=h' úoHd,hSh 
isiqkaf.a l%Svd yelshdjka l,d yelshdjka  fï w;r 
m%Odk ;ekla fõ' fujeks yelshdjka w.h ls̄ ug 
iy fudjqka †˙u;a ls̄ ug wm úoHd,h ;=< úúO 
W;aaij ixúOdkh flfr®' jdr®Isl l%Svd W;aijh"  
jr®K m%odfkda;aijh"  ;Hd. m%odfkda;aijh  wd° 
jq W;aij m%Odk ;ekla .kS' tA iEu ldr®hhlau 
ksis wdldrfhka fufyhùfï Ndr¥r ldr®hh mej¯ 
;sfnkafka wdkkaofha ksfõolhka jk mqj;a úlika 
tAllhgh' tA iEu W;aijhla uÛskau wdkka°hka 
†˙.ekaùug wms ks;e;skau ie° meye° isáuq'

wdkkaohg wdorh lrk m%jD;a;s úldYk tAAllhg 
wdorh lrk ienE wdkkaokSh yeÛ=ï iuqodhla isf;a 
f.dkq lr .;a iqúfYaIs mdi,a isiqka lKavdhula 
njg m;afjñka wka lsis≥ mdi,la is≥ fkdl< 
úi,a jHmD;Ska /ila ji˙ka jir hdj;ald,Sk 

lrñka ixúOdkh ls̄ ug yelshdj ,eìK' 2000 
jifr® úoHd,h ;=, muKla fkdj uqΩ †jhsk mqrdu 
wdkkaofha kduh r|jñka  mdi,la f,i †jhsfka 
m%:u iuia; ,xld wka;r® mdGYd,hSh ksfõol 
;rÛdj,sh ixúOdk lrkakg tA wdkka°hka iu;a 
úh' ck ikaksfõokfha Wkak;sh Wfoid w;aika 
,laIhlska hq;a ixfoaYhla 2003 jifr®° ilia 
fldg tjl ckudOH wdud;Hjrhdg Ndr°ugo 
mdi,a isiqka jYfhka m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllfha 
iudÂlhka yg wjia:dj ysñ úh' 

iodpdrd;aul udOH ixialD;shla iy ikaksfõok 
mrmqrla ìysls̄ fïys,d orK uy;a jEhfuys ;j;a 
fjkiau jq m˙phla f,i zish;a rdjhZ .%ka:h 
ck.; ls̄ u 2004 jifr®° is≥ fl˙Ks' ukaodrug 
l,ska wNsfIalh" ixfoaYh jeks idxj;ai˙l ieureï 
jevuqΩ yryd mqj;a úlika tAllh ish mdi,a 
ud;djf.a wNsudkh iy f.!rjh;a ix.uhla f,i 
m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllfha kduh;a ,dxlSh mdi,a 
ck udOH jxYld;fõ by<skau Tijd ;nkakg úh' 

wNsudkj;a  b;sydihla  miq lr idvïnrKSh 
wkd.;hla lrd mshuksk
wdkkaofha zm%jD;a;s úldYk tAllhZ''' 
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ji˙ka jir kejqï wdl,am woyia iuÛska wmf.a 
jHdmD;Ska w¨;a jk w;r 2010 jifr®° wka;r® 
mdGYd,hSh ksfõol ;rÛdj,shg ;j;a iqúfYaIs 
wx.hla tl;= lrkakg yelsúh' tA isxy, iy bx.%Sis 
udOHfhka meje;s  ;rÛhg oñ< udOHfhao ;rÛ 
wxYhla o tl;= ls̄ u;a iuÛ" oñ< udOHfhka 
rgla wduka;%Kh lrkakg iajlSh leue;a; olajk 
ta ms<sn| Wkka≥jk W;=re kef.kysr fukau 
ngysr ol=K hk isõfldk úisr me;sr isák wfmau 
fou< ni l;d lrk isiqka yg ksn| w;aje,la 
jkakg mqj;a úlika tAllhg yelshdj ,eìKs' ;jo 
ckudOH yd m%jD;a;s wud;HdxYfha mqr®K wêlaIKh 
tu ;rÛdj,shg ,nd .ekSugo wjia:dj ysñ úh' 
rdcH wkq.%yh hgf;a is≥lrk rdcH ,dxPkh iys; 
iy;slm;la ish¨u ;rÛlrejkag ksl=;a lrk 
mdi,la úiska ixúOdk lrk tlu ;rÛdj,sh 
f,i iuia; ,xld wka;r® mdGYd,hSh ksfõol 
;rÛdj,sh wNsudkfhka y≥kajd osh yel' ;jo °m 
jHdma;j is≥ lrk mdi,a ckudOH iñlaIKhla 
wdY%fhka †jhsfka mdi,la úiska m%:u jrg ixúOdk 
lrkq ,enq ckudOH wdh;k i|yd iïudk m%odkh 
lrk ixfoaY iïudk 2010 wd° jHdmD;ska Tiafia 
†jhsfka ck ikaksfõok lafIa;%hg yelshdfjka 
m˙mqr®K ksfõol ksfõosldjka ìys ls̄ ug m%jD;a;s 
úldYk tAllhg yelshdj ,enqKs' .fï ish¨ iqúi,a 

jHdmD;Ska j, ksr®ud;Djrhd  f,i wksl=;a mdi,a 
j,g iy udOH ix.ïj,g mqj;a úlika tAllh 
ukd jq wdor®Y /ila imhkakg úh'

fï wdldrhg kejqï jHdmD;Ska ixúOdk lrkakg 
tod isg j;auk olajdu wdkkaoh wdf,dalu;a 
lrk mqckSh uy ix>r;akfha .re ú≥y,am;s .=re 
mshjrekaf.a wdrïNfha mgka wo olajd isák mqj;a 
úlika tAllh Ndr wdpdr®h uKav,fha tla tla 
jr®I j, ks,Od¯ uKav,j, fukau tAllfha Yla;sh 
njg m;a jQ iud‚lhkaf.ao fkduo wdYsr®jdoh 
lemùu ffOr®hh iïmkak nj fya;= jq njg ioyka 
l< hq;=uh' m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllfha iNdm;s OQrh 
o ji˙ka jir ms<sfj<ska isxy, iy bx.S%is udOHh 
j,ska ksfõok lghq;=  lrk isiqka w;r fn°hdu 
is≥ fõ' ;jo wksl=;a ix.ï j, fkd;sfnk iqúfYaIs 
jq ;k;=re folla m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllh i;= fõ' 
tkï m%Odk isxy, ksfõol iy m%Odk bx.%%Sis ksfõol 
hk ;k;=re oaú;ajhhs' m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllh 
wdrïNfha tys Ndr wdpdr®hjrhd f,i lghq;= lf<a 
úYsIag l%Svlhska /ila ,la ujg  ohdo ls̄ ug 
.=reyrelï ,nd ≥ka ,hk,a fukaäia .=remshdKkah' 
ysgmq Or®udpdr®h iajdókajykafia,d jq mqcHmdo 
fõm;br fyaudf,dal"  mqcHmdo yÛ=rkafl; 
pkaor;k hk iajdókajykafia,df.ao jr®;udkfha 
mqcHmdo rkaiEf.dv iquk iajdókajykafiaf.ao 
lidjf;ys wdYsr®jdoh o Ndr wdpdr®hjreka f,i 
mqj;a úlika tAllhg ksn|j ysñ fõ' wdkkaoh 
;=< isma i;r lshd≥ka u,a,sld wfímd," rxckS 
úfcar;ak"  udfk,a m%kdka≥" tï'tA' iqukmd, iy 
Oïñl fmfr®rd hk úYsIag we≥re uvq,a, tod mqj;a 
úlika tAllh fj; ish WmfoaYl;ajh iy Yla;sh 
,nd ≥ka w;r j;aufkys wkqr m;auiṡ  iy ir;a 
l=udrisxy hk .=remshjreka tu Yla;sh fkdwvqj 
,nd foñka isáhs' jr®;udkfha weu˙ldfõ Y%S ,xld 
;kdm;s rùkd; wd˙hisxy" fcHIaG udOHfõ° 
pkaok ;s,lr;ak" ohd nqoaOodi hk úYsIaghka 
mqj;a úlika tAllh wdrïNfha wdkkaofha lgy~ 
njg m;aúh' t;e;ska fkdkej;=kq m%jD;a;s úldYk 
tAllh ;=,ska tod isg wo olajdu úúO rEmjdyskS 
iy .=jka ú≥,s kd,sldj, m%OdkSka" iïudk,dNS 
m%jD;a;s ksfõolhka" jevigyka b†˙m;a lrkakka" 
l%Svd úia;r úpdrlhska iy mqj;a m;a j, m%Odk 

l;Djreka fukau ckudOH lafIa;%hg wu;rj  
fjk;a úúO lafIa;%hka j, iEu wxYhlskau mdfya 
úYsIaghska oehg ;s<sK lrkakg iuka ú we;" 
b†˙hg;a th tfiauh' 

mqΩ,a úIh lafIa;%fha wOHdmkhg fukau ndysr 
l%shdldrlï j,go bvla ,nd foñka fï ;rï 
uy iqúi,a jHdmD;Ska is≥fldg wo jk úg isõ†. 
ck udOH lafIa;%h we;=,q úúO lafIa;%hkays úúO 
;k;=re Wiq,k wd† wdkka°hka h<s;a tla ;eklg 
tl;= fldg jr®;udk wdkkaofha mdi,a ck 
udOHlrejkag fijKe,a,la njg m;afjñka  jr®I 
2007 ° wd† wdkka°h m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllh  
msysgqùu is≥úh'   

,dxlSh iEu mdi,lu mdfya YsIHfhl=f.a N=ñldj 
;SrKh jkafka bf.kSu u;h" tu YsIHhd wOHdmk 
lghq;= j,g ;u uqΩ ld,hu ñvx.= lrhs' tfy;a 
tla mdi,l isiqka fï mqΩ,a úIh lafIa;%fha 
wOHdmkhg fukau ndysr l%shdldrlï j,g;a bvla 
,nd° ;u YsIH ld,h iunrj mj;ajd f.k hdug 
j.n,d .kS" tA mdi, wdkkaohhs' fñ fya;=fjka 
wdkk°hka wks;a isiqka w;ßka lemS fmfkk p˙; 
njg m;aj wOHdmkfhka fukau úIh ndysr 
l%shdldrï j,skao m˙mQr®K ñksiqka f,i oehg ohdo 
ù yudrh' ;j fojirlska ish wNsudkj;a iajr®K 
chka;s ieureu i|yd iqodkï jk wdkkaofha 
m%jD;a;s úldYk tallh tod fuka wo;a wo fuka 
fyg;a fyg fuka u;= †kl;a ,dxlSh fukau 
mdi,a ck udOH jxYl;dfõ kjuq m˙ÉfPaohka 
iksgqyka lrñka ikaksfõokfha kj wrek¨ Wod 
lr,Sug iqodkñka isà' cd;sfha ksc ìu" flaifr® 
tä;rlu iy nq≥kaf.a mqo ìu wdkkaoh jk w;r 
w;r wdkkaofha rdjh úoHd,hSh m%jD;a;s úldYk 
tAllh fõ'

igyk"
wd† wdkka°h
ksmqK kfr®kaø udrisxy
2016$2017 wdkkao úoHd,hSh  
m%jD;a;s úldYk tAllfha Wm iNdm;s
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Qatar is home to a significant Sri Lankan expatriate 
community across all walks of life. In  2012, a group 
of people with a shared interest took an initiative to 
form a group with a view inculcate camaraderie to 
make  life away from home a tad more comfortable 
and to serve their alma mater in whatever way  
possible. That was the humble beginnings of Ananda 
College - OBA Qatar Wing.  As the story goes, In 
March 2012 a group of 11 Old Anandians gathered 
to discuss the initiative which came in to fruition. The 
first AGM was held in May 2012 and the group Old 
Anandians in Qatar was formed under the wings of 
the Ananda College Old Boy’s Association. Among 
the founding members there were 4 senior Old 
Anandians representing 68 & 77 groups. Incumbent 
secretary of OBA that time, Mr. Sujeewa Rathmahal 
was invited for the inauguration to represent the main 
OBA.

Wasting no time as encouraged by the college 
motto; group went on to organize the first ‘’Battle 
of the Maroons’’ in Qatar in 2013, which ultimately 
became the pinnacle of the events organized by 
the Maroons in Qatar. As a tradition, distinguished 
National Cricketers from both Ananda and Nalanda 
were invited every year to grace the encounter. As 
a small fraternity out of the country, we were truly 
humbled to have Sri Lankan cricketing stalwarts 
Arjuna Ranatunga, Roshan Mahanama, Sidath 
Wettamuny, Mahela Jayawardene, Brendon Kuruppu 
and Bandula Warnapura at these events over the past 
few years. 

Over the period of past nine years Ananda College – 
OBA Qatar Wing contributed in numerous ways for 
the betterment of the college infrastructure/sports 
as well as the wellbeing of the students who were 
not so fortunate with their finances. We contributed 
handsomely towards the ‘Ananda Vihara Restoration 
Project’ in 2014 and funded equipment purchases for 
the college Hockey Team and Life Savings Club on 
subsequent years. In addition, 2 scholarships were 
arranged for the students with financial difficulties. 

Extending our duty towards the Sri Lankan 
community in Qatar, we made our presence felt in 
the events organized by the Sri Lankan Embassy in 
a significant manner. Especially, Sinhala – Hindu 
New Year festival and the string of religious activities 
organized for Poya days in monthly basis.  In 2019, 
as a group hailing from one of the leading Buddhist 
schools in the country, we took the initiative of 
organizing an ‘Ifthar’ event for our brothers of Islamic 
faith as a token of goodwill while the religious/
communal tensions were on the ascendancy in Sri 
Lanka.   

Blowing our own trumpets, we say Anandians in 
Qatar are a vibrant bunch who excels in sports, 
competitions and community events. As an expatriate 
OBA in Qatar we organized, participated and 
emerged victorious in many events / competitions 
over the years. We have won multiple Cricket, Rugby 
and many sports tournaments and take pride on 
our fiercely competitive and sporty colleagues for 
holding the college flag high.

Blood donation campaigns, bowling and badminton 
tournaments, talent shows, both formal and informal 
gatherings have been common occurrences in 
otherwise monotonous expat life.  In the wake of 
success of the cult teledrama ‘Koombiyo’ on Sri 
Lankan television in 2018, we organized an event 
themed on it featuring its main actors, which drew 
a massive appreciative response from the Sri Lankan 
community in Qatar. As another first in Qatar among 
Sri Lankan expats community, we organized a quiz 
competition for the Sri Lankan community drawing 
inspiration from ‘Mind Probe’, the annual inter 
school quiz competition organized by the Quiz Club 
of Ananda College. 

This small note of our presence would not be complete 
unless we remember our members who passed away 
in an untimely manner. Mr. Ajith Atulugama and Mr. 
Madhawa Jayatissa were pioneering members of the 
ACOBA – Qatar Wing, helping its growth to where it 
is now and will remain in our hearts as who they were 
and what they have done.   As the years have gone 
by, exceptional individuals were at the helm of the 
group while the rest of the capable members have 
contributed towards the continued camaraderie. New 
members have joined, key members have completed 
their stints and retuned to Sri Lanka as life taking 
its course. 

As an affiliate of OBA of Ananda College, we will live 
up to the expectations and continue the traditions 
bestowed upon us by our alma mater to the best of 
our abilities.

Merit of compilation
Tharindu Muhandiram

Compiled by
Saminda Wijayarathna
President ACOBA - Qatar

ACOBA – Qatar Wing

Blood donation campaigns, bowling and badminton tournaments, 
talent shows, both formal and informal gatherings have been 
common occurrences in otherwise monotonous expat life.  In the 
wake of success of the cult teledrama ‘Koombiyo’ on Sri Lankan 
television in 2018, we organized an event themed on it featuring its 
main actors, which drew a massive appreciative response from the 
Sri Lankan community in Qatar.
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Hasala Madugalle  
106th Head Prefect of Ananda college

They say “like father like son” therefore 
Hasala Madugalle being appointed as the 
Head Prefect of Ananda College for the year 
2021 does not surprise anybody, because  
of the meticulousness of his work etiquette 

and humbleness of a hero runs in his blood. 
Hasala Madugalle is the only son of the late 
Colonel Sudath Madugalle who was known 
to be a role model in the hearts and minds 
of fellow Anandians.Hasala’s father was the 
Deputy Head Prefect of Ananda College, 
former Director General of Red Cross Society-
Sri Lanka, former vice President of All Ceylon 
Buddhist Congress and a Past Presidents of  
Old Anandians Buddhist Association.Therefor 
needless to say the touch of leadership, 
dedication are an inherent quality in him. Jr. 
Madugalle Joined Ananda College in 2007 to 
grade one. He always stood out among his 
peers for his academics, sports & even in extra 

curricular activities. He passed the grade 05 
scholarship exam while being a junior Prefect. 
A prize winner for multiple subjects and passed 
O/Levels with 9As.

As for sports he is the captain of the college 
Boxing team,where he won the all island T.B 
Jayah memorial trophy with a silver medal 
and a prominent member of the Badminton 
team, where he contributed by winning the 
championship in under 18 doubles, by winning 
the championship in Sri Lanka schools under 
19 team.These credentials helped him to win 
school colors as well.

Not only in sports and academics,but also he 
emerged as a great club member as well. Jr. 
Madugalle is the president of the Buddhist 
association, treasurer  of the Interact club of 
Ananda College, Vice president of the Gavel 
club, a board member of the English literary 
union and English Drama circle. Furthermore 
this is the second time, where the Head prefect 
ship and the presidency of the Buddhist 
association were awarded to the same person.

In addition Jr. Madugalle was a prominent 
student in his Sunday school and passed the 
final exam and also won the youngest best 
orator as well. After reading the above details  
it is evident that Jr. Madugalle is a jack -of - 
all trades and no one but he deserved to be 
the 105th Head Prefect of Ananda college 
Colombo.

Colonel Sudath Madugalle

To our senior 
repeated president 
of OBA who left us 
recently…

Born on 30th  June 1948,  Nuwton  Gardiya  
Punchihewa (N. G. Punchihewa) made his 
72-years life journey cantered  around his 
alma mater, Ananda College and the young 
society at large.

His bellowed spouse Mrs. Ajantha  Jayasinghe 
being a long-standing member of the Ananda 
staff as the western music teacher and the 
sons, Jayesh and Kasun also being Anandians 
made it a honoured special family connections 
to Ananda college. 

The clear innings he played leading the Ananda 
Old Boys Association for 2 years (2005-2007) 
as well as being the president of  the senior 
Old  Anandians  Association, commitment and 
the desire toward uplifting the standards of 
Ananda. 

His leadership as the vice president of All 
Ceylon  Buddhist  Association, Chairman of the 
national youth council and most importantly 
the huge post of secretary of ministry of sports 
paved the way to guide the youth in the correct 
path and  develop  their  talents and correct 
values to the productive citizens to the society. 

To our departed beloved and ever respected 
senior brother of Ananda Alumni, I thank you 
for the great invaluable service you rendered 
and pray and wish you attain Nibbana.

Isuru Samarasinghe
Past President OBA
Ananda College

Compiled by
Samitha Senavirathna
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wdkkaoh Affiliated Group
Activities

GROUP

GROUP

2003

2001

70 – 75 Group

Annual Religious Activity

Instead of the “Bodhi Pooja Pinkama” 
held annually at the Kuppiyawatta Sri 
Jayasekararamaya to invoke blessings to 
those who depart us & also to share the 
spirit of friendship & harmony among family 
members a Bana Preaching Program was 
held through the Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation “Swadeshiya Sewaya” on the 9th 
of January 2021 from 8.00 p.m. to 9.00 pm.

Projects at School

Nenaharasara

The Old Anandians’ 70-75 Group has been 
holding the “ Nenaharasara “ Program annually 
in order to recognize the  achievement 
of  the students who had performed well at 
the G.C.E.(A//L) Examination by obtaining 3 
‘A’ passes in their respective fields of study  
during the last 14 years. During the last 
quarter of 2020 and first quarter of 2021 
even though the Group could not meet the 
students physically the group organized the 
“Nenaharasara” Program to 132 students by 
delivering the Medal, Certificate signed by the 

Principal of Ananda College, and a letter of 
Appreciation from the group through courier 
service to the students to their respective 
homes.

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting and the 
presenting of the annual Audited Accounts 
for the year 2019 was held on the 21st of 
November 2020 with the participation of 38 
through Zoom Technology.

Group Meetings

The group has been holding the monthly 
meetings through the Zoom Technology.

Blood Donation campaigns

Due the pandemic situation in the country 
the National Blood Transfusion Service faced 
a shortage of blood. Hence Class of 2003 
members get together to arrange two blood 
donation campaigns during May & November 
2020. The two programs were successfully 
conducted & the group managed to collect 
more than 150 pints of blood for the National 
Blood Transfusion Service. 

wdos YsIH ix.ufha wOHdmk wkqlñgqj iuÛska 
wdos wdkka°h 2001 lKavdhu jdr®Islj 

ixúOdkh lrkq ,nk PATHFINDER 2021 
isiq udr®f.damfoaYK jevigyfka miajk woshr 
2021 udr®;= ui 19 jk osk wka;r®cd,h yryd 

ZOOM ;dlaIKh Tiafi mj;ajkakg fh≥ks' fï 
i|yd fujr osjhsfka kka foiska isiq isiqúhka  
iyNd.sùu úfYaI;ajhla úh' Wiia fm, ish¨‍u 
úIh Odrd wdjrKh m˙os foaYK mej;ajq w;r ta 
i|yd iïm;a odhlhska f,i l,d wxYh fjkqfjka 
kS;SfõoS YIsl ch;s,l" cSj úoHd wxYh fjkqfjka 

ffjoH p;=rx. rKisxy yd ;dlIK wxYh 
fjkqfjka l:sldpdrH os≥, ;KùrwdrÉÑ hk 
wdos wdkkoShka ;sfofkl=f.a odhl;ajh ,eîuo 
iqúfYaIs úh' 2001 lKavdhfï Wm iNdm;s wix. 
f,dl=hoaof.a jHdmD;s lñgqfõ iNdm;sjrhd f,i 
lghq;= lf,ah'



25

GROUP2005

rg ;=, mej;s jix.; ;;ajh yuqfõ jqjo"  
miq.sh ks< jr®Ih ;=, wd† wdkka°h 2005 
lKavdhu" mdi, ;=, yd bka m˙Ndysrj jHdmD;s 
lsysmhla idr®:lj ksu l< w;r" tu ldr®hhka 
fufia idrdxY .; lr isáuq'

jl=.vq frda.fhka mSvd ú|skq ,nk 

mdie,lg RO mdkSh c, iemhqï 
moaO;shla ,nd oSu

wLKavj fojk jrg;a" rcrg jl=.vq frda.fhka 
mSvd ú†kq ,nk mdie,la jQ fmd,ams;s.u lvjr 
m%d:ñl úoHd,fha 350 g wêl mdie,a <uqka yd 
.=rejreka ioyd úI wmøjH j,ska f;dr ms˙is≥ 

j;=r W.=rla mdkh ls¯u ioyd RO mdkSh c, 
iemhqï moaO;shla ,nd °u is≥ lrk ,°' 

jix.; ;;ajh fya;=fjka wirK jQ 
mjq,a ioyd nvq u,a,la ,nd oSu

mdkÿr †íneoao mjq,a fi!LH fyo ks,Od˙kshf.a 
b,a,Sula u; fldúâ ) 19 jix.; ;;ajh 
fya;=fjka ;u cSúldj lr.; fkdyelsj wirK 
jQ mjq,a 11 ioyd uilg i˙,k ishÆ úh,s i,dl" 
ieksghsir®" uqL wdjrK yd wfkl=;a øjH ims˙ nvq 
u,a,la ,nd °ug wm lKavdhug yelshdj ,eìKs'

w;afia≥ï WmlrK úoHd,hg m˙;Hd. 
ls¯u

fldúâ ) 19 jix.; ;;ajfhka miq mshjfrka 
mshjr mdie,a újD; ls¯fï jevigykg iu.dój 
wdkkao úoHd,fha orejkaf.a fi!LH wdrlaIdj 
m%jr®Okh Wfoid w;afia≥ï WmlrK 5 la wdkkao 
úoHd,hg m˙;Hd. ls¯ug wm lKavdhug yels 
úh'

uyr.u zwfmalaId frday,Z i|yd is≥≥ 
l< mß;Hd.

uyr.u wfmalaId frdayf,a b,a,Sula m˙†" wd† 
wdkka°h 2005 lKavdhu yd fnd/,a, isxy 
iudcfha uQ,H yd Y%u m˙;Hd.fhka jdÜgq 
ixlSr®Khla ioyd Y%jK moaO;shla we;=Æ ;j;a 
WmlrK m%udKhla tu frday, fj; Ndr °u 
2020 cQks ui 16 jeks †k frday,a m˙Y%fha° is≥ 
lrk ,°'

f,a oka °fï jHdmdrh

wd† wdkka°h 2005 lKavdhfï isg wm w;ßka úúO 
fya;= u; úfhda jQ wdor”h fidhqrka wkqiaurKh 
lrñka mj;ajkq ,nk f,a oka °fï jHdmdrh 
wLKavj fojk jrg;a iema;ïnr® 12 jk †k 
kdrdfyakamsg reêr mdrú,hk uOHia:dkfha° 
meje;aúKs' fuu wjia:djg reêr odhlhska 128 
fofkl= iïnkaO jQ w;r Tjqka ishÆ fokdgu 
w.h ls¯fï iy;slhla yd jákd me<hla fkdñf,a 
,nd fok ,°'

jd¾Isl iqyo yuqj - 2020

wm lKavdhfï 2020 jdr®Isl iqyo yuqj idudcslhska 
ishhlg jeä m%udKhl iyNd.s;ajfhka" 2020 
Tlaf;danr® ui 03 jeks †k gdca iuqød fydag,a 
m˙Y%fha° mj;ajk ,°'

2021 j¾Ih i|yd †k o¾Ykhla ksl=;a 
lsÍu

wd† wdkka°h 2005 lKavdhu úiska uqøKh lrk 
,o 2021 jr®Ifha †k or®Ykh úoHd,fha mka;s 
ldur iy ldr®hd, j,g fnod °ug yels úh'

úoHd, Och ksrEms; zf,am,a mskaZ 
jHdmD;sh

wm lKavdhfï wruqo,a ;r lr .ekSfï jHdmD;sh 
f,i úoHd, Och ksrEms; zf,am,a mskaZ jHdmD;shla 
l%shd;aul lrk ,°'
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Y%S ,dxflah ix.S; lafIa;%hg uyÛ= fiajhla l<" 

;ju;a ima; iajrhka tlsfklg .,md kejqï 

jQ ix.S; ksr®udKhka lrk Tyq kñka wdpdr®h  

frdayK ùrisxyhs' ix.S; lafIa;%hg oejeka;  

fufyjrla lrk Tyq wdorKSh msfhl= jkjd' ksy~j 

cSúldj f.k hk Tyqf.a wdorKSh fmdä mq;= ;uhs 

Ñr;a ùrisxy lshkafka' mshdf.a wä mdfr® fkd.sh;a  

ix.S;hg wdorh lrk Ñr;a tlal Tyq .ek 

jf.au wdorKSh mshdKka .ek;a l;d lrkak 

ys;=jd' fï Tyq .ek f;dr;=rehs'

ix.S;h lshk l,dj Tfí mjqf,a 
;snqK;a Tn l,djg iïnkaO fjkafka 
uE;loS' .S; .dhkhg fyda ix.S; 
ks¾udKlrKhg fhduq fjkak m%udo 
fjkafka wehs@

;d;a;d ks;ru lsjqj fohla ;uhs ix.S;h lshk 

tl fojkqjg lrkak" jD;a;sh úoshg fjk;a 

fohla lrkak lsh,d' ta ksid ;uhs uu fydag,a 

lafIa;%h f;dard .;af;a' .dhkhg fyda ix.S;hg 

iïnkaO fjkak tmd lsh,d jdrK oeïfï keye' 

;uka jf.au ix.S; jev lghq;= lrkak ´k 

lsh,d n,mEï lf<;a keye'

Mr.Roshan Gunathilake – Owner of UniverSL software 

An article every university student should read!
A good future with a good job is the care of 

everyone going to university. But some people 

make it better to bring life to the future anyway. 

Today we are not talking about a college 

brother who went to kill the innocent sisters 

and brothers who come to the university. 

About someone who will provide jobs to those 

who are coming out of campus in the future, 

keeping aside the new tension. The name 

is Roshan Gunathilake, he is the owner of 

UniverSL software. Roshan starts his institute 

in the campus when some university students 

are protesting asking for jobs. It was in 2012, 

today it is a great company that claims a lot 

of awards. Some of them are Venture Engine 

Award 2015, Ideamart Award 2013, Appzone 

Award 2011, 2013, mBillionth Award 2012, 

e-awabhimani 2011,2016,2017 So don't be 

someone else's political pawn and work for 

your dream. 

legm;a mjqr

Ñr;a ùrisxy
zm;sks fkdfjñZ iy zwdofrka /|S Z iuÕska

uu uq,skau .S;hla lf<a ug jhi wjqre≥ od 

yf;aos' rù isrsjr®Ok ;uhs th morpkh lr,d 

≥kafka' tal wdidjg lrmq .S;hla' fï fjoaos uu 

.S; od y;rla ú;r lr,d hQáhqí od,d ;shkjd' 

fï wjqreoafoa .S; ;=kla l<d' ta jf.au ;d;a;d 

2009 jr®Ifha msh mq;= .S uq;= lsh,d .S; we,anu-

hla l<d' talg uu;a .S; .ehqjd' uf.a fyd|u 

hd,qjd wkqreoaO fmfr®rd' wfma hd¨lug fï fjoaos 

wjqre≥ úis folla fjkjd' thd ;uhs ta we,anuhg 

ug .S;hla ,sh,d ≥kafka' ys;g fydfrka lsh,d' 

b|,d ysg,d .S; ksr®udKh l<;a tajd udOH Tia-

fia m%pdrh fkdjqKq ksid ck;dj w;rg .sfha 

wvqfjka lsh,d uu ys;kjd' bos˙fhaoS ;j;a fyd| 

ksr®udK lrkak woyiska ;uhs bkafka'

≥ïnr oEi - 2004

m<uq jekshd - 2008

is;g fydfrka - 2009

úis;=re u,a - 2009

uf.a fo.=reka - 2009

fodf,dia ufya i`o - 2011

fl<sfof,ka - 2011

iS; ueoshu - 2014

bfvdarhg miq - 2014

f.k;a jika;h - 2019

fk;= mqrd yskeyS - 2019

fmï is; mqrd - 2020

ks,a kqjka rjgk - 2020

ird if|a - 2020

m;sks fkdfjñ - 2021

wdofrka /|S - 2021
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Do you like to sponsor an Anandian? 
Join ACOBA Scholarship Program 

Be a proud contributer to ACOBA scholarship program and support education, sports & 
extracurricular activities of needy & deserving students at Ananda.

Category I	 -	 Rs. 4,000/=	 per month	 (hostal fees)

Category II	 -	 Rs. 5,000/=	 per month	 (standard scholarship) 

The Scholarship Program of Ananda College Old Boys’ Association is supervised and monitered under the leadership of a Vice President of ACOBA 

Contact : VP / Ajanthalal Kumarage
(M) 0777 270838  (E) ajantha_lal@yahoo.com or ACOBA office on 011 2698551 

Do you have a Sampath Bank – ACOBA
Affinity VISA Credit Card?

Be a proud owner of Sampath Bank – ACOBA affinity Visa Credit Card with your ACOBA 
membership and enjoy unique services and benefits offered by Sampath bank while 

contributing towards Ananda College Development Fund. 
  

Sampath Bank contributes a percentage of your joining fee and annual card fees along with 0.1% out of 
the card usage to Ananda College Development Fund.

Contact any branch of Sampath Bank or ACOBA office to obtain your Credit Card

Ruwan Fernando - 077 1669484   Sarith Ajitha - 071 1252620 
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wdkkao úydr iaj¾K chka;s mqfKHda;aijh 
fjkqfjkA ks¾udKh lrk ,o ieureï .S;h
oi n, uysfuka oi ur fika ì|

,o f,dõ;=re nqÿ moúfh f;o l|

iudê lreKd .=K úysÿjñka 

wk| fjfyfr jev ys¢kd'''

wfma wk| nqÿ iñf|a '''' $$

È.; mqrd m;=rd hi ls;= f.di

keK .=Kfhka hq;= mq;=ka ;kkakg 

wv ishjilg jvd È.= l,la 

Èß wdisß m;ñkafka''''

wk| fjfyfr nqÿ iñf|a '''''$$

±h ÈhqKg uõìu iqrlskakg 

tän, § ore ieu fokgd 

fy< fndÿ okkg uqÿka u,la ù 

msÿï ,enQ ne;s isriska''''

wk| fjfyfr nqÿ iñf|a''''$$

il, f,djg mykla ù fnda l,a 

jecfUkq uek ks;s iq/lS'''

wk| fjfyfr nqÿ iñf|a''''$$

mne÷u	 -	 kS;S{ YIsl ch;s,l 

;kq ks¾udKh	 -	 ckkd;a jrldf.dv 

.dhkh 	 -	 úfÊr;ak jrldf.dv
	 -	 c.;a úl%uisxy
	 -	 ckkd;a jrldf.dv 
	 -	 biqre chr;ak 
	 -	 ñ;% lmqf.a
	 -	 y¾IK Èidkdhl

youtube yryd keröu i|yd Tnf.a  
iaudÜ cx.u ≥rl;kfhka scan lrkak 


